

NEWSLETTER OF THE SUFFERN CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Dear Suffern Central Residents:
The Suffern Central Board of Education and administrative team are pleased to present
the following proposed budget for the 2020-21 school year. This spring has been like
no other. Who would have known a pandemic would sweep across the globe and make
it impossible for us to be in our school buildings and traditional classrooms for the
remainder of the 2019-20 school year? The challenges we face as a District, community
and nation are many. We have all witnessed the impact COVID-19 has had on public
health, the economy, our families and our school system.
Despite the COVID-19 challenges, we are very impressed with our teachers and staff
as they work tirelessly to adapt lesson plans, create video tutorials and host Google
Meetups with students to ensure instruction continues. Additionally, our students
and their parents or guardians are staying focused on learning, being patient with
new technologies and understanding as best they can how current restrictions have
changed plans and activities.
As we look to the 2020-21 school year, we’re proposing a conservative spending
plan (Proposition #1) which takes into account our current economic environment
and maintains the programs and services offered to our students to keep our schools
operating smoothly. In order to keep the tax levy increase to a minimum, we will
be utilizing reserve funds as appropriate.
In addition to the general operations budget, you will find Proposition #2, which allows
the District to use its capital reserve fund to upgrade lighting, fire alarm systems and
repair two building roofs, all of which are necessary, will save money and improve
building safety. The capital reserve funds were previously set aside to help offset costs
associated with these types of projects and minimize tax levy increases. We would
especially like to highlight our LED lighting project. This is a fixture upgrade that will
save approximately 30-40% of our lighting costs and completely return the investment
in less than four years.
While the months ahead will continue to be unprecedented, we hope they will strengthen
our bond as a community and unify us to build an even better future for the students
and families of Suffern Central School District. We encourage you to participate in the
annual School Budget Vote and Trustee election this year, through mail-in ballot,
due back to the District by Tuesday, June 9, 5:00 pm.
Thank you for your support!

2020-2021 BUDGET
AT A GLANCE
TAX LEVY INCREASE:

1.25%
BUDGET-TO-BUDGET INCREASE:

1.99%
TOTAL BUDGET:

Sincerely,

The Suffern Central School District Board of Education

VOTE

Twelve food service staff and five District volunteers
have been busily making and delivering food for
more than 660 students over the past two months.
As of mid-May, they’ve delivered approximately
50,000 meals to our students in need.

$144,033,814

Tuesday, June 9, 2020: BY MAIL-IN BALLOT

On the Ballot

Anticipated Expenditures
Salaries & Benefits
4%
2%
2%
4%
4%
7%

69%

Special Education

Shall the 2020-21 Annual Budget of
$144,033,814 be adopted and a tax levied?

Transportation

Proposition #2

Debt Service
Building & Grounds
Technology
BOCES (excluding
Special Education
& Technology)
Other

8%

Salaries & Benefits
Special Education
Transportation
Debt Service
Building & Grounds
BOCES (excluding Special Education & Technology)
Technology
Other
TOTAL

Proposition #1

$100,057,468
$11,986,470
$9,950,961
$6,081,283
$5,232,000
$3,149,000
$2,468,816
$5,107,816
$144,033,814

Shall the Board of Education of the Suffern
Central School District be authorized (a) to
install LED lighting District-wide (b) to install
Fire Alarm upgrades District-wide and (c)
to renovate/replace roofs at Suffern Middle
School and Sloatsburg Elementary School,
including incidental expenses, all at a cost
not to exceed $2,800,000, with the amount
of $2,800,000 to be paid entirely from the
District’s Capital Reserve Fund established in
May 2017, to pay the costs of such projects,
with such expenditure from the Capital
Reserve Fund not requiring the levy of any
new tax.

QUESTIONS?

Click on Budget & Finance under
Quick Links at sufferncentral.org or
email budget@sufferncentral.org

Si hablas español
visita
web.sufferncentral.org

Anticipated Revenues
School Taxes
State, BOCES &
Building Aid
Reserves
Other (includes planned

5%
78%

3%

balance, interest income
and refunds of prior year
expenses)

14%

School Taxes
State, BOCES & Building Aid
Reserves
Other
TOTAL
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$112,837,534
$19,809,630
$4,686,650
$6,700,000
$144,033,814

Mindfulness Moments
SHS Phys Ed Teacher Joan Neuendorf has
provided weekly meditation techniques
via video to remind our community to
stay mindful and help reduce stress.

Educating in the time of COVID-19
The District began distance learning in mid-March and the innovation and opportunities created
by our staff have been exceptional. Here are a few examples of how we continue to support our
students during this time.
The math
department
at Suffern
High School
(SHS) has
always been
a “family,” collaborating and providing
one another with support as needed.
This comradiere has made the transition
to remote learning both effective and
difficult. While teachers miss the students
and their colleagues, they have worked
to consistently deliver high-quality
instruction department-wide. Through
individual recorded instruction and extra
help through Google Meets, they have
recorded daily lessons, shared them with
each other, and worked together to best
provide students with the continued education in mathematics that they deserve.
Suffern Middle School (SMS) Art Teacher
Gary Blake always admired British artist
Andy Goldsworthy for his use of natural
materials in an outdoor environment to
create works of art. When distance learning
became the reality, he knew a project
mirroring Goldsworthy’s art would be a
great addition to his curriculum. He imagined this project as a great way for housebound students to step away from their
computers and get fresh air while creating
interesting works of art. In many cases, this
project became a family activity and was
a rewarding and engaging experience for
both student and teacher.

Bug by Gianna Bellizia
Grade 7

Love by Jack Farmer
Grade 7

For the month of May, Montebello
Elementary School (MES) launched a
creative way for students to stay interested in reading and learning. Through a
partnership with author/illustrator Rhonda
Goodall, the children submitted their ideas
and illustrations for an upcoming story.

K-2 students contributed ideas for a
dinosaur that shows up in the book,
“Happy Town,” and students in grades
3-5 helped her write the ending and a title
for a book about a character being bullied.
Though live sessions on Google with the
author herself, students will learn and
receive feedback on their work.
Over the past few months,
District teachers have relied heavily on technology
and adaptive resources as
ways to engage and teach
our students. At Viola
Elementary School (VES), we’re seeing
many of these resources being used as
a way to enhance learning and provide
students with alternative learning opportunities. Additionally, our parents are able
to learn these programs, work with their
children and help with the home learning
assignments being given. Programs like
Dreambox, IXL, Achieve and Imagine
Learning all adapt to the child using the
program and allow teachers to see progress
and growth.
The Instructional
Facilitators at
RP Connor
Elementary
School (RPC)
haven’t let
home-schooling
stop them from
introducing
monthly STEAM
challenges to
their students.
Each month,
students are challenged with using the
engineering design process to plan and
build a variety of creations using items at
home, such as recycled materials. Each
challenge incorporates science, technology,
engineering, art or science. On Thursday
mornings they celebrate participants in a
special Google Meet session to share their
work and discuss their ideas and process.

Another way our schools have stepped
up to the challenge of distance learning is
by opening up to each other for support.
We see this every day with the teachers
and staff at Cherry Lane Elementary
School (CLE). Math Specialist Veronica
Brkal has built up a professional development program in which she provides
support and training where needed.
She led Google discussions during staff
meetings, created lesson plans and videos
to help students and parents understand
math concepts and sat in on online group
instructions. Having the support of her
as a specialist has helped teachers and
students succeed.
Sloatsburg
Elementary
School (SES)
along with our
other elementary schools,
participated
in National
Field Day in early May. Created and hosted
across the country, Sloatsburg students
were asked to compete in challenges
around the house, record their scores and
submit them to their physical education
teacher. This was a great activity to get the
kids away from technology and up and
moving their bodies so they could focus
on physical fitness and exercise in safe and
fun ways!
Thank you to
Nicole Mackenzie (CLE),
Tom Difabio
(SMS), George
Mungo (SHS)
and Eleanor
Cerny (MES)
for helping
to make
thousands of
ear savers for our Rockland first responders
using our 3-D printers. Not an easy task, as
each set can take over an hour to produce!
We thank you for your service and have
been told they are essential.
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School District Budget Notice

INFO FOR VOTERS
In accordance with Executive Order
No. 202.26, the Budget Vote and
School Board Election will be held
remotely, by absentee ballot only.
Qualified voters of this School District
will receive absentee ballots by mail.
To be a qualified voter you must:
Be a US Citizen, at least 18 years old by
June 9, 2020, a School District resident
for 30 days immediately preceding the
vote, and not disqualified for any reason
set forth in NYS Election Law §5-106,
and you must have been listed on the
poll list for the 2019 School District
Annual Meeting or appear on a County
Voter Registration List issued to the
School District before the mailing of
absentee ballots to the households in
the School District.

For detailed budget and voting
information, please visit our
website at sufferncentral.org.

Budget Adopted
for the 2019-20
School Year

OVERALL BUDGET PROPOSAL

Budget Proposed
for the 2020-21
School Year

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions
Increase/Decrease for the 2020-21 School Year
Percentage Increase/(Decrease) in Proposed Budget
Change in the Consumer Price Index
A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount
B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable
C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable**
D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce
Current Year Levy
E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C + D)
F. Total Permissible Exclusions
G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for
Permissible Exclusions
H. Total Proposed Tax Levy for School Purposes, Excluding
Permissible Exclusions and Levy for Library Debt Plus
Prior Year Tax Cap Reserve (E - B - F + D)
I. Difference: G - H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter
Approval – See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions)

$141,223,319

$111,444,478
$0
$0

$144,033,814
$2,810,495
1.99%
1.81%
$112,837,534
$0
$0

$0
$111,444,478
$4,265,787

$0
$112,837,534
$4,434,275

$110,694,215

$110,205,814

$107,178,691

$108,403,259

$3,515,524

$1,802,555

Administrative Component
Program Component
Capital Component

$15,248,825
$108,257,516
$17,716,978

$15,453,003
$110,850,414
$17,730,399

Contingency Budget
for the 2020-21
School Year *
$143,622,501
$2,399,182
1.70%

$15,417,003
$110,567,599
$17,637,899

* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2020-21 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated, pursuant
to Section 2023 of the Education Law. The contingent budget excludes appropriate equipment and certain student supplies.

Description

Amount

Proposition 2: Authority to expend monies from the capital reserve established In May 2017. (Please see page 2 for full
description of this proposition).

$2,800,000

Under the Budget Proposed
for the 2020-21 School Year
$1,353

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings

1

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2020-21 by the qualified voters of the Suffern Central School district, Rockland County, New York, will be held
by absentee ballot, Tuesday, June 9, 2020 at 5:00 pm prevailing time, at which time the polls will be closed.
1.

The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by Section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

Editor: Jenny Mirmelstein
Produced in cooperation with the Rockland BOCES Communications Service.
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