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Introduction to Philosophy, PHIL 11 
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Instructor: 

 

Jordan Dopkins 

jdopkins@ucsc.edu 

Office hours by appointment 

 

Teaching Assistant: 

 

Tbd 

Office hours by appointment 

 

Grader:  

 

Tbd 

 

Course Description: 
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An introduction to the main areas of philosophy through critical reflection on and analysis of both 

classical and contemporary texts. Focuses on central and enduring problems in philosophy such as 

skepticism about the external world, the mind-body problem, and the nature of morality 

 

Books: 

 

You do not need to purchase any books for this course. All of the readings will be made available to you 

as .pdfs on the course Canvas page.  

 

In addition to the assigned readings, you may also find the following free ebooks helpful when writing 

your papers and weekly writing responses: 

 

Guidelines on Writing a Philosophy Paper. Pryor, Jim. 2016. 

http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/writing.html 

 

A Rulebook for Arguments. Weston, Anthony. Hackett Publishing Co.(Indianapolis) 2000. 

http://books.google.com/books?id=FtRN5QKMBnEC 

 

Assignments and Grading:  

 

Writing Assignment 1  10% 

Writing Assignment 2  15% 

Writing Assignment 3  15% 

Writing Assignment 4  15% 

Research Poster  15% 

Final Paper   30% 

 

Writing Assignments 

 

The Writing Assignments are short (400-500 word) argumentative or analytical essays. I 

will post a prompt to the course Canvas site every other Monday during the first eight 

weeks of class. The prompts will require you to explain arguments, concepts, and theories 

from the readings. I will include a rubric and more detailed instructions with each 

prompt. The first writing assignment is worth 10% of your final grade. The rest are worth 

15% each. 

 

You will have about four days to complete these assignments. I will post the prompt on 

Monday morning, and you will have until Thursday to submit your Writing Assignment.  

 

Research Poster 

 

 You will construct a one page poster on one contemporary (born around 1970) 

 philosopher that we have not  covered in this class. You are responsible for researching 

 that philosopher and reading two papers or chapters authored or co-authored by that 

http://books.google.com/books?id=FtRN5QKMBnEC


 philosopher. Your poster should present a summary of that philosophers work in those 

 papers and a statement about how it relates to themes in this class. I will recommend 

 some contemporary philosophers during the course lectures. More details will be 

 provided at the end of week 1.  

 

Final Paper 

 

The final paper is a 1500 word argumentative essay. It is importanat that you do not treat 

this as a research paper. You are not allowed to use outside sources. You will be 

expected to (1) reproduce arguments from the readings and lectures and (2) technically 

engage with those arguments. I will post a rubric and more detailed instructions to the 

course Canvas site when I post the prompts.  

 

Grading Scale:  

 

100-97 = A+ 

96-93 = A 

92-90 = A- 

89-87 = B+ 

83-86 = B 

80-82 = B- 

77-79 = C+ 

73-76 = C 

70-72 = C- 

67-69 = D+ 

63-66 = D 

60-62 = D- 

50-60 = F 

 

 

Course Policies: 

 

Late assignments and make-up tests are not allowed, except for documented emergencies/ 

illness, DRC accommodations, or conflicts with religious observance. Please notify the instructor 

in advance of your need for an exception to course deadlines and attendance requirements. 

 

Please direct any questions you may have regarding assignments, evaluative feedback, or 

administrative concerns to the instructor. Note regarding all email correspondence: Please be 

kind and considerate. Because substantive philosophical questions about readings, arguments, 

or ideas often require back and forth discussion, they are best answered in person—during 

office hours, or class discussion. When sending an email include “PHIL 132” in the subject line. 

 

Important Summer Session Remote 2021 Deadlines:  



 

Tbd 

 

Summer is unique. You will not be dropped for non-attendance or non-payment. You  

must drop yourself. Dropping before the deadline results in a full-tuition reversal/refund.  

Withdraw posts a W for the grade and full tuition is charged (no refund). 

 

For all dates and deadlines, including ‘change of grade option’ (P/NP) and grades due, here is the 

summer academic calendar: https://summer.ucsc.edu/studentlife/index.html  

 

For questions about dropping, requesting a W grade for a course, or withdrawing from the 

summer quarter, email summer@ucsc.edu.  

 

DRC Remote Accommodations: 

The Disability Resources Center reduces barriers to inclusion and full participation for students 

with disabilities by providing support to individually determine reasonable academic 

accommodations. Operations continue via remote appointments. If you have questions or 

concerns about exam accommodations or any other disability-related matter, email the DRC 

Schedulers at drc@ucsc.edu for an appointment. 

 

Academic Dishonesty 

Academic integrity is the cornerstone of a university education. Academic dishonesty diminishes 

the university as an institution and all members of the university community. It tarnishes the 

value of a UCSC degree. All members of the UCSC community have an explicit responsibility to 

foster an environment of trust, honesty, fairness, respect, and responsibility. All members of the 

university community are expected to present as their original work only that which is truly their 

own. All members of the community are expected to report observed instances of cheating, 

plagiarism, and other forms of academic dishonesty in order to ensure that the integrity of 

scholarship is valued and preserved at UCSC. 

 

In the event a student is found in violation of the UCSC Academic Integrity policy, he or she 

may face both academic sanctions imposed by the instructor of record and disciplinary sanctions 

imposed either by the provost of his or her college or the Academic Tribunal convened to hear 

the case. Violations of the Academic Integrity policy can result in dismissal from the university 

and a permanent notation on a student’s transcript. 

 

For the full policy and disciplinary procedures on academic dishonesty, students and instructors 

should refer to the Academic Integrity page at the Division of Undergraduate Education. 

 

Title IX: 

The university cherishes the free and open exchange of ideas and enlargement of knowledge. To 

maintain this freedom and openness requires objectivity, mutual trust, and confidence; it requires 

the absence of coercion, intimidation, or exploitation. The principal responsibility for 

https://summer.ucsc.edu/studentlife/index.html
mailto:summer@ucsc.edu
mailto:drc@ucsc.edu
https://www.ue.ucsc.edu/academic_misconduct


maintaining these conditions must rest upon those members of the university community who 

exercise most authority and leadership: faculty, managers, and supervisors. 

 

The university has therefore instituted a number of measures designed to protect its community 

from sex discrimination, sexual harassment, sexual violence, and other related prohibited 

conduct. Information about the Title IX Office, the online reporting link, applicable campus 

resources, reporting responsibilities, the UC Policy on Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment, 

and the UC Santa Cruz Procedures for Reporting and Responding to Reports of Sexual Violence 

and Sexual Harassment can be found at titleix.ucsc.edu.   

 

The Title IX Office is actively responding to reports and requests for consultation. If you are not 

currently working with someone in the office and want to make a report/request a consult, you 

can expect the fastest response by using our online reporting link. 

 

For more information please visit the Title IX Operations under Covid-19 page 

 

Student Health Center 

https://healthcenter.ucsc.edu/services/index.html 

In addition to providing medical and health care, the Student Health Center provides resources 

and information for overall wellness and sexual health at Student Health Outreach and 

Promotion (SHOP). SHOP also provides a safe, confidential, and nonjudgmental space where 

you can talk about and get information about alcohol and other drugs. The COVE offers a space 

for sober students or students questioning their relationship to alcohol and other drugs. If you’re 

seeking more information, strategies, and opportunities to engage in honest dialogue about safer 

social and party experiences, visit Party Like a Slug. 

 

CAPS (Counseling and Psychological Services) 

https://caps.ucsc.edu/ 

If you are in distress, managing heightened stress and anxiety, or want to get more support and 

a counselor’s perspective on something you’re going through, CAPS provides a variety of 

services for your needs—including immediate crisis support, scheduled individual appointments, 

group counseling, and workshops led by peer advisors. 

 

Slug Support 

https://deanofstudents.ucsc.edu/slug-support/program/ 

If you are facing financial challenges, food and housing insecurity, or other concerns, and you 

are not sure how to find the resources you need, contact Slug Support at (831) 459-4446. You 

can also contact Slug Support if you are concerned about a friend or peer and they will connect 

with that person to help them get access to the resources they need. I can also contact Slug 

Support on your behalf. 

 

Basic Needs 

https://basicneeds.ucsc.edu 

http://titleix.ucsc.edu/
https://ucsc-gme-advocate.symplicity.com/public_report/index.php/pid681212?
https://policy.ucop.edu/doc/4000385/SVSH
http://titleix.ucsc.edu/
https://ucsc-gme-advocate.symplicity.com/public_report/index.php/pid304388?
https://titleix.ucsc.edu/about/titleix-covid19.html
https://healthcenter.ucsc.edu/services/index.html
https://caps.ucsc.edu/
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If you are experiencing challenges related to basic needs, such as food, housing, health & 

wellness, or financial security, visit the Basic Needs hub for information about food pantries, 

accessible housing, mental health support, and financial aid options. 

 

Land Acknowledgment: 

 

The land on which we gather is the unceded territory of the Awaswas-speaking Uypi Tribe. The 

Amah Mutsun Tribal Band, comprised of the descendants of indigenous people taken to missions 

Santa Cruz and San Juan Bautista during Spanish colonization of the Central Coast, is today 

working hard to restore traditional stewardship practices on these lands and heal from historical 

trauma. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading list for Phil 11, Introduction to Philosophy  

 

Week 1: Course Introduction, The Beginnings of Philosophy. 

 

1. Excerpts from A Presocratics Reader, Curd.   

2. The Euthyphro, Plato.  

3. The Socratic Elenchus, Vlastos. 

4. Plato’s Myths of Judgment, Annas 

 

 

Week 2: Conceptual Analysis and ‘what is F?’ Questions. 

 

1. Down Girl, Manne. Preface, Chapters 2 and 3.   

2. Resisting Reality, Haslanger. Chapter 7. 

 

 

Week 3: Philosophical Claims: analytic and synthetic.  

 

1. The Analytic/Synthetic Distinction, Rey. Introduction, Sections 1, 2, and 3.  

2. Naming and Necessity, Kripke. Lecture 1 

3. Necessity and Possibility, Leibniz. 

4. Two Dogmas of Empiricism, Quine. 

 

 

Week 4: Philosophical Methods I: a priori and a posterori.  

 

1. Meditations on First Philosophy. Descartes. Chapters 1 and 2. 

2. a priori Justification and Knowledge, Russell. Introduction, Sections 1 and 2.  

3. A Treatise of Human Nature. Hume. Excerpts  

4. Discourse to the Kālāmas, The Buddha.  

 

 

Week 5: Philosophical Methods II: Phenomenology  

 

1. Phenomenology, Smith. Introduction and Sections 1, 2, 3, and 4.  

2. The Second Sex, De Beauvior. Excerpts.  

3. The Wretched of the Earth, Fanon. Excerpts.  

 

 

Week 6: Philosophical Methods III: Pragmatism  

 

1. Pragmatism, Legg and Hookway. Introducton and Section 4.  

2. How to Make our Ideas Clear, Pierce.  



3. Pragmatism, James.  

4. Phrophetic Pragmatism, West.  

 

 

Week 7: Philosophical Topics I: Ethics  

1. Consequentialism, Sinott-Armstrong. Introduction and Sections 1, 2, 3, and 4.  

2. Deontological Ethics, Harry and Moore. Introduction and Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. 

3. The Challenge of Cultural Relatavism, Rachels.   

 

 

Week 8: Philosphical Topics II: Philosophy of Religion 

1. God?, Craig and Sinnott-Armstrong. Chapters 1, 2, and 3.  

 

 

Week 9: Philosophical Topics III: Philosophy of Mind 

1. Mind as Immaterial Substance, Kim.  

2. The Concept of Mind, Ryle. Excerpts 

3. Mindware, Clark. Introduction and Chapter 1.  

 

 

Week 10: Writing Workshops, No New Readings.  

  

 

 


