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Chladni Figures
"Sound." John Tyndall, D. Appleton & Company, New York: 1867. 

On display at the Collection of Historical Scientific Instruments
Visual Science: The Art of Research

These figures are created by sand moving on a vibrating surface and show the usually 
invisible resonate waves. The technique for creating these figures was developed by physicist 
Ernst Chladni in 1781 and is still used in designing guitars and other stringed instruments. 

Harvard Museums of Science & Culture (HMSC) is a partnership of four Harvard 
museums that present captivating programming for all ages and a dynamic array of 
permanent and changing exhibits. HMSC invites you to connect with Harvard Universityʼs 
distinctive collections and vital research on human civilizations, biodiversity, and the history 
of Earth and science. 

Share your creations with us on social media  #ColorOurCollections and #HMSCconnects

Continue exploring our museums:

HMSC connects!
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