
Dear Suffern Central Residents:
This past year has been unprecedented for all of us. While the pandemic 
created a variety of challenges, it also provided new opportunities for us 
to learn, change and grow. The proposed budget for the 2021-22 school 
year, created in collaboration between the Board of Education and our 
District administrative team, refl ects these intense challenges and learning 
opportunities, while fully supporting our mission to provide excellence in 
education for all learners.

We are pleased to announce that this year’s proposed budget is well below 
the New York State-imposed tax cap and just .98% above the 2020-21 tax 
levy. In addition, Proposition 2 on the ballot allows Suff ern Central to perform 
critical building renovations, including roof replacements at Cherry Lane 
Elementary School and Suff ern Middle School and the installation of energy-
effi  cient boilers at RP Connor Elementary School. The funding for these 
improvements was set aside from the District’s Capital Reserve Fund 
established with voter approval in 2017.

As we plan for Fall 2021, we are excited to re-establish our pre-kindergarten 
program with both full-day and half-day options for Suff ern Central families. 
The District will continue to broaden its social and emotional support network 
with new school psychologists, student assistance counselors and guided by 
the principle of always providing our leaners with targeted and timely programs 
and services.

The ongoing support of our community allows Suff ern Central to shine 
as one of Rockland County’s premier districts. We thank you! Please fi nd 
additional “Mountie Pride” highlights on the following pages, and always 
on suff erncentral.org and shared via our offi  cial social media channels. 

We encourage you to participate in the annual school budget vote and 
trustee election, which is now scheduled for Tuesday, May 11. Polls are 
open from 6 am to 9 pm. For additional voting information, visit our website 
or call (845) 357-7783.

 Thank you for your support! 

Sincerely, 

The Suffern Central School District Board of Education

2021-2022 BUDGET
AT A GLANCE

TAX LEVY INCREASE:

.98%
BUDGET-TO-BUDGET INCREASE:

.56%
TOTAL BUDGET:

$144,842,711
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NEW VOTE DATE! • TUESDAY, MAY 11, 2021

Su� ern High School students enjoy a beautiful 
spring day during unit lunch. The District is proud 
to have provided free breakfast and lunch to all 
students throughout the entire school year, 
including delivering meals to at-home learners. 

ALL ABSENTEE BALLOTS MUST BE RECEIVED 
BY 5PM ON TUESDAY, MAY 11, 2021
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School Taxes
State, BOCES  
& Building Aid
Reserves
Other (includes planned 
balance, interest income 
and refunds of prior year 
expenses)

School Taxes $113,943,342
State, BOCES & Building Aid $22,497,969
Reserves $2,076,400
Other $6,325,000

TOTAL $144,842,711

Anticipated Revenues

Anticipated Expenditures

78%

16%

4%
2%

Salaries $69,115,383
Benefits $33,080,894
Special Education $11,037,000
Transportation $10,059,200
Other $5,643,860
Building & Grounds $5,324,840
Debt Service $4,488,232
Other BOCES $2,784,000
Technology  $2,609,302
Transfer to Capital Reserve $700,000

TOTAL $144,842,711

Salaries

Benefits

Special Education

Transportation

Other 

Building & Grounds
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Other BOCES

Technology
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On the Ballot
Proposition #1
Shall the 2021-22 Annual Budget of  
$144,842,711 be adopted and a tax levied?

Proposition #2
Shall the Board of Education of the Suffern 
Central School District be authorized to: (a) 
repair/replace roofs at Cherry Lane Elementary  
School; (b) repair/replace roofs at the Middle 
School; and (c) replace two current cast iron 
steam boilers with high-efficiency hot water 
condensing boilers at RP Connor Elementary 
School, including incidental expenses to 
convert the remaining steam heat system to  
hot water system and ancillary or related  
work in connection therewith, at a maximum 
estimated cost not to exceed $4,812,000, to 
be paid from the District’s Capital Reserve 
Fund established in May 2017, to pay for the 
costs of such projects, with such expenditure 
from the Capital Reserve Fund not requiring 
the levy of any new tax.

QUESTIONS?  
Click on Budget & Finance under  
Quick Links at sufferncentral.org or 
email budget@sufferncentral.org

Welcome Back Students!
On May 3, Suffern Central welcomed  
back many students for five-day, in-person 
learning. The District made this transition 
from four days per week to five for all  
interested kindergarten through twelfth 
grade students with the support of our 
dedicated staff and administrators. 
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Si hablas español visita 
www.sufferncentral.org



At Suff ern Central, 
supporting the social 
and emotional needs of 
our students has been a 
long-standing focus of 
our philosophy and one 
that has been essential 
during this past year. 
District personnel have 
created strong and 
trusting relationships 
with students in the 

classroom and among key support staff , including school 
counselors, psychologists and social workers. Although serving 
in diff erent roles, these staff  members meet in small group 

sessions with students, 
partner with parents and 
teachers to support online 
and in-person learning, 
coordinate community 
resources to provide to 
families and students, 
and support students 
with IEP/504 goals, 
among other things. 
By having dedicated 
staff  in all buildings who 
students and their families 
can rely on, there is improved academic success, seamless 
student transitions, and emotional growth across the board.
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Educating for Personal Excellence
Completed Capital Projects Enhance Suffern Central Facilities 
Home to many athletics events, the Suff ern Middle School stadium had been in need of repair 
for years. Using capital project funds, our Facilities department completed two major projects 
with breathtaking results. Our grandstand steps are resurfaced and all bleacher seats are replaced, 
creating a more inviting and comfortable location for our Mountie fans. In addition, the track 
was resurfaced and painted making walking and running safer and more appealing. In addition 
to these improvements, the Facilities department also replaced the fi re alarms at Suff ern Middle 
School, renovated the Suff ern High School library and gym roofi ng, replaced the chiller pump for 
the high school’s air conditioning system and replaced a major transformer in Sloatsburg. 

We are also proud to announce that the Suff ern Middle School Challenger Course is complete. 
This obstacle course, which has been in the works for several years, provides mental and physical 
challenges through a variety of exercises, including ropes, a rock climbing wall, elevated grip rails, 
sway steps and more, all aimed developing balance, coordination, agility and problem-solving 
skills. We look forward to opening the course to our students and the public later this spring.

New Resource for Teachers Provides 
Accessible Learning for All

This year, Suff ern Central 
introduced Pear Deck, 
a technology platform 
that transforms Google 
Slide presentations into 
engaging and interactive 
experiences for students. 
This powerful tool allows 

students to answer questions and provide feedback as lessons 
are occurring, while collecting valuable assessment data in real 
time. Pear Deck makes it easy to employ principles of Universal 
Design and Culturally Responsive Teaching while preparing
lessons, ensuring that all our students are included and 
respected. Elementary school teacher Dave Grammerstorf
is the expert on this program and has created a variety of 
videos that help our entire K-12 staff  navigate the many 
resources and uses of this platform. 

Suffern High School Hits a Homerun 
with Graduation Plans

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Suff ern High 
School Principal Pat Breen had to think cre-
atively this year to plan the commencement 
celebration for the Class of 2021. Luckily, the 
Town of Ramapo had the perfect venue: the 
Palisades Credit Union Park (Boulder Stadium). 
With its large fi eld and ample seating capacity, 

graduating seniors will have the opportunity to commemorate 
their high school experience along with their classmates and 
families. Excluding fees for audio/visual equipment, there is 
no cost to Suff ern Central for the use of the ballpark. “The 
Town has been easy to work with, accommodating and very 
generous to our district,” adds Breen. “Their generosity, which 
has also been extended to the 
eighth grade graduates at Suff ern 
Middle School, allows everyone the 
opportunity to celebrate with those 
they love.”

Cherry Lane Elementary School Psychologist 
Euric Guerrero visits a kindergarten classroom 
to introduce himself to students and check 
in on their emotional well-being. 

Su� ern Middle School Student Assistant 
Counselor Terri-Ann Anfang meets with 
a group of sixth grade students to discuss 
how they are doing in their classes and 
learning environments. 

Social/Emotional Supports Benefit Students



1. Provide a statement of assumptions made in estimating the contingency budget pursuant to section 2023 of the Education Law.
2. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by Section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2021-2022 by the qualifi ed voters of the Suff ern Central School District, Rockland County, New York, will be 
held in said district on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 between the hours of 6:00 am and 9:00 pm, prevailing time in Hillburn Administrative Building, Suffern 
Middle School, Cherry Lane Elementary School, R.P. Connor Elementary School and Sloatsburg Elementary School at which time polls will be opened 
to vote by voting ballot or machine. 

  Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1

Under the Budget Proposed 
for the 2021-22 School Year

$1,349

School District Budget NoticeYou Can Vote
If you are...
• a U.S. citizen;
• at least 18 years old; 
• a resident of the District for 
 30 days prior to the vote; and,
• registered to vote

WHEN:
Tuesday, May 11, 2021 • 6am - 9pm

WHERE:
Voters must report to their assigned 
school budget election district. 

• Cherry Lane Elementary School
1 Heather Drive, Suffern

• Hillburn Administrative Building
45 Mountain Avenue, Hillburn

• R.P. Connor Elementary School
13 Cypress Road, Suffern

• Sloatsburg Elementary School
11 Second Street, Sloatsburg

• Suffern Middle School
80 Hemion Road, Suffern

Not sure where to vote? 
Visit sufferncentral.org to confirm your 
polling place and determine if you are 
registered to vote, or call (845) 357-7783. 

OVERALL BUDGET PROPOSAL
Budget Adopted 
for the 2020-21

School Year

Budget Proposed 
for the 2021-22

School Year

Contingency Budget 
for the 2021-22 

School Year *
Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $144,033,814 $144,842,711 $144,437,371
Increase/Decrease for the 2021-22 School Year  $808,897 $403,557
Percentage Increase/(Decrease) in Proposed Budget  0.56% 0.28%
Change in the Consumer Price Index  1.01%
A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $112,837,534 $113,943,342
B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0
C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable** $0 $0
D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce 
 Current Year Levy $0 $0
E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C + D) $112,837,534 $113,943,342
F. Total Permissible Exclusions $4,434,275 $4,731,427
G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for 
 Permissible Exclusions $110,205,814 $110,126,754
H. Total Proposed Tax Levy for School Purposes, Excluding 
 Permissible Exclusions and Levy for Library Debt Plus
 Prior Year Tax Cap Reserve (E - B - F + D) $108,403,259 $109,211,915
I. Diff erence: G - H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter
 Approval – See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) $1,802,555 $914,839

Administrative Component $15,453,003 $14,590,980 $14,568,480
Program Component $110,850,414 $113,192,138 $112,982,138
Capital Component $17,730,399 $17,059,593 $16,886,753

* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2021-22 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated, pursuant 
   to Section 2023 of the Education Law. The contingent budget excludes appropriate equipment and certain student supplies.

Description Amount
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