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Silver Bracelets 
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© President and Fellows of Harvard College 

On display at the Harvard Museum of the Ancient Near East  
From the Nile to the Euphrates: Creating the Harvard Semitic Museum 

Silver bracelets like these are typical of those worn by Palestinian women at the turn of 
the 20th century. As visual markers of wealth these silver bracelets, as well as other items 
including headdresses, rings, earrings, and robes, could have been acquired before marriage 
to demonstrate the womanʼs social commitment, values, and independence. A source of 
economic power, her jewelry might be used as payment or as collateral for loans. These 
bracelets and other pieces of clothing and jewelry were acquired in Jerusalem in 1902 by 
David Gordon Lyon, the founder of the Harvard Semitic Museum, today known as the 
Harvard Museum of the Ancient Near East. 

Harvard Museums of Science & Culture (HMSC) is a partnership of four Harvard 
museums that present captivating programming for all ages and a dynamic array of 
permanent and changing exhibits. HMSC invites you to connect with Harvard Universityʼs
distinctive collections and vital research on human civilizations, biodiversity, and the history 
of Earth and science. 

Share your creations with us on social media #ColorOurCollections and #HMSCconnects 

Continue exploring our museums: 

HMSC connects! 

Collection of Historical Scientific Instruments 

Harvard Museum of the Ancient Near East 

Harvard Museum of Natural History 

Peabody Museum of Archaeology & Ethnology 
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