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Calendar of Events
•
•
•
•
•

•

Monday, January 8, 2018 – LWVWC Board Meeting 5:45 – Joyce Hale’s home 285 W. Cleburn,
Fayetteville
Tuesday, January 9, 2018 – Voter Issues Committee – Meet at Nancy Denn’s home, 2747 W.
Stanton, Fayetteville, contact Nancy at nandark@aol.com
Thursday, January 11, 2018 – Education Discussion Committee; 6:00 to 7:00, Contact Michelle
Wolchok at michellewolchock@gmail.com for meeting location.
Wednesday, January 17, 2018 – Drinks & Dialogue – Open discussion on topic of interest. 5:30 to
6:30 at Fresco Restaurant, 112 West Center Street, #100.
Sunday, January 21, 2018, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church North Parish Hall, 5:00 to 7:00. Reading and
Q&A of Bullets into Bells: Poets & Citizens Respond to Gun Violence. Sponsored by MOMS DEMAND
ACTION & Arkansans against Guns on Campus. For more information contact Patsy Ferritor at
patsy50@cox.net.
Thursday, January 25, 2018 – LWVWC Annual Program Topic Planning, 5:30 to 7:20 pm at Joyce
Hale’s home 285 W. Cleburn St. – Wine, Cheese and Soup and review of Program for Action for
2018-2019 programs.

•
A Comment from the LWVWC President – Joyce Hale
LWVWC leadership has been working hard since early 2017, and we
are planning ahead to sustain our momentum in the coming year. We
rebuilt our membership this past year, and reached new audiences.
We need your personal involvement and financial support now to keep
growing and sharing our educational programs. A nominating
committee will begin soon to find individuals who are motivated to
help us build more civic involvement.
Our primary challenge will be to work toward reforming Arkansas’s
election system and increase voter accessibility and participation.
What organization is better suited to do this than the League? It is
encouraging to see the number of new candidates, particularly women, who believe the time is
right to push for reforms. We must get to know all new candidates filing for local and state offices
and let them know the League’s positions and concerns. Doing this is important so that if they are
elected we have gotten to know them before the rush of the legislating session. And we want them

to clearly understand that we can and will lobby and fight for our positions on issues dear to our
membership. Your support can make this kind of early candidate engagement a reality.
Our Program for Action embodies the areas of local concern that our Washington County League
has studied over years, and the positions we have taken after those studies. It is our guidebook,
establishing our stand on issues of the day our members considered most important. Many goals in
our Program have yet to be met, and will take more work to accomplish. But we have a history of
success, and great members, so we know we can do it.
An in-depth review of the twelve areas addressed in our Program document is overdue. We have
decided to devote our Drinks & Dialogue discussions to revisiting some of these issue areas in the
coming year, updating language in this important document, and making plans for action to have an
impact in the coming year.

DEADLINE to Update National LWV Roster January 31st
A strong organization is often judged by the size of its membership. More members translates to
more resources, leaders and volunteers, and ultimately to greater political voice and influence.
Better organized groups have higher visibility in media and spur more activities. And they can
change the direction of history.
The League of Women Voters of Washington County needs to continue to grow in order to have a
greater impact on voter issues during the 2018 election year. The time to expand your role as a
citizen by being active in the LWVWC is now. Don't hang back because you don't have enough time
to participate in person. Your membership still matters greatly, as you "show up" in our
membership numbers and that helps us get the attention of our elected officials. Your financial
contributions also support our educational and outreach work, putting you "there in spirit." So
please, join us. Include your family, and invite your friends. Go to our website www.lwvarwc.org
and JOIN TODAY.

Attention to Gun Violence Continues

League members and other concerned
citizens met for a vigil on Sunday,
December 9 at Tri- Cycle Farms to
acknowledge the 5th anniversary of the
Sandy Hook Elementary School gun
violence tragedy. Mayor Lioneld Jordan
read a proclamation, and other speakers
made comments addressing our pain over
this terrible loss. A moment of silence was
observed, and twenty-six shots rang out,
one at a time, to mark the death of each
victim. Community members standing
quietly for this tribute were reminded of
the enormity of our collective grief.
We must remain vigilant if we wish to
secure better safety practices and
regulations. To that end, the public is invited to attend a reading and Q&A of Bullets into Bells: Poets &
Citizens Respond to Gun Violence. This activity is sponsored by Moms Demand Action & Arkansans against
Guns on Campus. It will take place at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 224 N East Ave, Fayetteville at 5:00 to
7:00.
Mapping Out Our Next Year
January is our month to plan topics for future programs and activities. If you care about influencing
progressive public policies in Arkansas, you will want to help redouble the League’s outreach. We
need to meet with candidates and educate voters on ballot issues. It is no secret that some
politicians know that if they can create barriers to the ballot box, they are more likely to keep their
jobs. By purging voter rolls, using antiquated registration methods and generally making it harder to

vote, they can win elections and stay in power. Voter interest is expected to reach record highs as
campaigns fire up, elections take place and new leadership takes control throughout the state. We
need to be in the middle of this and that requires more volunteers and funding.
Join members at the home of Joyce Hale, 285 W. Cleburn St., Fayetteville on January 25, 5:30 to
7:30 for a bowl of soup to go with your wine and cheese. Sharing some wine or cheese would be
appreciated.

Holiday Social Welcomes Citizens First Congress as Guests

The annual December gathering at The Lodge at
Butterfield Trails Village was well attended and provided
a bounty of holiday foods. Bill Kopsky, Executive
Director of the Arkansas Public Policy Panel (APPP) and
Citizens First Congress (CFC) presented a program giving
the history of these sister organizations and the changes
in progressive legislation in Arkansas from the Civil
Rights era until today. These political changes have
made it necessary to redirect the organization’s focus
from working with legislators to working with grass roots organizations. Training and educating
with local empowerment in mind is required to bring change and reforms.
Kopsky described the functioning of a Citizens First Convention and the establishment of ten top
priorities selected by attending delegates. These delegates, representing over 50 organizations
from every corner of the state, bring issues they are ready to work for. If their issue is chosen as a
top priority, CFC staff and members throughout the state will work for legislative remedies in the
General Legislative Session.
The League of Women Voters of
Arkansas has been fortunate to
propose two issues which were
adopted by the CFC and successfully
resulted in passed legislation: 1.
establishing landowner rights with
gas developers and 2. creating
conservation easement tax credits to
protect riparian waterways. Another important priority success came with the LWVWC and CFC’s
legislative effort to establish community-based crisis intervention centers. The LWVWC partnered
with the JEMI organization to present this issue at the convention. This effort resulted in the
Governor and Legislature supporting a pilot program to establish four community treatment centers

to evaluate mental health emergencies. Proper treatment can divert those in an emergency from
inappropriate admission to jails or hospital emergency rooms.
The Citizens First Congress is the ideal partner for the League to promote
improvements to voter access, voter registration practices, and
maintenance of the state’s voter records. If there is sufficient interest to
work on these issues, LWVWC members will be encouraged to attend the
next CFC Convention June 8-10 in Little Rock. If you are interested in voter
suppression, contact Joyce Hale, joycehale43@gmail.com.

The LWVWC Invites You to Socialize
To help transition after a full schedule of holiday activities you are invited to
stop by for the first Drinks & Dialogue in the New Year. Perhaps you have
an issue you would like to see discussed. Send us your idea and we can
announce it later.
Wednesday, January 17, 5:30 to 6:30 at Fresco in the Ball Plaza, 112 West Center Street
#100, Fayetteville. RSVP to Sarah Gheen, 479.871.5156

The LWVAR Publication, Government in Arkansas, Goes Into Its Tenth Edition
BREAKING NEWS! Steve Barnes, AETN host of Arkansas Week, has
agreed to write the introduction to our Tenth Edition of
Government in Arkansas! This book has great potential but needs a
marketing committee interested in promotion to get the word out.
It is a potential source of future income for our work that should be
pursued.
Even veteran League members probably do not realize that this is
the forty-first year for our book. It has become a well-respected
guide for students, teachers and political leaders. With everchanging laws and policies in the state, updating the text is a
challenge. Huge thanks go to Beth Barham (LWVWC Vice
President) who has assisted, along with help from U of Arkansas
students Kameron Richards (School of Law) and Bethany Osborn
(School of Journalism). They have been checking legal facts and
helping with editing suggestions, while primary editing has been carried out by Douglas L. Reed
(Political Science) and Margaret M. Reed (Librarian) of Ouachita Baptist University. Look for our
brand new edition this spring!

Voter Issues Committee Discusses Redistricting and On-Line Voter Registration
Leagues across the country are working to reform their state’s redistricting practices to take a bite
out of gerrymandering. California, Arizona, Alaska, Idaho, Montana and Washington are now
successful in having independent redistricting commissions draw the congressional and legislative
boundaries for their states. The LWVUS is supportive of removing partisan redistricting and has
developed a Redistricting Action Kit to encourage state Leagues to promote this change.
The Voter Issues Committee is now looking at the states that have made this change to see how
their systems differ, the problems they have encountered and what the possibilities would be to
work toward this in Arkansas. It will obviously take an initiated act and changes to the Arkansas
Constitution, but the importance cannot be overstated since the opportunity to change comes only
once a decade after the national census. Since a petition drive is an expensive and demanding
process, it will take activity throughout the state to make this happen. The League can perhaps be a
catalyst with its well-known non-partisan position. Our role would be to educate the public and
combine efforts with other groups and the Citizens First Congress. If you are anxious to see a lid put
on gerrymandering, you are invited to attend the next Voter Issues Committee meeting January 9.
See more details about the time and place in the calendar of events on page 1.

Residents in South Washington County Request a League Speaker to Discuss Voting Suppression

At the invitation of concerned citizens in the
West Fork area, Joyce Hale presented a slide
program November 28 using information from
the study, Health of State Democracies. This
report by the Center for American Progress
grades each state for its voter accessibility,
voter influences, and voter representation. It is
an important look at where Arkansas is doing
well and where much work is needed to
improve voter participation and outcomes.
This program will now be available to other
groups on request. If interested, contact Joyce
Hale joycehale43@gmail.com.

