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Slender rosette grass (Dichanthelium xanthophysum) 
Model number 774, Rudolf Blaschka, 1923 
Harvard University Herbaria 
Photo by Natalja Kent 

The Glass Flowers on display at the Harvard Museum of Natural History 
The Ware Collection of Blaschka Glass Models of Plants 

Book available for purchase online at the Shop at the Harvard Museum of Natural History 
The highly anticipated new Glass Flowers book is here! In collaboration with Jennifer Brown, 
Collection Manager for the Glass Flowers, Scott E. Fulton, Conservator for the Glass Flowers, 
and Donald H. Pfister, Asa Gray Professor of Systematic Botany and Curator of the Farlow 
Library and Herbarium of Cryptogamic Botany, photographer Natalja Kent captures the 
stunning beauty of the Ware Collection of Blaschka Glass Models of Plants in Glass Flowers: 
Marvels of Art and Science at Harvard. 

Shown here is the bookʼs cover image which includes a closeup of model number 774, 
Dichanthelium xanthophysum. This enlarged rendering of a tiny grass flower made by 
Rudolph Blaschka in 1923 shows the adaptation of grasses to wind pollination. The long, 
dangling filaments of the stamens allow the anthers to release pollen as turbulent air 
disturbs them. The highly divided and feathery stigma promotes the capture of pollen. 

Harvard Museums of Science & Culture (HMSC) is a partnership of four Harvard 
museums that present captivating programming for all ages and a dynamic array of 
permanent and changing exhibits. HMSC invites you to connect with Harvard Universityʼs 
distinctive collections and vital research on human civilizations, biodiversity, and the history 
of Earth and science. 
Share your creations with us on social media #ColorOurCollections and #HMSCconnects 

Continue exploring our museums: 

HMSC connects! 

Collection of Historical Scientific Instruments 

Harvard Museum of the Ancient Near East 

Harvard Museum of Natural History 

Peabody Museum of Archaeology & Ethnology 
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https://hmnh.harvard.edu/glass-flowers
https://hmnh.harvard.edu/shop
https://hmsc.harvard.edu/
https://hmsc.harvard.edu/hmsc-connects
https://chsi.harvard.edu/
https://hmane.harvard.edu/
https://hmnh.harvard.edu/
https://www.peabody.harvard.edu/
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