Instructional Technology Development
Program
Winter/Spring 2020
Quick Tips and Reminders:
Spring term courses are now in Sakai.
Should I merge? Remember that merged Sakai sites allow you to teach from a single course site instead
of multiple sites – but you have to request them! Send merge requests (with the course and section
numbers) to sakaihelp@providence.edu.
To copy course sites and materials from one semester to the next, make sure you have the same tools
selected for the new site as the one to be copied: https://itdp.providence.edu/faculty/course-sitesmaterials/ .

Publish your course! Students will not be able to see the course site until you “publish”. If you would like
a one on one consultation, please contact Sakai Help at sakaihelp@providence.edu.
All sites (project and course) are in the sites “waffle,” icon at the top right corner of the page. You will
find all your sites listed in this icon.
Sakai Favorites Menu: “Star,” sites by clicking on the gray star next to a course site. Your starred courses
will appear at the top of your Sakai page. "Un-star" courses from the sites waffle to remove them from
the top of your Sakai page.
Browsers: Use Google Chrome, FireFox, Microsoft Edge, or Safari when using Sakai. DO NOT use
Internet Explorer.
There's more to Sakai! To add tools (Tests & Quizzes, Rubrics, Lessons, etc.) to your Sakai course, that
are not listed in the default tools, go to Site Info > Manage Tools, then click on the tools you wish to add.

Upcoming ITDP Winter Workshops

The Instructional Technology Development Program is offering a series of workshops in December and
January in preparation for the spring semester.
Rolling over Course Content
Dec 17th, Jan 6th 10:30-11:30 AM

Gradebook
Dec 17th, Jan 7th 2-3 PM
Lessons and Other Tools
Dec 18th 10:30-11:30 AM and
Jan 6th 2-3PM
Top Hat and Gradebook Sync with Sakai
Dec 18th 2-3 PM and
Jan 7th 10:30-11:30 AM
Presenting Wirelessly
Jan 9th 2-3 PM
Please RSVP and see descriptions here.

ITDP Services and Consultations...

•

iPads: Borrow an iPad, learn how to use educational apps, electronically annotate documents
and publications, or use an iPad to capture your lecture or a student presentation.

•

Spaces: Tour an active learning space on campus (ex. Moore 118, Accinno 207, new spaces in
the Sciences Complex) or consult with us on incorporating classroom technology into your
pedagogy.

•

Wireless Presentation: Many of our classrooms are now equipped with Apple TVs or Mersive
Solstice Pods (newer spaces, such as Moore, Ryan, and Sciences). These devices allow you to
connect wirelessly to screens in the classrooms. Solstice Pods allow for multiple connections
(think about student group work!). Contact us if you would like to know the capability of your
space.

•

TopHat: online audience response and polling software – helps educators take attendance,
administer polls, games and quizzes, and share lecture notes—all by connecting to students’
mobile devices or laptops (think clickers, except bring-your-own-device). Expect to see
announcements of upcoming webinars and training. If you are interested in Top Hat, email
sakaihelp@providence.edu. Top Hat also has Sakai integration allowing your students to easily
access registering for your course. You can add the “Top Hat,” tool to your Sakai site by selecting
Site Info>Manage Tools then scrolling through the list until you see “Top Hat.” Remember to
select continue and finish! Sakai's Gradebook now syncs with TopHat's. For information on
setting this up, please contact itdp@providence.edu.

•

Active learning: is a teaching method in which professors engage students in the instructional
process through activities designed to encourage deeper learning. ITDP is here to help faculty
members integrate technology into their classrooms to enhance the active learning experience
for students. To learn more about becoming a preferred active learning instructor at Providence
College, please email us at itdp@providence.edu. In addition to ITDP programming, look for
active learning sessions offered by the Center for Teaching Excellence.

LMS Review Task Force

LMS Task Force

The LMS Review Task Force work in tandem with Instructional Technology, Information Technology, and
the LMS Advisory Board to identify the best system for Providence College’s ongoing improvement in
teaching and learning.
The LMS Review Task Force was busy during the Fall 2019 semester organizing LMS vendor visits to the
PC campus. Faculty and staff were invited to attend demonstrations from three LMS vendors: Canvas,
Brightspace, and Sakai. All attendees were given a chance to provide their feedback on the vendor
demonstrations. The task force been gathering data from the collected feedback and will continue to
meet during the spring semester. Stay tuned for updated information in late spring.
If you are interested in viewing the video demonstrations from the vendor visits, please contact
itdp@providence.edu.

LMS Review Task Force Membership
Laura Boynton-Hauerwas, School of Professional Studies
Julia Camp, School of Business
Julie Cicilline, Instructional Technology
Aaron Colaiacomo, Instructional Technology
Stephanie Filippelli, Instructional Technology
Adam Hauerwas, Information Technology
Wataru Ishizuka, School of Arts & Sciences
Jonathan Jackson, School of Business
Diane Smith-Wilks, Information Technology
Adam Villa, School of Arts & Sciences

Multimedia Library Resources

Our colleague and newsletter guest, Elizabeth Tietjen, Commons Librarian, Head of Digital Projects &
Metadata, has been working closely with faculty and ITDP to design and support multimedia projects
and pedagogy.
Thinking about or planning on assigning a video, podcast, website, or other media-based project to your
class? ITDP and Phillips Memorial Library have partnered to support you! ITDP and Digital Projects
Library Staff are available to consult with you on your assignment, including recommending software
and tools, helping you work out the technology logistics, and providing resources and support for your
students.
The library offers several media production resources geared toward students, such as borrowable
technology, including cameras, audio recorders, microphones, and other media equipment:
https://pml.providence.edu/technology/, as well as a collaborative media production space:
https://pml.providence.edu/technology/media-hub/. The library’s Digital Projects staff are available to
help you and your students with the borrowable media equipment and all of the hardware and software
in the MediaHub. You can even schedule an in-class instruction session for your students on iMovie or
other media production software, hardware, and best practices. For more information, email PML's
Digital Publishing Services at: dps@providence.edu.

Below are our 10 best practices for different multi-media projects for your students:
•

Podcasts

•

Documentary

•

Website

Save the Date: 2020 ITDP Summer Institute

The 2020 ITDP Summer Institute will be held on Tuesday, June 9 through Thursday, June 11, 2020.
Details coming soon!

The ITDP 2019 Summer Institute was June 11 - June 13, 2019. The theme was “Grow, Sustain, and
Flourish”. The participants were open to new technologies to engage their students and themselves!
The following full-time faculty participated in the 2019 Summer Institute (Agenda for the 2019 ITDP
Summer Institute):
Lynn Curtis, Assistant Professor of Art
Fr. Thomas Davenport, Assistant Professor of Physics
Colin Jaundrill, Associate Professor of History
Alex Orquiza, Assistant Professor of History
Mark Pedretti, Assistant Professor of English
Lynne Ryan, Professor of Education

Erin Joy Schmidt, Assistant Professor of Theater, Dance and Film
John Seiffertt, Assistant Professor of Computer Science

Prepare for winter storms ...

Illness, conferences, inclement weather… these and many other reasons can create the need to cancel
or reschedule a class, assignment, or activity. While the occasional snow day may not be a a major setback in student learning, what happens when you face a winter of endless blizzards, or you need to be
out of the classroom for an extended period of time?
Also, keep in mind, technology outages can be a major disrupter as well. Keep a list of your roster and
student contact info in the rare case of technology outages (ex. Sakai, wifi, email), have a back up plan
for extreme scenarios, and communicate to your students what your expectations are for them.
Please visit https://itdp.providence.edu/instructional-continuity/ for more information on best practices
and discussion topics for Instructional Continuity.
For a quick guide, see our Ten Tips for Preparing for Learning Continuity

Sakai 19 Upgrade

On August 9th, Sakai was upgraded from Sakai 12.6 to Sakai 19.0. Some visual changes and technical
enhancements were added including
•

Rubrics,

•

Student-Viewable Gradebook Statistics,

•

Bulk editing/creating options,

•

And a new layout for Test & Quizzes.

Contact Us!
Need a consultation? Contact ITDP at ITDP@providence.edu or visit ITDP.providence.edu.
Question about Sakai? Contact Sakaihelp@providence.edu.

Julie Cicilline, Instructional Technology Development Program Coordinator: jdecesa1@providence.edu,
x1832
Aaron Colaiacomo, Instructional Technologist: acolaiac@providence.edu, x1835
Stephanie Filippelli, Administrative Coordinator: sfilippe@providence.edu, x1340

