
  The Patriot Pride  

                             Summer 2019 Newsletter 

The Patriot Pride is published three times a year in order to inform past and present members and 

friends of the Patriot Battalion while strengthening community ties among the Patriot Battalion.  

UH-60 Blackhawks from the RI ARNG flew Patriot Battalion Cadets from Bryant 

University to Joint Base Cape Cod for the Spring Field Training Exercise 

The 2019 Commissioning Class 



Notes from the Professor of Military Science: 

Lieutenant Colonel Christopher Wingate 

     And just like that, the 2018-2019 year is over! We commissioned 19             

Second Lieutenants in 2019, putting us well beyond our Army mission for 

the year. These 19 are a great group of young officers and I am confident 

they will excel in the Army. See this newsletter for details on their          

components and branches. Congratulations and best wishes to the Army's 

newest officers! We are now in the midst of Summer training and it is fun 

to watch our cadets come and go to exciting challenges and opportunities. 

See the Operations Update page for a full list of the great training our      

Cadets are attending this summer. I can’t believe this is the final Patriot 

Pride to which I will contribute. It seems like such a short time ago I was walking across the beautiful 

PC campus for the first time, reveling in my good fortune of being stationed here, especially after where 

some Army assignments can take you! Now, I’m retiring this August and the program will welcome 

LTC Tyler Jones as the new Professor of Military Science.  

     I feel like I’m duty bound to offer some parting words so will rely on one of my four year old’s 

daughter’s favorite books about a cat named Pickles who got into constant trouble until he realized his 

dream of becoming a fire rescue cat. In the book, Pickles only finds fulfillment by “doing a big thing.” 

My parting advice to all of us is to be like Pickles and pursue a big thing and chase after it with all your 

heart. Remember, we all only have been given one life to live here on earth. Why not do something     

extraordinary with that life? We (myself included) should strive to pursue the big thing of being an     

outstanding Army officer, or parent, or child, or friend, or colleague. I know from my own life how easy 

it is to slip into accepting being average. As our new officers head out into post-college life and as our 

other Cadets move up in seniority, I urge them to resist being average but instead strive for excellence in 

all things. In that way, you will live up to the great ideals of Army officer-ship and the Patriot Battalion 

culture of excellence.  

      Alright, enough of my sermonizing. It has been an honor to serve with all members of the Patriot 

Battalion. This is a fantastic program because of the devotion of past and current Cadets, their families, 

and Cadre. I know that culture will continue because that is the Patriot way! I hope you will stay in touch 

after I retire (my civilian email is christopherwingate1@gmail.com) and I look forward to hearing of the 

great things accomplished by Patriot Battalion alumni! 

 

   Sincerely, 

   Christopher Wingate 

   Lieutenant Colonel, Aviation 

   Professor of Military Science 

 

LTC Wingate swears in UMASS Dartmouth  

Cadet Carl Hyatt in Spring 2019 

mailto:christopherwingate1@gmail.com


Notes from the Cadet Battalion 

Commander 
By Cadet Battalion Commander Justin Bergner  

 

        The 2018-19 academic year just drew to a close and the 

Cadets of the Patriot Battalion are gearing up for what is       

going to be a great summer of training. Cadets will be every-

where this summer, from Advance Camp at Ft. Knox to 

CULP missions around the world. The Spring 2019 semester 

has been highlighted by events such as Military Ball at the 

Providence Biltmore and, more recently, the Joint Field      

Training Exercise with the University of Rhode Island at 

Camp Edwards on the Cape. Our MSIIIs have been training 

hard, putting in extra time and work to ensure success at      

Advance Camp. As MSIII attention has turned towards        

Advance Camp, the MSIIs and MSIs have stepped into leader-

ship. The potential that these Cadets are showing leaves the seniors confident that the Patriot Battalion is in 

good hands in the years to come! 

 

Spring Cadet Profile: Jackson Gordon 
(Providence College 2021) 

        “I am a sophomore, Political Science major at Providence College with a core focus in Spanish. On      

campus, I am a member of the Friars Club, the Club Volleyball team, and the Admission Ambassador         

Executive Board. In the Patriot Battalion, I was on the Ranger Challenge team that went to Fort Dix, New    

Jersey to compete in the annual competition comprised of schools from all over the northeast to test our mili-

tary skills and physical fitness. In 

April, I had the opportunity to 

participate in the annual Tough 

Ruck      Challenge, which is a 

marathon ruck march that com-

memorates all fallen service 

members and their families. This 

summer I am attending a Cultural 

Understanding and Leadership 

Program in Morocco where I will 

be doing military training with    

Moroccan cadets, humanitarian 

service, and cultural immersion 

programs. I am excited to im-

merse myself in a new culture and 

strengthen my leadership skills in 

a new environment. After my trip, 

I will return home to my family in 

Brunswick, Maine to work as a 

camp counselor at a day camp. In  

2021, I hope to commission and serve 

as an active duty Infantry officer.” 

 

 

2LT Justin Bergner commissioned 

as an Active Duty Infantry Officer     

                 in May 2019 

CDT Gordon participates in Tug-of-War during the Patriot 

Battalion’s 2019 Best Squad Competition 



                                                                   Battalion Operations Update 
                                          Ryan Warneke, Bryant University ’19  
 

      This spring, cadets of the Patriot Battalion participated in training scenarios that built off their skills 

from last semester. Cadets attended physical training three times a week while also conducting leadership 

labs to fully prepare them for the Joint Leadership Training Exercise (JFTX) and summer training. This 

semester’s focus was geared towards training on how to operate in a platoon-sized element. 

       The semester began with instruction 

on advanced soldiering skills such as land 

navigation, marksmanship instruction, 

platoon movement techniques,  operations 

order brief techniques, and tactical      

combat casualty care. The MSIV cadets 

instructed the MSIII cadets on how to 

properly have command and control of a 

platoon, while the MSIs and IIs were able 

to hone their skills at the squad level. 

     Cadets participated in several platoon 

situational training exercises at Bryant 

University. In these platoon training exer-

cises, MSIII cadets were assessed on their 

leadership abilities and on the successes or failures of their platoons. Juniors were put into roles as platoon 

leader and platoon sergeant to better train them for what they will experience at Advance Camp. The 

MSIIIs have spent two years learning and performing in roles at the squad level and it was now their time 

to take charge of a platoon. 

     After the Patriot Battalion gained sufficient training on their platoon tactics, they participated in a week-

end-long joint field training exercise at Joint Base Cape Cod, MA. This event consisted of day and night 

land navigation, platoon situational training exercises, patrol bases, and 6-mile ruck on a grueling course.     

75 cadets participated in this year’s JFTX. 

      

Cadets Katherine Fama and Clay Hoadley take a 

break from training and enjoy some Army MREs 

Cadet Dan Willis conducts Combat Water Survival Training         

at the PC pool 

Training for the Spring Ranger Challenge Team 



Battalion Operations Update (continued) 

This summer will be a busy time for many of our Cadets who will attend many types of Army training over 

the next couple of months. Below is a list of those who will enjoy these challenges. We are excited about them 

bringing back what they learn to the Patriot Battalion. Good luck to each of them!  

Caitlynn Almy   Cultural Understanding Language Program (Panama)/Advance Camp 

JohnPaul Bettinelli  Airborne School/Advance Camp 

Spencer Butterfield  Advance Camp/Cadet Troop Leader Training (Air Defense) 

Catherine Carignan  Advance Camp 

Christofer Casswell  Air Assault School/Advance Camp 

Josh Chen   Basic Camp 

Alex DellaBianca  Basic Camp 

Dylan Deston   Basic Camp 

Said Eljadidi   Advance Camp/USAREUR Internship 

Kathryn Fama   Airborne School 

Jared Getgano   Advance Camp/Broadcasting Internship 

Madelyn Gonzalez  Advance Camp 

Jackson Gordon  Cultural Understanding Language Program (Morocco) 

Tucker Hetherman  Basic Camp 

Jack Johnson   Airborne School 

Justin Johnson   Basic Camp 

Anthony Kolodziejczyk Advance Camp 

John Koller   Advance Camp 

Zachary Mason  Advance Camp/ Cultural Understanding  

      Language Program (Guyana) 

Collin McCadden  Basic Camp 

Robert McClellan  Advance Camp 

Saeddein Mejia  Basic Camp 

Kyle Newton   Advance Camp 

Jacob Olson   Advance Camp 

Elliott Pawlak   Advance Camp 

Brian Powell   Basic Camp 

Marvin Salazar  Advance Camp 

Dennis Scannell  Cultural Understanding Language Program  
     (Nepal)/Advance Camp 

Jason Sullivan   Air Assault School/Advance Camp 

Daniel Willis   Advance Camp 

 

 

Cadet John Koller trains on the 

Obstacle Course in preparation 

for summer training 



 

  Campus Focus: Rhode Island College   
Harrison Moran: Rhode Island College ‘19 

       Rhode Island College (RIC) has been a part of the Army ROTC program at    

   Providence College since the beginning. Although our numbers in the program 

have been small compared to our sister schools, the number of cadets that have 

joined the program have increased in the past couple years. We have cadets that 

bring experiences from different branches of the Army. 

       One RIC cadet is currently a member of the Rhode Island National Guard, while another cadet joined 

the program from Active Duty via the Green to Gold program. We continue to have a great presence on our 

campus in order to recruit more members to the program for the future. Cadets at Rhode Island College     

attend PT every Monday and Friday at Providence College with a day of PT at Rhode Island College’s         

recreational center on Wednesdays. Rhode Island College cadets also attend ROTC classes and labs on 

Wednesdays as well. The cadets from our school continue to work hard and strive for excellence as they go 

forth on their journey towards becoming Army officers. 

RIC Cadet Brady Thibault during a 2019 ruck 

RIC’s Sangmoon Han commissioned in 

May 2019. 2LT Han is currently attend-

ing the MI Officer Basic Course and 

will serve as a USAR MI officer 



 

 

 

Alumni Profile: CPT Alex Forman (PC ’13) 

     “I graduated from PC in May of 2013, and attended Armor BOLC 

at Ft. Benning, Georgia. From there, I went to my first duty station at 

Fort Carson, Colorado where I served in multiple positions to include 

Scout Platoon Leader, Medic Platoon Leader and Headquarters and 

Headquarters Company Executive Officer. In 2017, I deployed to Eu-

rope ISO Operation Atlantic Resolve. I recently completed the Ma-

neuver Captains Career Course at Ft. Benning, Georgia and am now 

stationed at Fort Hood, Texas serving as the Brigade Current Opera-

tions Officer in the 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry 

Division. In the fall of 2017, I married my wonderful wife Leah. We 

are expecting our first little dismount this August!  

     What will always make Providence College and the Patriot Battalion 

special to me are the people. From the outstanding cadre and support staff 

that provided incredible mentorship, to all the cadets of the Patriot Battal-

ion; the people are what made it so enjoyable and special. From early 

morning PT sessions followed by group breakfast at Ray, Mil Balls, and 

training events in the snow; those shared experiences with an incredible group of people is something 

I will always be grateful for. The Patriot Battalion will always feel more like a family than just anoth-

er organization. While our class may not have been the biggest, we surely were the closest. I talk 

many of my classmates, some even daily. I’m always surprised how often I run into a fellow member 

of the Patriot Battalion. Whether it’s in Colorado Springs, the woods of Fort Benning, a small town in 

Germany, or at the National Training Center fighting alongside you, the “Pat Bat” is always there…. 

Train harder than yesterday. Squat deep. Laze center mass. GO FRIARS!” 

Cadre Corner 
     The cadre remains relatively stable this summer with only Lieutenant Colonel Wingate departing and Lieuten-

ant Colonel Tyler Jones assuming PMS duties in August. Colonel Wingate is retiring after 22 years of active duty 

service and will return to his hometown of Madison, Virginia to settle down with Bethany and their children. See 

the PMS comments in this newsletter for his farewell comments.  

 Lieutenant Colonel Jones arrives with his wife and family from a NATO assignment in Europe and the 

next Cadre Corner will profile them. Welcome to the Jones family! 

 MAJ Jenkins, MAJ Rickey, MSG Foist, SFC Kearns, and Mr. Johnson are all supporting Cadet Summer 

Training this summer at 

lovely Fort Knox, Ken-

tucky. That will make 

them appreciate the beau-

tiful PC campus all the 

more in the fall. Mr. 

Girouard, Ms. Falvo, and 

Ms. Ciorlano are man-

ning the home front this 

summer, preparing for 

the 2019-2020 year 

which is just around the 

corner! 2019 Patriot Battalion Cadre and Staff 



SMP Unit Spotlight: 223rd Military Intelligence Battalion, Ayer MA 

John Ibrahim (Bryant 2019) 

 

     The Simultaneous Membership Program 

(SMP) is a great training program that many 

cadets all over the country take part in every 

year. SMPing allows cadets to temporarily 

enlist into the National Guard or Army Re-

serves as a non- deployable participant. The 

cadet will be able to choose not only the 

branch, but also the unit they desire to be a 

part of for that temporary period. Cadets are 

paid at the rank of Sergeant (E-5) during 

training with these units and are exposed to 

how the Army truly functions and gives ca-

dets a full immersion into the life of a Na-

tional Guardsman or Reservist. I personally 

have been SMPing in Delta Company, 

223rd Military Intelligence Battalion out of 

Ayer, MA. 

 

        

 
 

 

     The unit specifically focuses on human intelli-

gence (HUMINT) collection and analysis, including 

screening, interviews, and report generation of hu-

man intelligence sources. So, what do cadets do 

while at these units for drill? The typical life of an 

SMP cadet revolves around the officer that you are 

tasked with following. 

     Considering the cadet is interested in the perspective 

of being an officer in that type of unit, in makes sense 

they would follow them. At drill, I tend to float around 

between a platoon leader, executive officer and compa-

ny commander in order to get the best understanding of 

their role and thought process. Cadets get the oppor-

tunity to not only witness many activities that occur at 

the unit but also partake in many of them. For example, 

in my unit I have helped extensively with intelligence collection and report generation, risk assessments, route 

planning for logistical operations, closing reports/AARs for drill weekends and more. Aside from the paper-

work side of the officer’s role, cadets also get to take part in the enlisted activities such as NVG training, driv-

ers training of large military vehicles, qualifying on weapon systems like the M4A1 carbine, 9mm Beretta and 

an assortment of crew served weapon systems such as the .50 cal and M19 grenade launcher and more all 

while being paid. Overall, the SMP is a great program that pays cadets while they make lasting connections 

and gain experience and knowledge of their future role. 

223rd Military Intelligence Battalion Unit Patch 

2LT John Ibrahim commissioned as a 

 Military Intelligence Officer in May 



Spring ROTC Contracted Cadets 
 

 The Patriot Battalion is proud to congratulate the following Cadets on contracting into 

the Profession of Arms during the Spring Semester. 

                                              Elliot Pawlak (UMASS Dartmouth 2020) 

                                                Carl Hyatt (UMASS Dartmouth 2021)  

                                            Michael Casey (Providence College 2021)  

                                             Daniel Willis (Johnson and Wales 2020) 

        

         

2019 Commissioning Seniors 
                 

Justin Bergner     Infantry, Active Duty 

Dakota Coleman    Chemical, USAR 

Ryan Cristiano        Aviation, Active Duty 

Marc Davis          Field Artillery, Active Duty 

Zachary Ellis   Military Intelligence, RI ARNG 

Tyler Gargano         Judge Advocate Corps, Ed Delay 

Aaron Gattinoni           Transportation, USAR 

Kyle Griffin                Military Intelligence, USAR 

Sang Moon Han        Military Intelligence, USAR 

John Ibrahim               Military Intelligence, MA ARNG 

James Kitt                     Engineer, CT ARNG 

Kaela Lynch                  Aviation, Active Duty 

Shawn McElligott          Engineer, Active Duty 

Thaddeus McKeon        Engineer, MA ARNG 

Harrison Moran         Field Artillery, Active Duty 

Jacob Mota                     Field Artillery, RI ARNG 

Melanie Muzyka        Nurse Corps, Active Duty 

William Summers          Infantry, Active Duty 

Ryan Warneke               Aviation, RI ARNG 

Cadet Pawlak is sworn in by LTC Wingate CDT Casey in congratulated by SGM (Ret) Fortunato 

New 2LTs Kaela Lynch and Will Summers pose with our 

Commissioning Guest Speaker, BG (Ret.) Michael Byrnes 



 

 

Parting Shots 

Thanks to the cadets and cadre for a great year! Good luck to our  

new officers and to all the cadets attending summer training! 

Cadets operate a M240B Machine Gun 

The Patriot Battalion at the Spring 2019 Awards Ceremony 


