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To whom it may concern: 

It is with great pleasure and enthusiasm that I am submitting this letter of 

recommendation for Brad Zdenek. I have known Brad for three years. It began as a working 

relationship as teachers on the same team at West Cary Middle School and evolved into a 

valued friendship. 

Performance as a Professional: 

Anyone who has had the opportunity to work with Brad has only positive remarks. For me, I 

was the team leader, and he was the team Social Studies instructor. After seeing the 

rapport he has with his students and the production he received from them, I was more 

than thankful that he was a part of my team. Brad consistently presented his knowledge to 

the students in a manner that grabbed their attention as well as triggered their curiosity to 

know more. His knowledge base was expansive due in part to his continued travel around the 

world, awareness of varied perspectives regarding current events, and his genuine 

dedication to his profession.  His culminating project for the Asia unit had the students 

dress in the culture of their choice. For students of foreign descent, it was a source of 

pride to share how they live. The other students welcomed this exposure with their 

questions, and their enjoyment of food and drinks. For the team teachers, we too dressed in 

native garbs. To see the student written skits and the drum circle of students playing 

different instruments for a school-wide audience was a source of pleasure to all involved as 

well as those who witnessed the performance. The information that the students were 

exposed to was made obvious in my classroom when my poetry unit used historical 

information from the sixties and seventies. This particular unit incorporated the Social 

Studies curriculum for the seventh grade in some degree. For me, Brad’s knowledge is 

something I often sought in order to supplement my lesson. When speaking of him on any of 

my particular needs for the classroom or lesson, he never hesitated to provide assistance. 

Beyond our team, Brad was active on campus. His concern for the school’s environment 

inspired the formation of an Environmental Club. He met with members regularly and 

devised efforts to bring about awareness to protect the environment. Their marks were 

seen in the form of posters on walls, trashcan signs, and recycling efforts. Brad’s value was 

enhanced further by hi s participation on the school’s Standards Committee. There, he was 

involved in the development of criteria to which each teacher was to be held accountable in 

order to ensure the best quality instruction for the students. Brad in his time out of school, 

sponsored a European trip with other teachers for students. His love for adventure was 

contagious resulting in the majority of the student participants being from our team.  

 

 

Keiba Nimmons 


