The Ancient Bald Cypress Consortium
Black River Project
A few beautiful and truly ancient bald cypress forests still survive in the southeastern
United States. The oldest bald cypress trees have been found along the Black River, North Carolina,
which is one of the most remarkable natural areas in the world. The Black River bald cypress
forests register a major scientific record of climate variability and change in their annual growth
rings, and they rival the beauty and grandeur of the virgin redwood forests of California to which
they are botanically related. Miraculously, these pristine bald cypress trees survived logging
because they were not ideal for lumber. Many Black River bald cypress trees are over 1,000 years
old, some are over 1,500, and a few likely exceed 2,000 years in age, placing them among the top 10
oldest known living tree species on earth. The exceptional age of these bald cypress trees was first
documented with dendrochronology, or tree-ring dating, by Dr. David Stahle of the University of
Arkansas Tree-Ring Laboratory. The Nature Conservancy has since preserved nearly 18,000 acres
of habitat on and adjacent to the floodplain of the Black River, including some 3,000 acres with
millennium-old trees. A plan to create a Black River State Park from some of the land owned by The
Nature Conservancy is under consideration in North Carolina. However, recent research indicates
that hundreds of additional acres of ancient bald cypress forests are not protected along the Black
River and other black water streams in the vicinity. Unfortunately, continued logging, biomass
harvesting, and land development threaten all old-growth cypress stands on the Black River and
elsewhere not specifically protected by The Nature Conservancy or other organizations.
This three-year project seeks $250,000 to identify all uncut and unprotected ancient bald
cypress forests on the Black River and elsewhere in North and South Carolina. The goals are to:
w advance the Ancient Bald Cypress Consortium for Research, Education, and Conservation;
w precisely map and visualize all remaining old-growth bald cypress stands in the Carolinas;
w train the next generation of conservation scientists in remote sensing and geospatial analysis;
w document tree age with dendrochronology, especially those that may be over 2,000 years old;
w develop a public education program with oral, written, web, and video communications;
w promote conservation management of all remaining public and private ancient cypress forests.
Dr. Stahle will direct the project, conduct the fieldwork, and supervise undergraduate and
graduate students involved with the research, education, and conservation mission of the project.
The project will communicate the unique habitat values of these properties to their owners. We
will develop a set of best management practices to promote protection in all ancient bald cypress
forest remnants found on both public and private lands in the Carolinas.
The Black River retains the oldest living trees in eastern North America and some of the
oldest trees in the world. But ancient bald cypress stands are known to exist elsewhere in the
Southeast and this project will locate all remaining old-growth cypress forests in the Carolinas.
This accurate mapping will be vital, but proving that some trees are 2,000 years old will also inspire
many and contribute to the understanding and conservation of these remarkably ancient forests.

The Ancient Bald Cypress
Consortium unites federal and state
agencies, private organizations,
universities, and interested citizens
in the promotion of research,
education, and conservation in the
old-growth bald cypress-bottomland
hardwood forest ecosystem
throughout the southeastern United
States (photo: millennium-old bald
cypress in uncut ancient forest at
Black River, North Carolina).
Web address: https://cypress.uark.edu
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