HMSC

HARVARD MUSEUMSor
SCIENCE & CULTURE



Hens and chickens (Echeveria secunda)

Model number 96, Leopold and Rudolf Blaschka, 1889
Harvard University Herbaria

Photo by Natalja Kent

Model on display at the Harvard Museum of Natural History

The Ware Collection of Blaschka Glass Models of Plants

Harvard’s famed “Glass Flowers” were painstakingly created entirely from glass by the artists
Leopold and Rudolf Blaschka between 1886 and 1936. Commissioned by Professor George
Lincoln Goodale, founder of the Botanical Museum at Harvard, the scientifically accurate
collection provided a way for students and the general public to study plant form and function
in the 19th century through today. The collection continues to inspire generations of visitors.
Succulent plants, including the one featured here, have thickened leaves that retain water

in arid climates. This species has a rosette structure that can grow up to six inches wide and
produce numerous flowering off-shoots which has influenced its common name of “Hens

and chickens.”

Harvard Museums of Science & Culture (HMSC) is a partnership of four Harvard
museums that present captivating programming for all ages and a dynamic array of
permanent and changing exhibits. HMSC invites you to connect with Harvard University’s
distinctive collections and vital research on human civilizations, biodiversity, and the history

of Earth and science.

Share your creations with us on social media #ColorOurCollections and #HMSCconnects

Continue exploring our museums:
HMSC connects!

Collection of Historical Scientific Instruments

Harvard Museum of the Ancient Near East

Harvard Museum of Natural History

Peabody Museum of Archaeology & Ethnology

HM HARVARD MUSEUMS or SCIENCE & CULTURE

Copyright © 2020 The President and Fellows of Harvard College


https://hmnh.harvard.edu/glass-flowers
https://hmane.harvard.edu/
https://hmnh.harvard.edu/
https://www.peabody.harvard.edu/
https://hmsc.harvard.edu/
https://hmsc.harvard.edu/hmsc-connects
https://chsi.harvard.edu/

	succulent1
	succulent2

