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Exhibit on display at the Harvard Museum of Natural History 
Sea Creatures in Glass 

Before they were commissioned to make the Glass Flowers for Harvard University, father and 
son artists Leopold and Rudolf Blaschka were making meticulously crafted glass marine 
animals that were sold in scientific catalogues. During the late 1800s, the Harvard Museum 
of Comparative Zoology purchased more than 400 models for the museum, amassing what 
is now one of the worldʼs largest surviving collections. This model could be purchased for 
$1.00 in the 1878 H.A. Wardʼs Catalogue of Glass Models of Invertebrate Animals. 

Caryophyllia smithii is a solitary species of coral that is characterized by a cup-shaped 
stony skeleton with an elliptical base and a diameter of up to one inch. It is native to the 
northeastern Atlantic Ocean, the North Sea, and the Mediterranean Sea. 

Harvard Museums of Science & Culture (HMSC) is a partnership of four Harvard 
museums that present captivating programming for all ages and a dynamic array of 
permanent and changing exhibits. HMSC invites you to connect with Harvard Universityʼs 
distinctive collections and vital research on human civilizations, biodiversity, and the history 
of Earth and science. 

Share your creations with us on social media #ColorOurCollections and #HMSCconnects 

Continue exploring our museums: 

HMSC connects! 

Collection of Historical Scientific Instruments 

Harvard Museum of the Ancient Near East 

Harvard Museum of Natural History 

Peabody Museum of Archaeology & Ethnology 
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