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NEWSLETTER
Royal Asiatic Society China

in

Shanghai

FEBRUARY 2012
RAS LECTURE
21st February – 7pm - Peter Cookson Smith
The Urban design of Concession:
Tradition and Transformation in the Chinese Treaty Port

Our Society provides a forum for the
development and expression of interests and
expertise from within the local community, and
from around the globe, to inspire and to enrich
cultural life in Asia’s most dynamic metropolis.

RAS LECTURE
25th February – 4pm - Francesca Tarocco
Modernizing the Dharma:
Shanghai and Buddhism in the Interwar Period

PRESIDENT’s Note
Dear Members and Friends
TWENTY-TWELVE got off to a great start with a fullhouse at our lecture in January. Thanks to the Radisson
Xing Guo Plaza for generously offering a larger room
than usual to accommodate the 80+ attendees,
including Past President of the Asiatic Society of Japan,
Professor Ron Suleski. Our revised RAS Book Club
ran two sessions with author (and Council Member)
Paul French in attendance.
Notification of this Newsletter is winging its way to you
courtesy of our new bulk e-mailing system. Please do let
us know if there are any hitches.
So…. let’s see what the Year of the Dragon has in store
for RAS China in Shanghai…. Read on……..

Katy

RAS
Modern Chinese History
Study Group - 13th and 27th
RAS Film
Club -19th
RAS Book
Club -20th

For full details and updates of all our events
please visit our website

www.royalasiaticsociety.org.cn
Copy Deadline for Next Newsletter 20th of this month

RAS China in Shanghai is a branch of The Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland
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JANUARY EVENTS
Simon Cockerell’s sharp observations, wit and entertaining
presentation on Tourism in North Korea encouraged a large
audience of members and friends to participate with many
questions, in the first RAS Lecture of 2012. We believe that
many of you will be considering trips to the country now
that Simon has dispelled any previous notions. Thank you
to Simon for providing such a humorous and insightful
window on a country many of us are curious about, more so with
recent events. (photos left)
On Monday 16th January we relaunched the RAS Book Club to a
resounding success. Paul French,
the author of Midnight in Peking
volunteered a double session in
order to accommodate the
overwhelming response we
received from members and
friends. The Library of the
Puli Hotel was packed at
6pm and then again at
8pm with many who had
read the book and wanted
to find out more about the
investigation, research and
writing which has lead to
Paul’s phenomenal
success. Our very special
thanks to him for the
gruelling four-hour session, which we hope, has
dispelled any myths about a lack of interest in the RAS
Book Club! (photos right)
With the forthcoming end of the Year of the Rabbit,
we would like to thank our venues, their staff and
management for the wonderful support we have
received during the past year and look forward to
continuing relations in the Year of the Dragon.
Without our members, friends and supporters the active
programme of the last year would not have been possible,
many thanks each and all of you.
We look forward to seeing you all at some of our February
events listed below.

Michelle Blumenthal
(Pictured left – Professor Ron Suleski (Past President, Asiatic Society of
Japan) and Dr Jonghyu Lee visiting from USA )
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FEBRUARY EVENTS……

full details are listed on our website.

RAS Lecture: 21st February – 7pm
Peter Cookson Smith
The Urban design of Concession:
Tradition and Transformation in the Chinese Treaty Port
RAS Weekender: 25th February – 4pm
Francesca Tarocco
Modernizing the Dharma: Shanghai and Buddhism in the Interwar Period
RAS Modern Chinese History Study Group will meet on Monday, 13th and 27th
February - details below.
RAS Film Club will meet on Sunday, 19th February - details below.
RAS Book Club will meet on Monday 20th February – details below.

RAS MODERN CHINESE
HISTORY STUDY GROUP
starts promptly at 7pm
VENUE: Melange Oasis,

MONDAY – 13th and 27th February
The lecture topics for these two sessions are:
Lecture 18 – The Great Leap Forward 1958 - 1960
Lecture 19 - Demise of the Great Leap Forward 1959 – 1962

Jiashan Market Shanxi Nan Road
Lane 550 No. 37 Building D

Lecture 20 – Never forget Class Struggle 1962 - 1965
Lecture 21 – Long Live Chairman Mao 1964 - 1965

The RAS Modern Chinese History Study Group (MCHSG) meets on the 2nd and 4th Monday evenings at
7:00pm in a restaurant called Melange Oasis. Many members arrive early to have dinner or drinks and
socialize before we get to the serious business of Chinese Modern History. We watch a one hour lecture
by Professor Richard Baum of UCLA, a DVD from "The Great Courses" collection. Afterwards, we discuss
the period of study, the historical figures, the cultural impact of political events. Attendees of the study
group range from those with a basic knowledge of Chinese history to those with little background, some
members have lived in China for a very long time, while others are new to the culture. We welcome the
diversity in our group and invite new people to attend at any time.
The Great Leap Forward is the topic of our next meeting on February 13. Professor Baum will lecture on its
emergence and its demise, covering the years 1958-1962. It is always helpful if participants do a little
outside reading before the class, but certainly not necessary. On February 27th, the years covered are
1962-65. Topics addressed are the "Four Cleanups Movement", class struggle, the cult of Chairman Mao,
the Little Red Book.
Please see the RAS website for dates, times, location of venue, and more information about the DVD
series.
RSVP is essential as space is limited.
Further details and RSVP to:

studygroup@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn
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RAS FILM CLUB
at Chai Bites
Embankment Building, Ground Floor
410C North Suzhou Road

3rd Sunday of the month
19th February
film starts promptly at 6.30pm

Tuya de hunshi
Tuya’s Marriage
2006
Wang Quan’An

Vol 3 No 2 – February 2012
RAS FILM CLUB LAST MONTH… we saw Lou Ye’s Suzhou
He, a film that is visually quite grey but nevertheless fascinating.
The vision it provides of Shanghai in the late ‘90’s ( there was
some discussion in the group about when the filming was likely
to have been done as we saw only one high rise under
construction and the Pearl Tower standing alone) is of a city
physically unaffected by redevelopment. The focus is the river
itself and life that goes on around it. The movement of the river,
the motorcycle courier (the lead male) and the videographer
(unseen on film, but the narrator and a key role) take us back and
forth as the stories in the movie unwind. We all agreed that the
film is atmospheric and draws the audience in to the lives of the
characters through the filmmaking techniques Lou Ye uses. A
love story more than a psychological thriller, with a fine
performance by Zhou Xun as Moudan and Meimei, the film
succeeds in being both open-ended and open to the audience,
making it what one member described as “truly postmodern.”
THIS MONTH… we take another turn with Wang Quan’An’s
Tuya de hunshi or Tuya’s Marriage. Set in the countryside, in the
vast open landscapes of Wang’s family homeland Inner
Mongolia, it is an exploration of contemporary issues in
traditional rural life. Also a love story, the central figure is Beijing
actress Yu Nan (Best Actress Award at the Chicago Film Festival
2007), a married woman who, when their circumstances give
them no choice, agrees to find a new husband so they can survive
in their harsh environment. She leads a cast of Mongolian
farmers and the film took the Jury Prize at Chicago and the
prestigious Golden Bear from Berlin the same year.
Don’t miss it!

RSVP is essential as space is limited

filmclub@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn

Linda Johnson

RSVP REMINDER for all RAS events….
Using the correct e-mail address will ensure a quicker response, especially on oversubscribed events.
Please remember to include the appropriate date and event title in the subject box.
As members, please try to take advantage of the lead-time on special and limited number events, you have the
chance of priority booking, but we do want our events full and available to others. Let us know if you have any
particular comments and we will try to take these into consideration in the planning of forthcoming lectures, events and
interest groups.
RAS Lectures & Weekenders - bookings@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn
RAS Modern Chinese History Study Group - studygroup@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn
RAS Book Club - bookclub@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn
RAS Film Club - filmclub@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn
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RAS BOOK CLUB
Monday 6.30pm

20th FEBRUARY

The PuLi Hotel and Spa
On the 3rd Monday of January we re-launched the RAS
Book Club. Paul French the author of Midnight in Peking
joined us for the discussion, on the book.
Sandy Strand, (RAS Book Club Co-ordinator) introduced
Paul and the audience to each other. Then followed a
lively question and answer session with details about
Paul’s initial curiosity and motivations for pursuing the
investigation, writing the story, as well as his continuing
discoveries about the murder of Pamela Werner in
January of 1937 and the people who committed it.
RAS Book Club will meet on the 20th February to discuss
Nothing to Envy by Barbara Demick. We do hope that
Barbara will join us for the discussions however as one
journalist of the past said: ‘News is my business….”, so
dependant on her schedule we hope to welcome her to
the RAS Book Club. Please watch our website for further updates.
In NOTHING TO ENVY, Demick follows the lives of six people: a couple of teenaged lovers courting in
secret, an idealistic woman doctor, a homeless boy, a model factory worker who loves Kim Il Sung more
than her own family and her rebellious daughter. Demick spent six years painstakingly reconstructing
life in a city off-limits to outsiders through interviews with defectors, smuggled photographs and videos.
The book spans the chaotic years that saw the death of Kim Il-sung, the unchallenged rise to power of
his son Kim Jong-il, the devastating effects of a famine that killed an estimated twenty percent of the
population, and an increase in illegal defections.
While many books focus on the North Korean nuclear threat, NOTHING TO ENVY is one of the few that
dwells on what everyday life is like for ordinary citizens. With remarkable detail, Demick brings to life
what it means to be living under the most repressive totalitarian regime in the world today. She gives a
portrait as vivid as walking oneself through the darkened streets of North Korea.

RAS BOOK CLUB VENUE
for FEBRUARY 2012:
The PuLi Hotel and Spa,
The Library
Ground floor off the Long Bar.
1 ChangDe Road,
between Nanjing Xi Lu
and Yan’an Lu,
Jing’an District
Shanghai 200040 China
T +86 21 3203 9999
F +86 21 3251 8988
information@thepuli.com

Barbara Demick has been interviewing North Koreans about
their lives since 2001, when she moved to Seoul for the Los
Angeles Times. Her reporting on North Korea won the
Overseas Press Club award for human rights reporting, the
Asia Society’s Osborne Eliott award and the American Academy
of Diplomacy’s Arthur Ross Award. Before joining the Los
Angeles Times, she was with the Philadelphia Inquirer as a
foreign correspondent in the Middle East and Eastern Europe.
She lived in Sarajevo during the war in Bosnia and wrote a
book about daily life, Logavina Street: Life and Death in
Sarajevo Neighborhood. Her Sarajevo reporting won the
George Polk Award, the Robert F. Kennedy Award and was a
finalist for the Pulitzer. Demick grew up in Ridgewood, N.J. She
is currently the Los Angeles Times bureau chief in Beijing.
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RAS China in Shanghai Journal
Call for Contributions
Honorary Journal Editor - Lindsay Shen PhD
The Royal Asiatic Society China in
Shanghai welcomes submissions on the
culture and history of China. We invite
scholars, writers and photographers to
contribute work to a journal that from
1858 to 1948 was an internationally
recognised repository of learning on
China. Our aim is to create a 21stcentury RAS China Journal that is
authoritative, creative, incisive and
readable.
The editor welcomes enquiries at:
editor@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn
“Guide for Contributors”
see next page
Details are also available on our
Website under “News”.

RAS JOURNALS . . .
are available at RAS events.
Members – one free copy
Additional copies 150 RMB

NEXT EDITION:
Due out later this year
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Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society China in Shanghai
Guide for Contributors
Introduction and Scope
The Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society China in Shanghai publishes original research articles of up to 10,000 words
(shorter articles are also welcome) on Chinese culture and society, past and present, with a focus on mainland China.
Original articles, which will be peer-reviewed, must be previously unpublished, and make a contribution to the field.
The Journal encourages contributions from both inside and outside the academy, and also accepts for consideration
material that falls outside the boundaries of traditional scholarship including, but not limited to, photo-essays,
interviews, translations, maps, essays. The Journal also publishes timely reviews of books on all aspects of Chinese
history, culture and society.
Submissions
All material should be submitted as an electronic attachment to the editor: editor@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn.
A separate cover sheet should include the following:
Title of work
Contributor’s name and contact information
Abstract of up to 300 words
For peer review, the main body of the text should not include the author’s name. Text should be double-spaced, leftaligned, 12pt, in an easily read font such as Times New Roman, and paginated. The first line of paragraphs should be
indented.
Illustrations should be high quality JPEG or TIFF files, and able to reproduce well in black and white. Authors are
responsible for securing copyright permissions, and for any associated costs.
Process
Submissions will be acknowledged by e-mail. Original articles, that in the opinion of the editor (working with the
editorial advisory committee), make a significant contribution to the field, will be sent to one independent peer
reviewer. The Journal operates a “double-blind” system of review, which means that neither the reviewer nor the
writer is informed of the other’s identity. Following peer review, an article may be accepted, accepted with revisions,
or declined.
Authors of accepted original articles will be sent a proof before publication. This is for final checking only, as no
substantial revisions are possible at this stage.
Style
The journal uses British English.
For punctuation, vocabulary and Romanization of Chinese, please refer to the Hong Kong University Press Style
Manual, available at
http://www.hkupress.org/Common/Reader/News/ShowNews.jsp?Nid=41&Pid=5&Version=0&Cid=3&Charset=iso8859-1.
References
Notes should appear at the end of the article, and be formatted according to The Chicago Manual of Style. The notes
and bibliography system, or the author-date system may be used according to whether your paper falls into the
category of humanities, or physical/social sciences.
A quick guide is available at http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html.
For archival sources, please follow the format requested by the repository.
The editor welcomes enquiries at editor@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn
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THANK YOU to all our recent EVENT
PATRONS………

T8 Club Lounge
No.8 Xintiandi North Part, Lane 181 Taicang Road
www.t8shanghai.com

www.earnshawbooks.com
410C North Suzhou Rd,
Hongkou
www.chailiving.com

www.waldorfastoria.com

www.britishchambershanghai.org

Jiashan Market Shanxi Nan Road
Lane 550 No. 37 Building D

Rm 201, Raffles City,
268 Central Tibet Rd
www.interfaceglobal.com

www.melange-oasis.com
1195 Fuxing Middle Road
www.sbc-usst.edu.cn

sasha’s

www.hkupress.org

restaurant and bar
www.sashas-shanghai.com

1 ChangDe Road JingAn District
www.thepuli.com

SUZHOU Gunxiufang
77, Shi Quan Jie.
www.suzhoubookworm.com

78 Xing Guo Road, Shanghai 200052
www.radisson.com/shanghaicn_plaza

RAS Council Members 2011-2012
President – Katy Gow
Vice Presidents – Tess Johnston, Spencer Dodington, Mike Nethercott
Hon Secretary - Vacant
Hon Treasurer - Jan Flohr
Hon Programme Director - Michelle Blumenthal
Hon Journal Editor – Lindsay Shen PhD
Hon Librarian - Kim Taylor PhD
Hon Research & Publications Director – Paul French
Council Member - Membership – Wendy Stockley
Council Member - IT – Lynn Fawcett
Council Member – Simon Drakeford
Council Member – Alexandra Hendrickson
Council Member – Liz Jennings
Council Member – Neale McGoldrick
Ex Officio – Jennifer Wen
Past President 2007-2011 – Peter Hibbard MBE
Vice President Suzhou – Bill Dodson
Hon Vice Presidents:
Carma Elliott CMG, Nenad Djordjevic, Professor Liu Wei
Enquiries: enquiry@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn

Membership: membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn

$

RAS MEMBERSHIP FORM
Any foreign passport holder interested in Asian culture and in promoting the aims of the Society may apply for
membership. (PRC law unfortunately prohibits us from admitting Chinese nationals.)
The Society operates a rolling membership system – membership is valid for one year from the date of
registration. Payments are only possible in cash – please remit your fee and completed form to a Council
member at one of our events.

PLEASE VISIT the Society’s website for up-to-date news of all events.

Past newsletters are also available:
Membership Enquiries: membership@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn
General Enquiries: enquiry@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn
RAS Event Bookings: bookings@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn
RAS Film Club: filmclub@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn - RAS Book Club: bookclub@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn
RAS Modern Chinese History Study Group: studygroup@royalasiaticsociety.org.cn
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