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Exterior view of the Peabody Museum of Archaeology & Ethnology 

From towering Native American totem poles and Maya sculptures to finely woven textiles and 
everyday utensils, the Peabody Museum is among the oldest archaeological and ethnographic 
museums in the world with one of the finest collections of human cultural history found 
anywhere. 

Founded in 1866 by philanthropist George Peabody, the Peabody Museum is among the oldest 
anthropology museums in the world, and still occupies its original nineteenth-century building. 
The museumʼs mission and operations, however, have changed considerably over the past one
hundred and fifty years. 

The Peabody is well known for its significant collections of archaeological and ethnographic 
materials from around the world, many of which were acquired during the era of European and 
American expansion, exploration, and colonization. 

Harvard Museums of Science & Culture (HMSC) is a partnership of four Harvard 
museums that present captivating programming for all ages and a dynamic array of 
permanent and changing exhibits. HMSC invites you to connect with Harvard Universityʼs 
distinctive collections and vital research on human civilizations, biodiversity, and the history 
of Earth and science. 

Share your creations with us on social media #ColorOurCollections and #HMSCconnects 

Continue exploring our museums: 

HMSC connects! 

Collection of Historical Scientific Instruments 

Harvard Museum of the Ancient Near East 

Harvard Museum of Natural History 

Peabody Museum of Archaeology & Ethnology 
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https://hmsc.harvard.edu/
https://hmsc.harvard.edu/hmsc-connects
https://chsi.harvard.edu/
https://hmane.harvard.edu/
https://hmnh.harvard.edu/
https://www.peabody.harvard.edu/
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