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DESCRIPTION OF THE FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM
The Fr. Philip A. Smith, O.P. Student Fellowships for Study and Service Abroad are awarded on a
competitive basis to rising juniors and seniors. The Fellowships enable students to undertake
summer study or service at Catholic and Dominican sites outside the continental United States.
The Fellowships cover travel, living, and incidental expenses. The Fellowships are made possible
through the generosity of several members of the College’s Board of Trustees, former and
current, and several other donors.
Purpose
The Fellowships are designed to encourage highly motivated students to deepen their
acquaintance with the Catholic and Dominican intellectual tradition and the ethos of Christian
service, as well as introduce them to the breadth and richness of the universal Church. They are
also intended to act as a leaven within the College community.
Criteria for Selection
Proposals from rising juniors and seniors are considered on the basis of a) the aptness of the
proposed course of study or service, given the purpose of the Fellowships; b) the demonstrated
ability and readiness of the student to undertake what is proposed; and c) the feasibility and
timeliness of the proposal. Although study and service undertaken as a Fellow may contribute
to ongoing interests and scholarship, study or service for credit is excluded.
Timeline
Each year an announcement of the Fellowships is made in mid-September, to be followed by
several informational meetings that take place in late September or early October. Attendance
at one of these informational meetings is mandatory for anyone anticipating applying for a
Smith Fellowship for the following summer. A letter of application, with a preliminary
description of the proposed course of travel, study, or service, is due on the Friday before the
Thanksgiving Break. This should be accompanied by a completed Application Form. After
reviewing each letter of application, the Committee then communicates with each applicant
about how to proceed with the drafting of the formal proposal, which is due the Friday
following the Martin Luther King, Jr., holiday in January. Fellows will be announced in early to
mid-February.
Selection Committee
The Selection Committee consists of three persons: Fr. Gabriel Pivarnik, O.P. Vice President of
Mission and Ministry, Chair; Mr. Robert Pfunder ’09, Campus Minister for Global Service, and
Ms. Heidi Fraitzl ’14, Campus Minister for Local Service and a 2013 Smith Fellow, all appointed
by Fr. R. Gabriel Pivarnik, O.P., Vice President for Mission and Ministry and Director of the
Center for Catholic and Dominican Studies. Consultants to the Selection Committee include Ms.
Marifrances McGinn, Esq., College Legal Counsel and Ms. Gail Dyer, Esq., Associate Legal
Counsel. Fr. Peter Martyr Yungwirth, O.P., College Chaplain and Director of Campus Ministry,
serves as a peritus to the Selection Committee.
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Additional Considerations
Fellows must be full-time undergraduates in good standing. Three letters of recommendation
are required, which are to be submitted with the formal proposal in January, at least one of
these letters must be from an ordinary member of the Providence College faculty. Fellows
agree to give a presentation about their experience in the Center for Catholic and Dominican
Studies during the semester following their return.
Fr. Philip A. Smith, O.P.
Fr. Philip A. Smith, O.P. was the 11th President of Providence College (1994-2005). A native of
Prince Edward Island, Canada, Fr. Smith graduated from Providence College and entered the
Dominican Order in 1961. A philosopher by training and a specialist in bioethics, Fr. Smith also
served as President of the Pontifical Faculty of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC;
as a member of the Provincial Council of St. Joseph Province of the Dominican Friars; and as a
delegate to the 1995 General Chapter of the Dominican Order in Caleruega, Spain. In
gratitude for his many years of service to the Church, the Order, and to the students of
Providence College, these Fellowships are named in his honor.
For additional information, please contact:
Fr. Gabriel Pivarnik, O.P.
Vice President for Mission and Ministry
Director, Center for Catholic and Dominican Studies
Harkins Hall 110-A
(401) 865-1210
gpivarni@providence.edu
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HOW TO APPLY
Applying for a Fellowship involves three steps:
Step 1

Letter of Application and Completed Application Form

The first stage in the application process is to submit a letter of application with a completed
Application Form to the Chair of the Selection Committee. The letter of application should
include a preliminary description of the proposed course of travel, study, or service, and should
aim to answer the following questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

What motivates you to apply for the Smith Fellowship?
What do you hope to learn from this experience?
In your own words, what is the difference between solidarity and charity?
How do you hope to grow as a person? Your answer should center more on
character than on academic knowledge.

The Letter of Application should be no more than three to five pages on plain white
paper with one-inch margins, 1.15 line spacing, single-sided, no title page or binder, plus
the Application Form.

The completed Application Form provides the Selection Committee with basic information
about you, your interests, and contact information.
DEADLINE: FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2017, 4:30 p.m.
Step 2

Communication with the Selection Committee

After reviewing your letter of application and completed Application Form, the Selection
Committee will contact you about how to proceed. In most cases it will advise you about what
you need to consider going forward, e.g., what additional information you need to gather and
provide, who to contact regarding visa, legal, and financial matters, and how to begin thinking
about your formal proposal. It will also invite you to meet with individual members of the
Selection Committee or the Committee as a whole, and to effectively use the Committee as
an ally to help you through the process of drafting and revising your proposal. In some cases
where your interests cannot be served by the Fellowship, or the letter of application and
application form indicate that it would be best to defer, the Selection Committee will advise
you not to proceed with the application process.
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ONGOING: DECEMBER - JANUARY
Step 3

Drafting and Submitting a Proposal

The formal proposal is a comprehensive statement of your interests, proposed project,
readiness and expectations, information about the site, contacts, supervisor(s), projected costs,
and the like. It also includes three letters of recommendation, one of which must be from a
member of the ordinary faculty at Providence College. Although the Selection Committee will
help you draft the proposal and advise you about what is necessary to include, the following
suggestions may prove helpful:
1. Write clearly and succinctly, and organize your proposal well.
2. Detailed accounts of costs, travel plans, etc. should be included in an appendix and not
in the narrative body of the proposal.
3. Type, ink jet, or laser print your proposal on plain white paper with one-inch margins,
1.15 line spacing, single-sided, no title page or binder.
4. Demonstrate that you have researched your proposed site and project in considerable
detail, and have made initial contact with those who will serve as supervisors and/or
hosts.
5. Be sure to account for housing, meals, incidental expenses, medical requirements, visas,
and any legal documentation or waivers that you will require.
6. The formal proposal should be from five to seven pages—no more—plus appendices.
DEADLINE: FRIDAY, JANUARY 19, 2018, 4:30 p.m.
ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE AND SUBMIT ALL DOCUMENTS TO:
Fr. Gabriel Pivarnik, O.P.
Vice President for Mission and Ministry
Director, Center for Catholic and Dominican Studies
Harkins Hall 110-A
(401) 865-1210
gpivarni@providence.edu
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SELECTION PROCESS
Proposals will be judged on the basis of a) the aptness of the proposed course of study or
service, given the purpose of the Fellowships; b) the demonstrated ability and readiness of the
student to undertake what is proposed; and c) the feasibility and timeliness of the proposal.
The Selection Committee will review all proposals and rank them in order of perceived merit.
The number of Fellows that can be sponsored in a given summer will vary according to the
availability of funds, with the usual maximum number of Fellowships awarded being ten.
Note that although study and service undertaken as a Fellow may contribute to ongoing
interests and scholarship, study or service for credit at this time is excluded.
PLEASE NOTE
Attendance at one of the several informational meetings is mandatory for anyone
anticipating applying for a Smith Fellowship for the following summer.
Please note that initial proposals and Application Forms, as well as final proposals, should be
submitted in both hard-copy and electronic form to: Fr. Gabriel Pivarnik, O.P., Vice President
for Mission and Ministry. Letters of recommendation, due by January 19, 2018, may be
submitted to him either in hard-copy (sealed envelope from the recommender) or electronic
form.

Smith Fellowship 2017 Presentations
Abroad for Christ in the Company of St. Dominic:
Open to all; light refreshments served

Monday - October 2, 2017 from 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Slaven Overlook Lounge
Tuesday - October 3, 2017 from 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Slaven Overlook Lounge

Smith Fellowship 2018 Information Sessions
Fr. Philip A. Smith, O.P, Student Fellowship Program for Study and Service Abroad:
Information Sessions for Summer 2018 Fellowships Center for Catholic and Dominican Studies
Open to sophomores and juniors; light refreshments served
Wednesday, October 4, 2017 at 9:00 pm
Slaven Overlook Lounge
Wednesday, October 11, 2017 at 3:00 pm
Slaven Overlook Lounge
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POSSIBLE SITES, CONTACTS, AND VENUES FOR SERVICE:
The Dominican Sisters of Eastern Australia and the Solomon Islands, and
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Honiara, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands,
In summer 2017, Kayla Krongel '18 and Rebecca Simon '18 spent six weeks with the Dominican
sisters of Sydney, Australia at St. Lucy's School.
In summer 2016, Lauren Cramer ’17 spent six weeks with the Dominican sisters in Sydney,
ministering principally at St. Lucy’s Special Needs Catholic Primary School.
Also in summer 2016, Lindsey Ciolfi ’17 and Claire Kleinschmidt ’17 spent five weeks in the
Solomon Islands working with Bishop Chris Cardone, O.P. ’80, in his Diocese of Auki, Malaita
Island, and with the native Dominican sisters in the various ministries of the Diocese. They spent
a few days in Sydney, Australia, beforehand and afterwards, with the Dominican sisters there.
As of September 2016, Bishop Cardone has become Archbishop of Honiara in the Solomon
Islands, and only a very small group of Dominican sisters will be active in Auki through the
summer of 2017. Thus, the focus on the Smith Fellowship Program in the Solomon Islands in the
summer of 2018 will be on Honiara, where Archbishop Cardone is suggesting two possibilities in
the area, one with the Dominican sisters and one with the Dominican friars.
Dominican Sisters of Eastern Australia: www.opeast.org.au
Primary contact: Sister Rose Mary Kinne, O.P.: rkinne@netspace.net.au
You may read these 2016 Smith Fellow blogs:
Lauren Cramer: https://laureninsydneyblog.wordpress.com/
Lindsey Ciolfi: http://www.storiesfromthesolomons.wordpress.com/
Claire Kleinschmidt: https://clairekleinschmidt.wordpress.com/
You may contact these 2016 Smith Fellows:
Lauren Cramer: lcramer@friars.providence.edu
Lindsey Ciolfi: lciolfi@friars.providence.edu
Claire Kleinschmidt: ckleinsc@friars.providence.edu
Dominicans Friars and Dominican Sisters in South Africa

Friars: www.zaop.org

Over the past four summers, a total of nine Smith Fellows have traveled to three different
Dominican locations in the Republic of South Africa. Future Smith Fellows might like to map out
a Fellowship that includes more than one Dominican venue in South Africa.
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Dominican Friars of the Vice Province of South Africa, Springs, outside Johannesburg
In summer 2017, John Whitney '19 traveled to Springs, outside Johannesburg, to work with
the Dominican friars in their St. Martin de Porres Development Center
In summer 2015, Molly O’Leary ’17 was one of two Springs Smith Fellows traveling to Springs.
In summer 2013, David O’Connor ’14 traveled to Springs, outside Johannesburg, to work with
the Dominican friars at their St. Martin de Porres Development Center:
http://jday27.wix.com/st-martin-de-porres
Primary Contact: Fr. Lewis Tsuro, O.P.: ltsuro@gmail.com
You may read this 2015 Smith Fellow blog:
Molly O’Leary: https://serenityinsouthafrica.wordpress.com/
You may read this 2013 Smith Fellow blog:
David O’Connor: http://theadventuresofdaveabroad.wordpress.com/
You may contact this 2015 Smith Fellow:
Molly O’Leary: moleary6@friars.providence.edu
You may contact this 2013 Smith Fellow:
David O’Connor: doconnor127@gmail.com
[Dave lives close to the Providence College Campus.]
Dominican Friars of the Vice Province of South Africa, Pietermaritzburg, outside Durban
In summer 2013, Heidi Fraitzl ’14 was one of two Smith Fellows who spent six weeks
participating in the ministries of the Dominican friars of the Emaphethelweni Priory in
Pietermaritzburg, outside Durban on the Indian Ocean coast: www.zaop.org
Primary Contact: Fr. Martin Badenhorst, O.P. mbadenhorst@zaop.org
You may read this 2013 Smith Fellow blog:
Heidi Fraitzl: http://ablessingblog.wordpress.com
Heidi Fraitzl is now the Providence College Campus Minister for Local Service, and you can find
her in the Campus Ministry Center or contact her: hfraitzl@providence.edu
Dominican Sisters of Montebello, outside Durban, South Africa
In summer 2017, Jeanne Conroy '19 spent six weeks with the Dominican Friars in
Pietermartizburt and with the Sisters of Montebello, at their school and the Vianney
Children's Home
In summer 2016, Shannon Grady ’18 and Meghan O’Connor ’18 spent six weeks with the
Dominican Sisters of Montebello, outside Durban, in their orphanage and teaching ministries.
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Primary Contact: Sr. Spongimpilo Mdabe, O.P.: sbphumuza21@gmail.com
You may read these 2016 Smith Fellow blogs:
Shannon Grady: https://shannongrady25.wordpress.com/
Meghan O’Connor: https://meghanoconnorsouthafrica.wordpress.com/
You may contact these 2016 Smith Fellows:
Shannon Grady: sgrady2@friars.providence.edu
Meghan O’Connor: moconn31@friars.providence.edu
Grand Rapids Dominican Sisters, Chimbote, Peru
In summer 2016, Anne Berning ’18, following in the footsteps of Kaitlyn Williams ’17 in
summer 2015, spent six weeks with the Grand Rapids, Michigan, Dominican Sisters at their
Centro de Obras Sociales Maternidad de María Maternity Clinic in Chimbote, Peru: http://
www.grdominicans.org/our-ministry/ministry-abroad/chimbote-peru/
and http://maternidaddemaria.org/
Primary Contacts:
Sr. Lillian Bockheim, O.P.: lbchdoms@yahoo.com
Sr. Margaret Mary Birchmeier, O.P.: cos.chimbote@speedy.com.pe
You may read these Smith Fellow blogs
Anne Berning (summer 2016): http://musingsandperusings.com/
Kaitlyn Williams (summer 2015): https://perusingchimbote.wordpress.com
You may contact these Smith Fellows:
Anne Berning: aberning@friars.providence.edu
Kaitlyn Williams: kwilli13@friars.providence.edu
Dominican Sisters of Tucumán, Tucumán, Argentina
In summer 2017, Gabriella Sanchez '18 and Ann Kleinschmidt '19, spent six weeks with
the Tucumán Dominican Sisters of Tucumán, Argentina in their schools and various other
ministries.
In summer 2015, Taylor Gibson ’17 spent six weeks participating in the ministries of the
Dominican Sisters of the Most Holy Name of Jesus in San Miguel de Tucumán, Argentina.
Primary contact: Sr. Cynthia Folquer, O.P.: cfolquer@gmail.com
You may read this 2015 Smith Fellowship blog:
Taylor Gibson (2015): https://friarfrases.wordpress.com/
You may contact this 2015 Smith Fellow:
Taylor Gibson: tgibson2@friars.providence.edu
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Dominican Sisters of Etrépagny, Trinidad
In summer 2016, Shantal Solomon ’17 spent six weeks with the Etrépagny Dominican Sisters in
their Shalom Youth Centre outside Port-of-Spain, Trinidad.
Primary Contact: Sr. Arlene Greenidge, O.P.: agreenidge2000@yahoo.com
You may read this 2016 Smith Fellow blog:
Shantal Solomon: https://smithfellowshipintrinidad2016.blogspot.com/
You may contact this 2016 Smith Fellow:
Shantal Solomon: ssolomo2@friars.providence.edu
There are other opportunities worth investigating such as; Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Zambia,
Haiti, Spain, or England or any place where a Dominican Community happens to be living
and ministering.
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Fr. Phillip A. Smith, O.P. Student Fellowships for Study and Service Abroad
APPLICATION FORM 2017-2018
Please type or print, and feel free to use the reverse side.

Banner ID No.______________

Full Name ___________________________________________________________________
First
Middle
Last
College Address—Friar P. O. Box_________________________________________________
Permanent Address ___________________________________________________________
Telephone Numbers ________________________ (cell) ________________________ (home)
E-mail address ________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth _____________________ Place of Birth _________________________________
Citizenship _______________________________________ Passport? Y/N _______________
Passport No. __________________________ Date of Expiration: _______________________
Class Year _______

Fulltime Student? Y/N_______

GPA ___________

Major(s) _____________________________________________________________________
Minor(s) _____________________________________________________________________
Languages Spoken _____________________________________________________________
Previous Experience Abroad _____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Activities at Providence College __________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Who will Write Recommendations on Your Behalf?
1. (Ordinary Faculty Member)_______________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________________________________
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Health Concerns/Needs Relevant to Foreign Travel ____________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Next of Kin/Emergency Contacts
Name(s) ________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________
Telephone ________________________ E-mail _________________________________

I certify that the information I have provided here is true and accurate to the best of my
knowledge.
Signature _______________________________________ Date _________________________

Please return this form to:
Fr. Gabriel Pivarnik, O.P.
Vice President for Mission and Ministry
Director, Center for Catholic and Dominican Studies
Harkins Hall 110-A
(401-865-1210
gpivarni@providence.edu

