
Suffern Central School District Board of Education Announces
Appointment of New Superintendent

Dr. Erik Gundersen Brings Innovative Practices and a Decade of
Superintendent Experience to Suffern

(HILLBURN, NY) - The Suffern Central School District Board of Education today
announced the appointment of Dr. P. Erik Gundersen as Superintendent of Schools,
effective July 1, 2021. The unanimous appointment was made during the Board’s regular
April 20 meeting.

“Dr. Gundersen brings ten years of experience as a Superintendent and embodies a true
passion for innovation in education on both a local and national stage,” said Board of Education
President Matthew Kern. “He will be instrumental in securing Suffern schools' reputation as a
leading district in New York State and position us to achieve even greater accomplishments as
our students enter a 21st century learning environment and, eventually, a technologically rich
workforce. He has had great success highlighting student equity and inclusivity in his current
role. Dr. Gundersen is devoted to student wellness and his expertise will continue to strengthen
the social/emotional resources already available to our student body.”

Since 2011, Dr. Gundersen has served as Superintendent of Schools for the Pascack Valley
Regional High School District, located in Bergen County, New Jersey. Prior to his
appointment as Superintendent, Dr. Gundersen served as Director of Curriculum,
Supervisor of Science and Technology Education and as a physics teacher during his
27-year career in that district. He is well-known for developing innovative practices to
improve educational opportunities and experiences for the students and staff he and his
team oversee. On the national stage, Dr. Gundersen serves as Advisory Committee Chair
for Digital Promise’s “League of Innovative Schools,” and was an inaugural member of New
Jersey’s “Innovate NJ” program.

Dr. Gundersen earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in Physics Education from the University
of Delaware, a Masters degree in Educational Technology from New Jersey City University,
and a Doctorate in Educational Leadership from Seton Hall University.



“I am honored and humbled to have been selected to serve as Suffern’s Superintendent of
Schools,” said Dr. Gundersen. “Suffern’s tight knit community and its history of providing
rich and varied educational opportunities is exciting to be a part of and I look forward to
meeting and collaborating with parents, students and colleagues in the coming weeks and
months.”

Dr. Gundersen is married with two sons. His employment terms include a four-year contract
with a base salary of $265,000 which is comparable to other superintendent salaries in the
Lower Hudson Valley.

The 2021 Suffern Central School District superintendent search was conducted by School
Leadership, LLC and attracted several highly qualified candidates. “We’d like to thank the
various stakeholder groups for providing valuable feedback as the search process began
and we are confident Dr. Gundersen will successfully lead our district for years to come,”
said Kern.

For more information, visit sufferncentral.org.
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