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Thanks to LaQuita Saunders for her work on another VOTER.  It has been an active 
fall for local leagues and a planning fall for the state League.  In connection with the 
reconstruction of the Board of Directors, I want to thank Don McMillan for serving 
as treasurer in August. Don has now turned the treasury over to Joyce Hale.  Thanks, 
Joyce, for jumping in and working so hard to take over this difficult position.  I am 
happy to share that Government in Arkansas is now on the list of approved text-
books for Arkansas schools, grades 9-12.  Many thanks to 2nd VP Linda Okiror, 
Shirley Jo Pine, Douglas Reed and Margaret Reed for making this a reality.  Do check out the article on 
how to order the books now.    

Fairfield Bay’s wonderful members at large unit has had a busy fall!   Check out all their hard work on 
the study of the Fayetteville Shale Gas Drilling and related activities in the Around the State section. 
While you are there, read about Washington County League’s effort to deliver voter education on this 
same topic by  hosting a panel of experts and owners to share knowledge in this important area.  Don’t 
forget to send Fairfield Bay your consensus on the last question of the study by March 8 if at all possible.   

A related issue for Arkansas voters is the much discussed severance tax. Fortunately, our study on tax 
reform many years ago provided us with a stand to support our current position. The LWVAR is inform-
ing the public that the we support a severance tax as part of a fair and equitable tax system.  However, 
another part of this debate concerns the uses of tax revenue. On this matter, we have no current stand. If 
League members are interested in the direction and use of this funding, members as individuals should 
voice their opinions and help our elected officials understand their point of view.   

Finally, the League of Women Voters of Arkansas is engaged in a finance drive for support of the opera-
tions and voter education we undertake.  Members are asked to consider the value of having a functional 
and active League and to give as you are able to the LWVAR.  We are fortunate to have a membership of 
active minds and interest in public policy and engaged voters.  I look forward to seeing many, many 
members at Council on April 26 which should be a lively and informative day. 

And, of course, I hope everyone is enjoying all the election year events.   

Yours truly, 
Mary Alice Serafini,  
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Call to Council 
 
The League of Women Voters by-laws call for a Convention every other year and then, in the 
interim year, a Council to handle state League business. This is the year for Council!  Those 
joining their fellow League members at Council this year can look forward to a day of updates 
on our exciting state studies, business meeting, and fellowshipping and networking with people 
from around the state.  
 
Council 26 of the League of Women Voters of Arkansas will convene in Little Rock at the John 
Gould Fletcher Library (823 North Buchanan Street, 501-663-5457) beginning at 9:00 am on 
Saturday April 26, 2008. Members of the LWVAR Board of Directors will meet at the state of-
fice from 1:00 to 5:00 pm on Friday April 25. (see page 3 for map to council site) 
 
Hotel reservations for Friday April 25, 2008 can be made at the Courtyard Little Rock West, 
10900 Financial Centre Park, 501-227-6000 on or before April 4, 2008 to receive the confer-
ence rate of $89 for a double room and $179 for a suite to sleep three. Reservations are made by 
calling 1-800-331-2211 or 501-227-6000. A credit card is needed to hold your reservation. 
Board members and guests will caucus at dinner on Friday evening (location to be announced). 
 
Council highlights include updates on the Fayetteville Shale Natural Gas Drilling Study and 
updates on 2007-2009 program areas such as conservation easements, water quality, and the 
severance tax. Resource tables will be made available to display League Voters and other publi-
cations and materials. 

 
LWVAR Council 26 
April 26, 2008 
Agenda 

 
Morning 

    9:00 – 9:30    Registration 
    9:30       Call to Order 
    9:30-10:30    Report on Natural Gas Drilling Study 
    10:30-10:45    Break 
    10:45-11:45    Business Meeting 
    11:45-12:00    Break to prep for lunch 
 

Lunch 
    12:00-1:15    Luncheon Speaker 
    1:30-2:30     Speaker 
    2:30-3:30     Speaker 
    3:45      Adjourn        

 
Morning refreshments provided by the Washington County League 

Afternoon refreshments provide by the Arkansas Members-at-Large (MAL) 
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REGISTRATION  
LWVAR COUNCIL 

Little Rock, Arkansas                   Saturday April 26, 2008 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Council Location:    John Gould Fletcher Library, 823 North Buchanan St., Little Rock, AR 

Name of Participant: ______________________________________________________ 

Local League or MAL Affiliation: ___________________________________________ 

Check one of the following: 

_____ I will be attending Council 26 as a voting delegate   $30 

_____ I will be attending Council 26 as a full observer   $30 

_____ I will attending Council 26 as a nonmember    $30 

The above registration fee includes Council 26 entry, workbook, lunch, workshops and breaks. 

_____ I will need ______ additional lunch ticket(s) @  $20 each 

    Total amount Enclosed   $ _______ 

Note: Please indicate here if you have a special needs meal request _________________ 

Please complete this registration form and return to: 

  LWV of Arkansas 
  C/O Joyce Hale 
  285 West Cleburn  
  Fayetteville, AR 72701 
  Phone: 479-527-2777 

 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ARKANSAS 

 

 

 

Map to John Gould Fletcher Library, Little Rock 

For questions, call Linda Okiror at 870-247-4349. Reservations should be received no later than April 1, 2008. 
No refund will be made for cancellations received after April 15. 
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The League of Women Voters of Arkansas Study Concerning 
the New Phenomenon of Drilling for Natural Gas in our State 

Study Purpose:  To investigate the impact on the State of Arkansas and its citizens of the current 
method of drilling for natural gas in the Fayetteville Shale Play and to discern what public policies 
need to be put into place relating to this activity. 

Fayetteville Shale Study Questions and Outline 

The Fayetteville Shale drilling area is not spread throughout the whole state of Arkansas, but the 
taxes collected/not collected and the possible destruction of roads/bridges could have an influence 
on the pocketbooks of all citizens.  The environmental impact of the operation could affect all per-
sons as well.  With that in mind, it appears that each League in the state will have a stake in this 
study, but not all questions may apply equally to all. 

1. What procedures do the drilling companies go through to obtain drilling rights? 
Who gives permission from the state and county? 
What type of license/permit must they have? 
Are they required to observe load limits on roads and bridges? 
Must they check with the appropriate authorities before approaching landowners? 
Who enforces laws pertaining to these and related issues? 

2. What are the individual owners' rights on properties being drilled? 
 How can a landowner know if he owns the mineral rights if a deed is unclear? 
What rights does a surface owner have if the owner of the mineral rights sells 
or leases the drilling rights to a gas/oil company? 
Who represents landowners if a dispute arises? 

3. What is the procedure being used to extract natural gas in Arkansas? 
Describe this procedure and how it affects the lands. 
What chemicals are used in this process; by what method are they disposed? 
Can this procedure be helpful to the land? 
Who regulates and monitors this drilling procedure? 
Other than the gas/oil itself, does drilling deplete any of our other natural resources? 
Does Arkansas have a depletion allowance - or should it have?  

4. Is the impact on the environment due to drilling local, statewide, or both?  
Where is the water obtained that is used in the drilling process? 
What is the procedure for disposing of the used and/or wasted water? 
Who regulates, and enforces, clean-up and site restoration during site preparation, drilling, 
and after a well is closed?  
Who pays for oversight and clean-up? 
What happens if a well is played out or abandoned? 
What is the impact of drilling on wildlife and their habitat? 
Are roads being built and trees cut in designated 'roadless' areas/where? 

5. What type of taxes are drilling operations required to pay to state, county, and  local 
governments? 
Do they pay taxes for permits, well-head, equipment, corporate income, depletion of re-
sources, payroll, etc.? 
Are the taxes adequate for: 
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• Maintenance and upkeep of the new roads related to the drilling? 
• Repairing damage to existing roads, bridges, from movement of heavy equipment?  
• Paying the salaries and payroll taxes for additional new hires to research records, en-

force new rules, regulations, environmental laws, etc.? 
• Compensating the state for the loss of valuable natural resources? 

6. Excitement is in the air with high hopes that our state will see a healthy growth in our 
economy because of the Fayetteville Shale Drilling.  To what extent has your area bene-
fitted economically due to drilling? Have their been new jobs created areas such as: 

• Legal services? 
• Clerical services? 
• Title services? 
• Surveying? 
• Retail establishments? 
• Other service industries? 
• The formation of new businesses? 

Conversely, have you seen any signs of negative impact?  
Will the gas removed from Arkansas land remain in the state for the benefit of Arkansas citi-
zens?  
Will it remain in this country for the benefit of US citizens? 

7. List any specific action items you believe LWVAR and local units should take regarding 
the drilling issue. 

Local leagues are asked to review the following questions and forward their responses as fol-
lows to the Fairfield Bay League by March 8, 2008. 

1. Establish a single state water authority to coordinate use and regulations 
A.  Consensus       B.   No consensus        C.   Disagree. 

2. Provide greater funding for regulatory oversight that is not merely complaint driven 
A.   Consensus      B.   No consensus        C.   Disagree 

3. Provide greater protection of landowners' surface rights and riparian areas. 
A.   Consensus      B.   No consensus        C.   Disagree 

4. Require a full disclosure of chemical additives capable of infiltrating groundwater or pro-
ducing air pollution used in processing shale  
A.   Consensus      B.   No consensus        C.   Disagree 

5. Restructure severance tax so that it is based on market value rather than volume pro-
duced and set at a rate comparable to the rest of this region. 
A.   Consensus      B.   No consensus        C.   Disagree 

6. Use of severance taxes should broadly benefit the entire state and not be used to cor-
rect environmental or physical damages resulting from the extraction process. 
A.   Consensus      B.   No consensus        C.   Disagree 

7. The state should establish a fund to cover infrastructure changes and damage in areas 
which are impacted by gas drilling. 
A.   Consensus      B.   No consensus        C.   Disagree 

Natural Gas Drilling Study, continued 
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The Fairfield Bay (FFB) MAL Unit and the Washington County League have had a busy winter 
studying Fayetteville Shale drilling.  After authoring our state study, FFB kept on working on 
this issue.  Last month, this active group organized a tour of actual wells in Van Buren County, 
while the Washington County League helped to sponsor a forum for the general public with a  
variety of expert speakers.  Both of these events represented an example of a local league join-
ing in a coalition with another organization with similar goals, a tactic that allows for the pool-
ing of sometimes scarce resources. 
 
Fairfield Bay joined with the Van Buren County Conservation District Directors to sponsor the 
van tour, also extending the invitation to league members from other parts of the state.  The 
tour, originally slated for a December date, was actually held on January 15 due to inclement 
weather.  Tour attendees, which included representatives from Washington and Benton County 
Leagues and FFB MAL Unit, members from the Save Greers Ferry Lake organization, as well 
as concerned citizens, toured dozens of well sites hosted by two of the local landowners. After 
viewing wells being drilled at all stages of completion, the group stopped at the wells located on 
the land of one of their drivers. Located on a 2 acre gravel pad, these two wells are fully opera-
tional and viewers were able to see the pipe lines, well heads, and collection tanks.  A light 
lunch was served to them by the Van Buren County Conservation District.  Participants learned 
that drilling is in full swing.  At this time, the plans are for 8000 wells to be drilled in Van Bu-
ren County alone.  The tour captured the attention of the local newspaper, which ran a full arti-
cle on League activities.   
 
On January 23, Washington County League co-hosted a forum of experts along with the Sierra 
Club. This two-hour panel included James Bradbury from Fort Worth, a Texas attorney familiar 
with the Bartlett Shale projects and Amy Mall, Senior Policy Analyst, Natural Resources De-
fense Council, who recently testified in Congressional hearings on gas drilling; Lawrence Ben-
gal, Director of Arkansas Oil & Gas Commission: Eric Stagg, property owner with three gas 
wells; Rep. Betty Pickett, legislator from District 45 in Conway and Faulkner County. 

 

 

Two Arkansas Leagues Focus Efforts on  

Fayetteville Shale Drilling Study 

From left: Eric Stagg, Jim Bradbury,  
Lawrence Bengal and Betty Pickett  

Fairfield Bay MAL Unit Gas Well Tour 
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EDUCATION 
 
All the effort Arkansas has been expend-
ing aimed at improving our education sys-
tem has paid off.  Washington based EDU-
CATION WEEK on Jan. 9, 2008, gave 
Arkansas a B minus for overall quality of 
public education (while the nation as a 
whole got a C) and ranked Arkansas 
eighth in the nation in quality of the state's 
educational policies.  Arkansas ranked 
second in the category of teacher qual-
ity.  We should all be proud of this 
achievement but remember to keep pres-
sure on our legislators and educators to 
continue to improve. 
     —Delores McMillan 

Government in ArkansasGovernment in ArkansasGovernment in ArkansasGovernment in Arkansas    

 Government in Arkansas is the signature 
publication of the League of Women Voters 
of Arkansas. This is an excellent resource for 
librarians, elected officials, for social studies, 
history or government classrooms and any-
one who wishes to understand the structure 
and functions of the government of the state 
of Arkansas.  Reviewed and edited in 2004 
by Douglas and Margaret Reed of Ouachita 
Baptist College in Arkadelphia, the book was 
re-released in September 2004 and is avail-
able from the Educators Book Depository in 
Little Rock.  
 As we reported last summer, the Arkan-
sas Board of Education adopted Government 
as an official text for public schools in Ar-
kansas as a supplement for social studies and 
history classes. Sales of the books will now 
be taken over completely by the Educators 
Book Depository.  The price is $15 a copy 
plus shipping, handling and sales tax.  The 
Little Rock office is not longer handling 
sales of Government in Arkansas, so please 
direct your requests for books to the Book 
Depository. For exact price, including ship-
ping and handling, please call  501-490-007.  
Individual purchasers may fax in a request at 
501-490-0006.  Full details can be found at 
the League of Women Voters of Arkansas 
website, including a print-off order form  at 
http://www.lwv-arkansas.org. 
 If you do not have a copy of this book, 
consider getting one. There is no single bet-
ter source for information on Arkansas gov-
ernment! 

ATTENTION 
Articles for the next issue of the Voter are due March 14 by email to LaQuita Saunders.  

 Please appoint a reporter to send news from your League   
Thanks! 
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 Washington County 
 
Besides the Fayetteville Shale Forum held in 
January (see page 6), Washington County had a 
very busy fall and early winter. In September, 
Joyce Hale presented a slide show called 
“We’ve Come a Long Way, Baby” on the his-
tory of the League, a slide show that can be 
seen on their website, http://www.uark.edu/ua/
skelley/lwvwc/.   
 
Other meetings focused on the National Immi-
gration Study, a look at key issues for the presi-
dential election and water conservation. For 
immigration, a panel of experts spoke to the 
members in November. Later that month, the 
members held a potluck to take consensus on 
that rather difficult and complex subject. 
 
Putting on the Shale Oil forum kept them busy. 
Besides an open panel, this was videotaped and 
used teleconferencing for at least one of the 
participants. Other leagues will be able to ob-
tain a copy of the DVD of this interesting and 
informative session for a mere $5 contribution. 

News From Around the State 

Pulaski County 
 

The Pulaski County League has focused its ener-
gies on several issues, but especially the question 
of education. In particular, the League asked it-
self "How can we best serve the students of  the 
Pulaski County and Little Rock public schools?"  
To answer this question, members of the educa-
tion subcommittee of the action committee have 
been meeting with members of the Little Rock 
District School Board, chamber of commerce 
members, and interested community members. 
Attempting to close up the achievement gaps was 
of special interest; one suggestion was year-
round elementary schools. Besides education, 
PCLWV continued pursuing local issues such as 
the Maumelle Watershed Protection, the Water-
shed Management Plan, and the BFI Landfill 
expansion. 

Jonesboro LWV 
 
After several months of inactivity, the 
Jonesboro League met at the beginning of 
February to address some difficult questions. 
After a great deal of debate and careful 
consideration, Jonesboro members voted to 
disband as a local league and reform as an MAL 
Unit.   Members LaQuita Saunders and Donna 
Gilbert were selected to be co-chairs of the new 
MAL unit and a plan for meetings was 
established. In March, the Jonesboro MAL Unit 
will hold a membership event in which the 
current stands will be explained to those in 
attendance. Other basic meetings were also 
planned. Members said they regarded the 
reformation not as a failure, but rather as an 
opportunity to rebuild! Watch for future news! 

LWVAR Needs You! 
 
On February 5, the LWVAR mailed donation 
solicitation letters to its members.  Please be on 
the lookout for your letter.  The League needs 
your support as we continue in our efforts to in-
form and involve Arkansas citizens as well as 
advocate for positive public policy.  If you have 
any recommendations of businesses that might be 
able to offer financial support, please e-mail the 
address and contact person to Kathleen at kath-
leen.velek@gmail.com so that a letter can be 
processed.  All donors will be recognized in an 
upcoming issue. 

Members at Large should 
have received their renewal 
reminders by now; please 
return as soon as possible. 

Thanks! 
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Benton County 
 
Washington County and Benton County 
Leagues joined forces on several projects 
lately to add strength to the Immigration and 
Fayetteville Shale Studies.  This gave both 
leagues more opportunity to get to know each 
another and share the workload. Benton pro-
vided refreshments for the Fayetteville Shale 
Forum in January.  
 
Plans are underway for a candidates forum 
before the May preferential primary election 
which  they will co-sponsor along with the 
Bentonville Public Library.  
 
It is obvious that this recently organized local 
league has hit the ground running with a busy 
slate of activities. 

News from Around the State, continued 

Fort Smith  
 
Fort Smith got busy last fall with a lunch-time 
candidates forum prior to the school board elec-
tion followed by a report from the school super-
intendent on the effects of immigration on the 
local schools.  Members learned that 27% of 
Fort Smith’s school children come from homes 
where English is not the spoken language. Ac-
cording to the superintendent, it takes 4-6 years 
to get the average child fluent in English! 
 
The October meeting continued to focus on the 
National Immigration study with a review of the 
Rockefeller Foundation report on immigration in 
Arkansas. After that, In November and Decem-
ber member meetings featured an Immigration 
Service official, an Immigration attorney, and an 
interesting perspective from an emergency room 
physician whose parents were legal Hispanic 
immigrants.  The consensus resulted in a very 
spirited discussion!  February finds this busy 
league planning its annual fundraiser auction 
and the Fayetteville Shale study. 

Fairfield Bay MAL Unit 
 
This is one busy MAL unit!  While the high-
point of this past fall and winter was probably 
the gas well tour (see page 6), many other 
events kept these members at large active. 
 
Members began the fall working on the Immi-
gration study as well as writing the Fayetteville 
Shale Natural Gas Study for the state. FFB as 
well as the rest of the state especially wants to 
acknowledge the very hard work of members 
India Brown and Nancy Johnson on this study. 
 
The November meeting featured a speaker on 
shale drilling and then in December the unit met 
for a holiday luncheon that featured a presenta-
tion on the history of the league. As a service to 
their community, FFB members agreed to pur-
chase a number of copies of Government in Ar-
kansas to distribute to libraries and schools in 
the four counties around them. 

Newest Member?? 
 
We all love getting new members for the 
League, but rarely do most of our groups find 

themselves blessed 
in this way. 
LWVWC 1st Vice 
President Karen 
Minkel proved that 
she would go the 
“extra mile” to 
increase league 
membership with 
the arrival of her 
new baby girl, 
Ariana Grace. (ok, 
her husband Justin 
should also be 

given some credit here!) To celebrate, Wash-
ington County had a baby shower and gathered 
items for the local women’s shelter, as well. 
Congratulations to Karen and Justin and wel-
come, Baby Ariana! 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY,HAPPY BIRTHDAY,HAPPY BIRTHDAY,HAPPY BIRTHDAY,    

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS!LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS!LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS!LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS!    
    
On February 14, 1920, the League of Women 
Voters was born to empower those women who 
had just been granted the vote through the pas-
sage and ratification of the 19th Amendment.  So 
this month, don’t just celebrate Valentine’s Day.  
Instead, celebrate 88 years of women educating 
women on the important issues facing our na-
tion. Celebrate 88 years of grassroots lobbying.  
Celebrate 88 years of candidates forums, presi-
dential debates, and voter education guides. 
Celebrate 88 years of fighting for child labor 
laws, minimum wage laws, Social Security, the 
Clean Air Act, integrated schools, gun control, 
and voting reforms.   

 

CELEBRATE THE LEAGUE! 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Arkansas Presidential  
Primary Election ................... Feb. 5 
 
LWV Birthday!  .................. Feb. 14 
 
Council Reservation due .... April 1 
 
Voter Registration 
Deadline for Primary ........ April 21 
 
LWVAR Board Meeting .. April 25 
 
LWVAR Council ............... April 26 
 
Arkansas Gen. Primary ...... May 20 
 
 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF 
ARKANSAS 

2020 West 3rd Street, Suite 504 
Little Rock, AR 72205 

Put appropriate postage  
here for mailing. 

Post Office will not  
deliver without postage. 


