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$
he p u b lic  d is c o u rs e  c o n c e rn in g  som e 65  m illio n  d isp la ce d  pe op le  f le e in g  w ar, e c o ­

no m ic  c ris is , and c lim a te  d is a s te r a c ross  N o rth  A fr ic a  and S o u th  and W e s t A s ia  

re fle c ts  ne w  ch a lle n g e s  fo r c r it ic a l th e o r ie s  o f race. On th e  one hand, th e se  e ve n ts  

re f le c t th e  n e c e s s ity  fo r  c r it ic a l race th e o r ie s  to  tra n s c e n d  c o n v e n tio n a l b o u n d a rie s  o f n a tio n , 

sca le , and sp e c ie s  a t a t im e  w h e n  w a r and e n v iro n m e n ta l d e s tru c t io n  c ro ss  all m a n n e r o f 

g e o g ra p h ic , e c o s y s te m ic , and soc ia l bo rd e rs . On th e  o th e r  hand, c r it ic a l race th e o ry  s ta n d s  

a t a p o lit ic a l c ro ss ro a d s  in an era in w h ic h  s ta te s  p ro c la im  an o f f ic ia l rac ia l lib e ra lism  th a t 

m asks h o w  rac ia l in e q u a lity  is shaped  and re p ro d u ce d  th ro u g h  h is to r ie s  o f m ilita r is m  and 

c a p ita lis t d e v e lo p m e n t. A s m ig ra tio n  is a m b iv a le n tly  f ig u re d  as b o th  a ra c ia lized  s e c u r ity  risk  

and a re sou rce  fo r a d a p ta tio n  to  c r is is , th e  f ie ld  o f  rac ia l p o w e r is c o n fig u re d  in c o n tra d ic ­

to ry  w a ys  th ro u g h  p o lit ic a l s tru g g le s  o ve r th e  s e c u r ity  s ta te , th e  c a rb o n  e co n o m y, hu m an  

s e tt le m e n t, im m ig ra tio n , and  th e  c u r re n t w a rs . H o w  can  w e  lo c a te  th e  fie ld  o f th e  rac ia l in 

e m e rg in g  s e c u r ity  re g im e s ' a tte m p ts  to  c o n tro l th e  re s u ltin g  m o b iliz a tio n s  o f b o d ies , e c o lo ­

g ies , and a ffe c ts ?

In th is  s h o r t essay, I p ropose  an a c c o u n t o f  rac ia l asse m b lag e  th a t c o n n e c ts  c lim a te -re la te d  

v u ln e ra b ility  to  th e  p ro d u c t iv e  base o f ra c ia l c a p ita lis m  and th e  g e o p o lit ic s  o f o il. A lth o u g h  

e n v iro n m e n ta l ju s t ic e  s c h o la rs h ip  has m ade im p o r ta n t c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  u n d e rs ta n d in g  " th e  

unequa l d is tr ib u t io n  o f e n v iro n m e n ta l b e n e fits  and p o llu t io n  bu rden s  based on ra c e ,"1 a 

fo c u s  on p o s t- fa c to  d e te rm in a tio n s  o f unequa l v u ln e ra b ility  to  e n v iro n m e n ta l ha rm  can na r­

ro w  th e  f ie ld  o f an a lys is  o f e n v iro n m e n ta l ra c ism  in a m a n n e r th a t e xc lu d e s  th e  p ro d u c tiv e  

bases o f rac ia l c a p ita lis m  and th a t re p e a te d ly  s ta g e s  a d e ba te  o ve r w h e th e r race o r c lass  is a 

g re a te r c o n tr ib u to r  to  to x ic i ty  r is k .2 P o s t-fa c to  e v id e n ce  o f e n v iro n m e n ta l ra c ism  m u s t th u s  

be c o n n e c te d  to  an a n a lys is  o f th e  g e o p o lit ic a l fo rm  o f th e  c a rb o n  e co n o m y  in o rd e r to  t ra c k  

rac ia l c a p ita lis m 's  b io p o lit ic a l lo g ic s , in c lu d in g  th e  lo g ics  o f s e c u r ity  th a t  in te r lin k  p o lit ic a l, 

so c ia l, and e c o lo g ic a l r isk . A  v is io n  o f e n v iro n m e n ta l ra c ism  th a t  is p r im a rily  fo c u s e d  on d is ­

tr ib u t io n s  o f v u ln e ra b ility  is in c re a s in g ly  a p p ro p ria te d  by e n v iro n m e n ta l s e c u r ity  d is co u rse , 

w h ic h  hopes to  re h a b ilita te  and m o b ilize  th e  ra c ia lized  e n v iro n m e n ta l m ig ra n t w ith o u t  t ra n s ­

fo rm in g  th e  co lo n ia l lo g ics  o f c a p ita lis m  th a t  d isp la ce  th e  m ig ra n t. T rack ing  h o w  th e  In te r­

g o v e rn m e n ta l Panel on C lim a te  C hange (th e  in te rn a t io n a l b o d y  o f e x p e rts  th a t e va lu a te s  

p u b lish e d  c lim a te  sc ie n ce  fo r  th e  U n ited  N a tion s) c o n s tru c ts  th e  s o -ca lle d  c lim a te  re fuge e  

as a s ite  o f hope fo r  s e c u r ity  and a d a p ta tio n , I s u g g e s t th a t e m e rg in g  a c c o u n ts  o f race are 

a ffe c te d  by  a fo rm  o f p o p u la tio n  c o n s tru c t io n  and sca lin g  th a t  m ask th e  s y s te m ic  v io le n c e  o f 

rac ia l c a p ita lis m . In response , I e xa m ine  h o w  an in v ig o ra te d  m a te ria lis m  o ffe rs  an a lte rn a tiv e
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by o p e n in g  c r it ic a l a c c o u n ts  o f th e  co lo n ia l c a rb o n  e co n o m y , its  c r is is  te n d e n c ie s , and its  

fo rm s  o f soc ia l and e c o lo g ic a l o rd e rin g .

A g ro w in g  c o h o r t o f e n v iro n m e n ta lis ts , p u b lic  in te lle c tu a ls , and g o v e rn m e n t e x p e rts  no te  

th e  ra c ia lly  unequa l e f fe c ts  o f c a rb o n  em iss io n s  v ia  to x ic ity ,  sea leve l rise, w e a th e r d is a s ­

te rs , d e s e r t if ic a t io n , and o th e r c lim a tic  ch a n g e s . In th e  fa ce  o f a m a in s tre a m  d is c o u rs e  on 

th e  s o -c a lle d  a n th ro p o c e n e  (w h ic h  a sse rts  th a t h u m a n - in d u c e d  e n v iro n m e n ta l ch a n g e s  are 

n o w  th e  p r im a ry  g e o p h ys ica l fo rc e s  sha p in g  th e  p la n e t), e n v iro n m e n ta l ju s t ic e  d isco u rse s  

q u e s tio n  th e  m a nne r in w h ic h  c a p ita lis t e x tra c t io n  and d e v e lo p m e n t p ro ce sse s  d ispe rse  

w a s te  u n e q u a lly  a c ross  th e  p la n e t. Y et th e  te rm s  o f d e s c r ip t io n  fo r  e n v iro n m e n ta l rac ism , 

and its  re la tio n  to  o th e r  d im e n s io n s  o f in e q u a lity , v a ry  w id e ly . The sca la r d im e n s io n s  and 

c o m p le x ity  o f c lim a te  cha nge  p rocesses  invoke  in e q u a lit ie s  based on race, c la ss , n a tion , 

gender, and sp e c ie s  th a t rem a in  d i f f ic u lt  to  in te g ra te  in to  a s y s te m ic  a c c o u n t.3

A s  su ch , p u b lic  a sse ssm e n ts  o f c lim a te  ch a n g e  as ra c ism  o fte n  in voke  re tro s p e c tiv e , e m p ir­

ica l c a lc u la t io n  o f ra c ia lized  g ro u p s ' v u ln e ra b ility  to  e n v iro n m e n ta l d e s tru c t io n — a c o n fig u ra ­

t io n  o f rac ia l p o w e r th a t m ay be in c id e n ta l in in te n t b u t d e ad ly  in e f fe c t .  In her re c e n t essay 

on E dw ard  S aid and c lim a te  cha nge , N aom i K le in  s u g g e s ts  th a t th e  re ck le ss  " re fu s a l to  lo w e r 

e m iss io n s  ... w o u ld  have been fu n c t io n a lly  im p o ss ib le  w ith o u t  in s t itu t io n a l ra c ism , even if 

o n ly  la te n t."  In vo k in g  an O r ie n ta lis t "o th e r in g "  p rocess  in vo lve d  in d isp la c in g  and p o llu tin g  

c o m m u n itie s  fo r  th e  e x tra c t io n  and p ro ce ss in g  o f coa l and o il, K le in  n o te s  th a t p ro p o r t io n ­

a lly  " th e s e  are o v e rw h e lm in g ly  c o m m u n itie s  o f co lo u r, b la ck  and L a tin o , fo rc e d  to  c a rry  th e  

to x ic  bu rden  o f ou r c o lle c t iv e  a d d ic tio n  to  fo s s il fu e ls  w ith  m a rke d ly  h ig h e r ra te s  o f re s p i­

ra to ry  illn e sse s  and c a n c e rs ."  K le in  pa irs  th is  d e s c r ip t io n  o f "e n v iro n m e n ta l ra c is m " w ith  

a n o th e r b ra cke te d  te rm , "e c o lo g ic a l g e n o c id e ,"  w h ic h  she uses to  de sc rib e  th e  e x tra c t iv e  

d e s tru c t io n  o f n a tive  lands fro m  th e  N iger D e lta  to  th e  C anad ian  ta r  s a n d s .4 O th e r w r it in g s  

on su ch  in ju s tic e s  em phas ize  th e  c lass  d im e n s io n  th a t u n e q u a lly  a f fe c ts  s p e c if ic  n a tio n a l 

and rac ia l g ro u p in g s . J u n o t D iaz e m p has ize s  v u ln e ra b ility  to  m ass d e a th  and d is lo c a tio n  as 

an a f te re f fe c t  o f c o lo n ia l c a p ita lis m : "T h is  is w h a t H a iti is b o th  v ic t im  and s y m b o l o f—th is  

new , ra p a c io u s  s ta g e  o f c a p ita lis m . A  c a n n ib a l s ta g e  w h e re , in o rde r to  p o w e r th e  e xp lo s io n  

o f th e  su p e r-r ic h  and th e  u ltra -r ic h , m id d le  c lasses  are be ing  fo rc e d  to  fa il,  w o rk in g  c lasses 

are be ing  re -p ro le ta r ia n iz e d , and th e  p o o re s t are be ing  pu shed  be yond  th e  g r im  lim its  o f 

s u b s is te n ce , in to  a k ind  o f s e p u lch ra l h a lf- life , p e r fe c t ta rg e ts  fo r  any 'n a tu ra l d is a s te r ' th a t 

ju s t  h a ppen s  to  w a n d e r b y ."6

Even as su ch  s ta te m e n ts  in s is t on a tte n d in g  to  s o c ia l, p o lit ic a l,  and e c o n o m ic  fa c to rs  th a t 

are o fte n  s id e lin e d  in p la n e t-s c a le  a c c o u n ts  o f th e  a n th ro p o c e n e , th e  tu rn  to  th e  in c id e n ta l 

and th e  e m p ir ic a l in voke s  an a d -h o c  c o n c e p tio n  o f ra c ism . W h a t w o u ld  it m e an  to  th in k , 

a lon g  th e  lin e s  o f A ru n  S a ldan ha , o f c lim a te  ch a n g e  m ore  b ro a d ly  as a rac ia l e c o lo g y  o f 

c a p ita lis m ?  For S a ldan ha , " th e  e c o lo g y  o f g lo b a l c a p ita lis m  has fo r  som e fo u r  c e n tu r ie s  

been in tr in s ic a lly  � � � �� � �  m a k in g  w h ite  p o p u la tio n s  live  lo n g e r and b e tte r  a t th e  exp ense  

o f th e  to il and  s u ffe r in g  o f o th e rs . H u m a n ita r ia n  c a m p a ig n s  a fte r  'n a tu ra l ' d is a s te rs  in 

th e  S o u th  (th e  2 0 1 0  H a iti e a rth q u a ke ), d is a s te rs  w h ic h  w ill be co m e  ro u tin e  if  c a p ita lis m  

goes on as i t  does, are th e  c le a re s t e xa m p le  o f th e  c o n tin u in g  ra c is t h y p o c ris y  u n d e rn e a th  

W e s te rn  h u m a n ism  ... A s  a c t iv is ts  p o in t o u t, p lace s  s u ffe r in g  m o s t fro m  c lim a te  cha nge
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have c o n tr ib u te d  le a s t to  c a rb o n  e m iss io n s . The A n th ro p o c e n e  is in i ts e lf  a ra c is t b io p o lit ic a l 

re a li ty . "6 The d if f ic u lt y  in d e ve lo p in g  su ch  an a c c o u n t o f th e  e n v iro n m e n ta l fo rm  o f rac ia l 

c a p ita lis m  re fle c ts  a b roade r d i f f ic u lt y  in  re sp o n d in g  to  a ra c ia l lib e ra lism  th a t a sse rts  th e  

p o s t-ra c ia lis m  o f th e  s ta te . C rit ic a l race th e o ry  has in tu rn  been cha rg e d  w ith  a s s e rtin g  th e  

g e n e ra lize d  n a tu re  o f ra c ism  a t th e  sam e t im e  th a t  it  c la im s  th a t race is c o n s tru c te d  and 

in a b io lo g ic a l sense u n re a l.7 A n d  y e t i f  race  is n 't  " re a l"  in th e  sense o f be ing  g e n e tic a lly  

in s c rib e d  in th e  bo dy , th e  d e a th -d e a lin g  e f fe c ts  o f ra c ism  are all to o  e a s ily  m easu re d  in a 

h o s t o f d e m o g ra p h ic  d a ta  on phenom ena  ra ng ing  fro m  d isease  to  to x ic ity ,  in ca rc e ra tio n , and 

gun  v io le n ce .

To ch a lle n g e  su ch  e m p ir ica l in e q u a lit ie s  re qu ire s  a t te n t io n  to  th e ir  m o b iliz a tio n  in sy s te m s  

o f rac ia l c o n tro l. In th e  m o s t s o p h is tic a te d  an a lyses  o f  ra c ia l c a p ita lis m , th e  p o s t- fa c to  

d ia g n o s is  o f ra c ia lly  unequa l life  o u tc o m e s  be com es  an o c c a s io n  fo r  re th in k in g  th e  h is to r ic a l 

t ra n s fo rm a tio n  o f th e  ra c ia l fie ld . R uth  W ils o n  G ilm o re 's  s tu d y  ; 	$! � � � ; � $� 9  e xp lo re s  h o w  

th e  ne o lib e ra l p r iso n  e xp a n s io n  se rves  as a s o lu t io n  to  c rise s  o f p o lit ic a l e co n o m y , a s s e m ­

b lin g  rac ia l ca te g o r ie s  by re p ro d u c in g  and re d is tr ib u t in g  so c ia l v u ln e ra b ility . G ilm o re 's  s tu d y  

s ta n d s  a p a rt fro m  som e o th e r re ce n t s c h o la rs h ip  on  race and in c a rc e ra tio n , as w e ll as re c e n t 

n e c ro p o lit ic a l tre n d s  in c r it ic a l race th e o ry , by s itu a t in g  th e  fo rc e  o f C a lifo rn ia 's  ca rce ra i 

p ro je c t a g a in s t a b a ckd ro p  o f c rise s  o f c a p ita l and s ta te c ra f t .  It is in  th is  c o n te x t— in w h ic h  

th e  c r im in a liz a tio n  o f p o p u la tio n s  fig u re d  as su rp lu s  re so lve s  c o n tra d ic t io n s  in th e  s ta te 's  

m a n a g e m e n t o f c a p ita l's  d e v e lo p m e n t p o te n t ia l—th a t G ilm o re  d e fin e s  ra c ism  as an in s t i ­

tu t io n a l so c ia l re la tio n : "R a c ism , s p e c if ic a lly , is th e  s ta te -s a n c tio n e d  o r e x tra le g a l p ro d u c ­

t io n  and e x p lo ita t io n  o f g ro u p -d if fe re n t ia te d  v u ln e ra b ility  to  p re m a tu re  d e a th ."8 From  th e  

va n ta g e  o f th e  n e o c o n s e rv a tiv e  co m m o n  sense a b o u t race, as w e ll as fro m  c la s s -c e n te re d  

fo rm s  o f L e ft c r it iq u e , th is  d e f in it io n  m ay seem  id io s y n c ra t ic  o r s im p ly  in a c c u ra te . C e n te rin g  

on th e  d is tr ib u t io n  o f d e a th  ra th e r th a n  th e  d if fe re n t ia t io n  o f life  (via p h e n o ty p e  o r c u ltu ra l 

essence), th is  d e f in it io n  s u g g e s ts  th a t  race is th e  p ro d u c t o f so c ia l re la tio n s  ra th e r th a n  an 

a p r io ri soc ia l c a te g o r iz a tio n .

T he p o te n tia l o f su ch  a re d e fin it io n  o f race lies in p a rt in th e  w a y s  it  re g is te rs  w h a t N ikh il 

S ingh  d e sc rib e s  as " th e  a p p a re n t c o n tra d ic t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  o n g o in g  n o rm a liz a tio n  o f ra c ia l 

lib e ra lism  and th e  in te n s if ic a t io n  o f ra c ia lly  in sc rib e d  d o m in a t io n ."9 R acism  m u s t be u n d e r­

s to o d  n o t s im p ly  in its  rh e to r ic a l fo rm  as a se t o f m o ra l in fra c t io n s , b u t ra th e r as an e f fe c t  o f 

th e  m a te ria l fo rm a tio n  o f soc ia l re la tio n s  and th e ir  im b r ic a tio n  in m o re -th a n -h u m a n  n e tw o rk s  

o f s e tt le m e n t and e c o lo g ic a l re p ro d u c tio n . Th us , d e sp ite  th e  fa c t  th a t G ilm o re 's  fo c u s  on 

ra c is m 's  re la tio n  to  d e a th  sha res  a c e r ta in  c o n c e p tu a l g ro u n d  w ith  d e h is to r ic iz e d  th e o r ie s  o f 

race as soc ia l d e a th  o r e x c e p tio n , he r in s is te n c e  th a t  th e  so c ia l d y n a m ic s  o f th is  d e a th -d e a l­

ing  re la tio n  are < � 	 ! � � � �� �  o f  race ra th e r th a n  its  � � � � � �  re p re se n ts  a s ig n if ic a n t b reak w ith  

th e se  o th e r m e th o d s , p a r t ic u la r ly  w ith  b la ck  pe ss im ism . T h is  is e v id e n t in G ilm o re 's  b r ie f 

d is cu ss io n  o f Is la m o p h o b ia  as a t on ce  a re p ro d u c tio n  o f ra c ia l h ie ra rch y  and a tra n s it io n :

S ad ly, even a c t iv is ts  c o m m itte d  to  a n tira c is t o rg a n iz in g  re n o va te  co m m o n se n se  

d iv is io n s  by o b je c t ify in g  c e r ta in  k in d s  o f peop le  in to  a p re -g ive n  c a te g o ry  th a t 

th e n  a u to m a tic a lly  g e ts  op p resse d . W h a t's  th e  a lte rn a tive ?  To see h o w  th e  ve ry  

c a p a c it ie s  w e  s tru g g le  to  tu rn  to  o th e r  pu rpose s  4 � � �  races by m a k in g  som e
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p e op le , and th e ir  b io lo g ica l and f ic t iv e  k in , v u ln e ra b le  to  fo rc e s  th a t m ake p re ­

m a tu re  d e a th  like ly  and in som e w a ys  d is t in c t iv e . The ra c ia liz a tio n  o f M u s lim s  

in th e  c u r re n t era does d o u b le  d u ty  in  b o th  e s ta b lis h in g  an en em y w h o se  be ing  

can  be p ro je c te d  th ro u g h  th e  a lle g a tio n  o f u n shakea b le  h e rita g e  (fu n d a m e n ta lly , 

w h a t th e  f ic t io n  o f race is a t best) and re n e w in g  th e  ra c ia l o rd e r o f th e  US p o lity  

as n o rm a l, even as it  c h a n g e s .10

R acism , in  th is  fo rm u la t io n , is n o t th e  e f fe c t  o f race, d e p e n d e n t on its  p r io r d if fe re n tia t io n . 

R acism  in s te a d  c o m p ris e s  b o th  te r r ito r ia liz in g  and d e te rr ito r ia liz in g  fo rc e s  th a t re c o n fig u re  

race  as i t  m o ves  th ro u g h  em b o d ie d  in te ra c t io n s  and c o lle c t iv e  s tru g g le s .11

D ra w in g  fro m  G ilm o re 's  a sse ssm e n t o f th e  re la tio n  b e tw e e n  th e  m a n a g e m e n t o f  b io so c ia l 

v u ln e ra b ility  and th e  re p ro d u c tio n  o f ra c ism , c r it ic a l s c h o la rs h ip  on e n v iro n m e n ta l rac ism  

can b e n e fit  fro m  a n a lyz in g  h o w  th e  do m a in  o f e m p ir ic a l e n v iro n m e n ta l in e q u a lit ie s  � � 3 ! �  

back in to  th e  p ro d u c t iv e  fo rc e s  o f rac ia l c a p ita lis m . A s  th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  p o lit ic s  o f b o th  

Is la m o p h o b ia  and e n v iro n m e n ta l ra c ism  d e m o n s tra te , p o s t-h o c  f ig u ra t io n s  o f ra c ia l d is p a r­

ity  are p e rs is te n t ly  d isa vo w e d  by a c to rs  w h o  re fra m e  race  v ia  d isco u rse s  o f s e c u r ity  o r 

d e v e lo p m e n t.

W h a t, th e n , m ig h t a d is c u s s io n  o f c u r re n t m ig ra tio n s  te ll us a b o u t th e  re la tio n s h ip s  b e tw e e n  

race, w a r, and c lim a te  change? H o w  do  th e  e co lo g ie s  o f c o n f l ic t  and e n v iro n m e n ta l d e s tru c ­

t io n  ac ross  o il-p ro d u c in g  re g ions  re p ro d u ce  and s h if t  th e  p u b lic  a r t ic u la t io n  o f race? In the  

m ig ra tio n s  fro m  th e  L e va n t, N o rth  A fr ic a , and S o u th  A s ia  to w a rd  Europe, fo rm s  o f rac ia l s u r­

v e illa n ce  h ig h lig h t a pe rva s ive  a n tib la c k n e s s  and Is la m o p h o b ia , as E uropean s ta te s  s o r t o u t 

n o n -S y ria n s  by  m a rke rs  o f s k in  co lo r, lang uag e , and n a tio n a lity , and th e n  p o lice  a s s im ila tio n  

by assu m in g  M u s lim s ' pe rce ive d  in h e re n t te n d e n c y  to  v io le n c e . T h is  re fle c ts  m u lt ip le  layers 

o f re g u la tio n  ca rried  o u t a g a in s t p o p u la tio n s  a lre ady  f le e in g  fo rm s  o f ra c ia l, re lig io u s , and 

sexua l d is c r im in a tio n  w ith in  A fr ic a n  and A s ia n  s ta te s ; m ed ia  re p o rts  su g g e s t th a t m ig ra tio n  

has been e s p e c ia lly  d e ad ly  fo r  b lack  m ig ra n ts  tra v e lin g  th ro u g h  N o rth  A fr ic a . A t  th e  sam e 

tim e , x e n o p h o b ic  E u ro -A m e rica n  a s s im ila tio n  and a n ti- ra d ic a liz a t io n  d isco u rse s  d iv id e  the se  

m ass m ig ra tio n s  in to  "g o o d "  and "b a d "  é m ig rés , te r ro r is ts  and in n o c e n ts , re fu g e e s  and 

"e c o n o m ic "  o r "e n v iro n m e n ta l"  m ig ra n ts .12 In th e  p rocess , rac ia l s o r t in g  s tra te g ie s  a tte m p t 

to  se p a ra te  th e  fig u re  o f th e  c lim a te  re fu g e e  fro m  th e  f ig u re  o f th e  te r ro r is t ,  even as th e re  is 

a b lu rr in g  o f m ig ra tio n  causes th a t lead s e c u r ity  o f f ic ia ls  to  v ie w  ra c ia lized  c o n f l ic t  as in d is ­

t in c t  fro m  th e  b ro a d e r "e n v iro n m e n t"  in b o th  soc ia l and e c o lo g ic a l se n se s .13 Th us , to  b ra cke t 

o f f  th e  "e n v iro n m e n ta l"  d im e n s io n  o f ra c ism  fro m  th e se  o th e r fo rc e s  o f th e  ra c ia l a sse m ­

b lage d is a v o w s  th e  fo rm a tiv e  ro le  o f th e  co lo n ia l c a rb o n  e c o n o m y  in th e  m ass d is p la c e m e n t 

o f hu m ans  and o th e r sp e c ie s  th ro u g h  a h is to ry  o f o il- re la te d  w a rs , e th n ic  c o n f lic ts ,  and 

e co n o m ic  and e n v iro n m e n ta l c rises .

In th is  c o n te x t,  libe ra l re sponse s  to  c lim a te  ch a n g e  in voke  "h u m a n  s e c u r i ty "—a fo rm  o f l ib ­

era l im p e ria lis m  th a t in te g ra te s  m ilita r iz e d  te c h n o lo g ie s  in to  th e  g o v e rn m e n t o f e n v iro n m e n ­

ta l, b io lo g ic a l, and  so c ia l s y s te m s . D e sp ite  th e  a p p a re n t in te rn a tio n a lis m  o f hu m an  s e c u rity , 

w h ic h  p u rp o r ts  to  tra n s c e n d  n a rro w  n a tio n a l s e c u r ity  ag enda s , th is  d is c o u rs e  is in c re a s in g ly  

d e p lo ye d  as a fo rm  o f g o ve rn a n ce  in te g ra t in g  w a r and c o n tro l. C o m b in in g  n e tw o rk  ana lys is ,
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s u rv e illa n c e , p o lic in g , m ilita ry  in te rv e n t io n , and th e  s ta t is t ic a l m a n a g e m e n t o f p o p u la tio n s , 

e co n o m ie s , and e n v iro n m e n ts , hu m an  s e c u r ity  a c t iv a te s  a "p o s th u m a n "  b io p o lit ic a l fo rm  

th a t c o rre sp o n d s  to  M ich e l F o u c a u lt 's  tu rn  fro m  d is c ip lin e  to  s e c u r ity  and to  G illes  D e leu ze 's  

c o n c e p tio n  o f a c o n tro l s o c ie ty .14 In th is  m o d a lity  o f c o n tro l, b o d ies  are ta rg e te d  n o t p r i­

m a rily  th ro u g h  te c h n iq u e s  o f in c lu s io n  and e x c lu s io n , no r th ro u g h  s u b je c t iv a t io n , b u t ra the r, 

th ro u g h  th e  c a lc u la t io n  o f g ra d a tio n s  o f d if fe re n c e  in p o p u la tio n  c o n s tru c t io n s .15 In v o k in g  a 

n e tw o rk  m ode l re la tin g  soc ia l g ro u p s  to  te c h n ic a l, e n v iro n m e n ta l, and g e o p o lit ic a l s y s te m s , 

h u m an  s e c u r ity  en gage s  in p re d ic tiv e  fo rm s  o f m o d e lin g  th a t  re q u ire  a g g reg a te d  so c ia l c a te ­

g o rie s  ( in c lu d in g  ra c ia l ca te g o rie s ) in o rd e r to  c o n s tru c t  risk  d if fe re n t ia ls .16

A t th e  in te rn a tio n a l leve l, p ra c tic e s  o f hu m an  s e c u r ity  re f le c t d e ve lo p m e n ts  th a t  in te g ra te  

h u m an  and n o n h u m a n  fa c to rs  in flu e n c in g  m ig ra tio n  in to  a sse ssm e n ts  o f r isk . N o ta b ly , p o s t- 

fa c to  e v id e n ce  o f e n v iro n m e n ta l ra c ism  is used to  d e sc rib e  g ra d a tio n s  o f c lim a te  in s e c u rity . 

In th e  f i f t h  c o n se n su s  re p o rt o f th e  In te rg o v e rn m e n ta l Panel on  C lim a te  C hange  (IPCC), th e  

c h a p te r on "h u m a n  s e c u r ity "  n o te s  d if fe re n tia l e c o n o m ic  and rac ia l fa c to rs  th a t in flu e n c e  

th e  p o s s ib ilit ie s  fo r  th e  re tu rn  or re s e tt le m e n t o f  e n v iro n m e n ta l m ig ra n ts . Even as r is k  is 

in te n s if ie d  by w e a th e r-d r iv e n  c rises , re so u rce s  fo r  re s e tt le m e n t c re a te  w id e  d is p a r it ie s  in  th e  

IP C C 's  re n d e rin g  o f hu m an  s e c u r ity :

M o s t d isp la ce d  peop le  a t te m p t to  re tu rn  to  th e ir  o r ig in a l re s id ence  and re bu ild  

as soo n  as is p ra c tic a b le . The P a k is tan  f lo o d s  o f 2 0 1 0 , fo r  exa m p le , caused 

p r im a rily  loca lize d  d is p la c e m e n t fo r  la rge n u m b e rs  o f p e op le  a c ross  a w id e  

area, ra th e r th a n  lo n g e r-d is ta n c e  m ig ra tio n . S tru c tu ra l e c o n o m ic  cau ses  o f 

so c ia l v u ln e ra b ility  m ay d e te rm in e  w h e th e r te m p o ra ry  d is p la c e m e n t tu rn s  in to  

p e rm a n e n t m ig ra tio n . In N ew  O rle ans , a fte r  H u rr ica n e  K a trin a , fo r  exam p le , 

e c o n o m ic a lly  d is a d va n ta g e d  p o p u la tio n s  w e re  d isp la ce d  in th e  im m e d ia te  a fte r- 

m a th  and m o s t have n o t re tu rn e d  ... fo u rte e n  m o n th s  a f te r  th e  e ve n t, A fr ic a n  

A m e r ic a n  re s id e n ts  re tu rn e d  m ore  s lo w ly , be cause  th e y  had s u ffe re d  g re a te r 

h o u s in g  dam age . S tu d ie s  c o n c lu d e  th a t d is p la c e m e n t a ffe c te d  hu m an  s e c u r ity  

th ro u g h  h o u s in g , e c o n o m ic , and h e a lth  o u tc o m e s  and th a t th e se  have p e rp e tu ­

a ted  th e  in it ia l im p a c t in to  a c h ro n ic  s y n d ro m e  o f in s e c u r ity .17

The IP C C 's fo rm u la t io n  o f c lim a te  cha nge  as a th re a t to  hu m an  s e c u r ity  lin ks  th e  e f fe c ts  o f 

d is p la c e m e n t to  ra c ia lized  p o te n tia ls  fo r  p re c a rit iz a tio n  and re h a b ilita t io n . On th e  one hand, 

th e  fig u re  o f th e  c lim a te  re fu g e e  is m a rked  by a ra c ia lized  ch a in  o f w a s te -e f fe c ts  as c a rb o n  

e m iss io n s  re nde r lands tra n s ito ry  and in te rm it te n t ly  p ro d u c t iv e . T h is  ove rla p s  d ire c t ly  w ith  

th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  D e p a rtm e n t o f D e fe n se 's  fra m in g  o f c lim a te  cha nge  as a " th re a t m u l­

t ip l ie r . " 18 A t th e  sam e tim e , th e  c lim a te  re fu g e e 's  exe rc ise  o f m o b ility  is i ts e lf  a re sou rce  

a g a in s t th e  p o te n tia l c a ta s tro p h e  o f s p e c ta c u la r c lim a te  d is a s te rs  th a t ha ppen  a t th e  s h o re ­

lines  o f th e  d e s e rt and  sea. D e ta ched  fro m  th e  scene  o f d is a s te r and re tu rn e d  to  s e tt le d  land  

e lse w h e re , th e  re -c a p a c ita te d  c lim a te  re fuge e  is rende red  as a s ite  o f hope fo r th e  re s ilie n ce  

o f p o p u la tio n s  in th e  a fte rm a th  o f d isas te r.

Like "h u m a n  s e c u r ity ,"  "c lim a te  re fu g e e " is a s lip p e ry  c o n c e p t, as it  n e ce ssa rily  re fe re n ce s  a 

c ru c ib le  o f fa c to rs  u n d e rp in n in g  m ig ra tio n  th a t c a n n o t be re d u ce d  to  a s in g le  e c o s y s te m ic  or
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g e o g ra p h ic  p ro ce ss . A s  su ch , th e  fig u re  o f th e  c lim a te  re fu g e e  p o in ts  to  h o w  c lim a te  m ig h t 

c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  d isp e rse d  p o te n tia ls  o f a rm ed c o n f l ic t ,  and th u s  be rende red  a th re a t to  

s e c u r ity  by u n d e rm in in g  th e  c o lo n ia l s y s te m  o f n a tio n -s ta te s  p ro te c te d  by n o rm a tiv e  m o n o p ­

o lies  on  v io le n c e . The b lu rr in g  o f w a r and c lim a te  w a s  e v id e n t in th e  p u b lic  d is c u s s io n s  

o ve r S yrian  re fu g e e s  e n te rin g  Europe in 2 0 1 5 , w h e re  p ro p o n e n ts  o f asy lu m  e m phas ize d  th e  

c o n tr ib u t io n  o f c lim a te  ch a n g e  to  th e  re fu g e e s ' d is p la c e m e n t in S y ria .19 The IPCC re fe rs  to  

h is to r ic a l s c h o la rs h ip  on " th e  re la tio n s h ip  b e tw e e n  la rg e -sca le  d is ru p tio n s  in c lim a te  and th e  

co lla p se  o f p a s t e m p ire s " as e v id e n ce  o f c lim a te 's  s e c u r ity  th re a t (ra th e r th a n  em p h a s iz in g  

th e  re ve rse  p ro p o s it io n  th a t e m p ire  th re a te n s  life  i ts e lf  th ro u g h  c lim a te  c h a n g e ).20 Thus th e  

fig u re  o f th e  c lim a te  re fu g e e  id e o lo g ic a lly  fu n c t io n s  as a s u p p le m e n t to  th e  co lo n ia l g e o p o ­

lit ic a l o rde r, a p o s it io n in g  th a t a llo w s  fo r  th e  v a lo r iz a tio n  o f kn o w le d g e s  a b o u t and p ra c tice s  

o f "c lim a te  a d a p ta t io n ."  Form s o f k n o w le d g e  p ro d u ce d  in d is p la c e m e n t are in c re a s in g ly  

fe t is h iz e d  as in d ig e n o u s  re sou rce s  fo r  c lim a te  re s ilie n c e ,21 a lth o u g h  th e se  p ro ce sse s  va ry  

re g io n a lly  and are c o n te s te d , fo r  exa m p le , in th e  e m e rg e n t La tin  A m e r ic a n  " r ig h ts  o f n a tu re " 

d e b a te s .22 In re n d e rin g  e n v iro n m e n ta l c a p a c it ie s  as hu m an  s e c u rity , "a d a p tiv e "  fo rm s  o f 

fle x ib le , m ig ra to ry  liv in g  p o rte n d  th e  fu tu re  o f  c a p ita l a fte r  c lim a te  d isa s te r.

W h a t m e th o d s  can be use fu l fo r  a rre s tin g  rac ia l c a p ita lis m 's  id e o lo g ica l d o u b le -m o v e  th a t 

e x tra c ts  th e  c lim a te  re fu g e e  fro m  th e  b ro a d e r h is to r ie s  o f c o lo n ia l w a r and m ig ra tio n , f ix in g  

th e  re fu g e e  as a f ig u re  th a t is b o th  a risk  and a s u p p le m e n t to  th e  p o lit ic a l order? A  broade r 

m a p p in g  o f th e  ra c ia l assem b lage  o f  c a rb o n -fu e le d  c a p ita lis m  m ig h t in s te a d  c o n n e c t th e  

m a te ria l base o f o il p ro d u c tio n  and its  c irc u la t io n  o f a rm s and c a p ita l to  th e  e m e rg e n ce  o f 

fo rm s  o f im p e ria l s e c u r it iz a tio n  m a nag in g  th e  in te rc o n n e c te d  e f fe c ts  o f w a r and e c o s y s te m ic  

co lla p se . The G u lf o il e co n o m y , a d vanced  by ea rly  2 0 th -c e n tu r y  US and B ritish  s u p p o rt fo r 

th e  H ouse o f Saud in th e  co lo n ia l s tru g g le s  to  ca rve  up  and re d is tr ib u te  O tto m a n -o c c u p ie d  

land s , re lied  on a t le a s t tw o  fo rm s  o f rac ia l o rd e rin g  fo r  th e  c o n tro l o f p ro d u c t io n  s ite s : one , a 

ra c ia lly  s tra t if ie d  sy s te m  o f la b o r in  th e  e xp a t- le d  o il f ie ld s ; and tw o , an o r ie n ta lis t c o n s tru c ­

tio n  o f re lig io u s  d iffe re n c e  used to  prop  up th e  p e tro -s ta te  by m o b iliz in g  th e  so c ia l fo rce  o f 

Is la m is t e v a n g e lis m .23 The a s s e rtio n  o f n a tio n a l s o v e re ig n tie s  o ve r th e  o il e c o n o m y  in th e  

era o f OPEC has in te n s if ie d  th e  v io le n t re la tio n s  o f th is  ra c ia lized  g e o p o lit ic a l fo rm a tio n , 

d ra w in g  huge a m o u n ts  o f p e tro d o lla rs  to  fu e l a re g io n a l a rm s race a lo n g s id e  n e o lib e ra l e c o ­

no m ic  re fo rm s , re c u rre n t m ig ra tio n  c rise s , and a re g iona l re v iva l o f p o lit ic a l Is lam  fo llo w in g  

a d e v a s ta tin g  C o ld  W ar a g a in s t th e  A ra b  L e ft.

W h ile  som e s c h o la rs h ip  in th e  a n th ro p o c e n e  h u m a n itie s  s id e lin e s  su ch  g e o p o lit ic a l c o n n e c ­

t io n s  in o rd e r to  c e n te r a c r it iq u e  o f a n th ro p o c e n tr is m , it  is n e ce ssa ry  to  ta ke  s e r io u s ly  h o w  

th e  m a n a g e m e n t o f ra c ia l and e th n ic  d iffe re n c e  u n d e r tra n s n a tio n a l c a p ita lis m  w a s  a fo rm a ­

tiv e  p ro ce ss  fo r th e  c o lo n ia l c a rb o n  e c o n o m y 's  u n le a sh in g  o f fo u r in te rre la te d  fo rce s : the  

p la n e ta ry  g e o p h y s ic a l and e c o s y s te m ic  s h if ts  o f c lim a te  cha nge ; th e  g e o g ra p h ic  and c o m ­

m u n ic a tio n s  m o b ilit ie s  o f e lite  c o s m o p o lita n is m  (g lo b a liz a t io n 's  " t im e -s p a c e  c o m p re s s io n "); 

th e  c e n te r in g  o f th e  d o lla r as th e  w o r ld 's  re se rve  c u r re n c y  in o il and arm s tra d e s , en ab ling  

g lob a l f in a n c ia liz a tio n ; and th e  d ia le c tic  o f "s e c u la r"  a u th o r ita r ia n is m  and Is la m ic  re v iva l 

a c ross  S o u th  and W e s t A s ia . F o llo w in g  th e se  in te rs e c tin g  c u r re n ts  in s te a d  o f a n th ro p o c e n e
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d isc o u rse s  th a t e xc e p tio n a liz e  th e  "c lim a te  re fu g e e " re q u ire s  m a p p in g  th e  d e a th -d e a lin g  

e f fe c ts  o f c a rb o n  in re la tio n  to  its  s y s te m ic  life -re g u la tin g  fo rc e s .24 M u ch  m ore  w o rk  re m a ins  

to  be done  to  t ra c k  th e  d isp e rse d  g e o g ra p h ic , e c o lo g ic a l, and s o c io p o lit ic a l e f fe c ts  o f  th e  

e x tra c t io n  o f o il as th e  lite ra l and  f ig u ra t iv e  "co rp s e  ju ic e "  fu e lin g  ra c ia l c a p ita lis m .25 In th e  

p ro ce ss , a th e o ry  o f ra c ia l asse m b lag e  can  he lp  to  re a r t ic u la te  c o n n e c tio n s  b e tw e e n  m o d a li­

t ie s  o f rac ia l v io le n c e  (o rie n ta lis m , s e tt le r  c o lo n ia lis m , and a n tib la c k n e s s , fo r  exa m p le ) w h ic h  

o n ly  appear d is c re te  due to  th e  m a n n e r in w h ic h  lo g ic s  o f  c o n tro l m ask th e ir  s y s te m ic  fo rm s  

o f re p ro d u c tio n .

N eel A hu ja
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