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Designing Conceptual Frameworks
for Qualitative Research Studies

AAnN overview of qualitative research design with the
conceptual framework as its template.

AParticipants will explore the development of a
study about identity, using the threpart template
to compose theoretical, methodological, and
epistemological premises.

ATargeted to graduate students and novices to
gualitative research.



Materials Needed
for the Workshop

AA hard copy printout (highly recommended)
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APencils (highly recommended) or pens

AOptional: a microphone for presentation and
Q&A

AOptional: webcam



Conceptual Frameworks
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Aa narrative (and sometimes a diagram) that consists primarily
the theoretical, methodological andepistemologicapremises
about a project

Athe researcher's assumptions abouhy theories drive the
study,what particular qualitative genre for the research desigr
IS selected, antiow the knowledge is constructed

Aaninvestigative architectureghat suggests the researcher has
thought through all preliminary decisions carefully to make
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Aa conceptual frameworkvolvesthroughout a study; you start
and end up with one



Terms: Conceptual

Theoretical, Sensitizing, Analytical, Validity, and Explanatory

Frameworks

AA conceptualframework, like a concept, consists of
constituent elements that, taken together, compose th
total approach to the entire study, from research desic
to final write-up.

A AtheoreticalF NI YSg2NJ F20dzaSa LINAYIFINRf& 2y LINBOA2dzaf @
data analysis and interpretation.

A Asensitizingiramework is an emergent approach, based on the literature review and analytic reflection and
reflexivity on the research design.

A Ananalyticalframework describes a process of social action as the basis for confirmation or exploration dur
data collection and analysis.

A Avalidity framework describes how the data/evidence and analysis will support the credibility and
trustworthiness of the findings.

A AnexplanatoryF NI YS62N] A& 9tATIo6SGK / NBFYSNRa dzYoNBft f |
conceptual, and theoretical frameworks.



An Analogy

Think of a conceptual framework
as part of a device with a GPS apy
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driving to a specific destination
with your research study, and the
GPS app as a conceptual
framework guides and advises
you along the way as to how to
get there.




A Conceptual Framework Is a
Compass, Not an Anchor




Conceptual Frameworks
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Conceptual Framework Premises

A Theoretical Premisefthe main ideas that serve
as foundations for an inquiry; the literature
review as a primary source for finding the major
schools of thought about a topic)

A Methodological Premise¢why and how she's
going to investigate her topic in a particular way)

A Epistemological Premisefhow the researcher
ﬁercelves and experiences the social world and
ow she constructs personal knowledge about it;
her lenses, filters, and angles that inform the
reader of her positionality or standpoint)




Epistemological Methodological



Framing for
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Given Circumstances:
A A group of friends has heard conflicting gossip

about whether a marriage proposal Is
forthcoming from Howard to Bernadette.

Vocabulary:
A meme / memeticc an element or behavior passed on

from one individual to another through imitation

A algebraic- letters representing numbers combined
according to the rules of arithmetic

A epidemiologyc the distribution of disease and other
health factors
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ATheoretical Premised 4 aSYS (KS2N

that items of gossip are like living things that
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AMethodological Premise ¢ 52 @& 2dz K
ethical qualms regarding humaxperimenta
tion?. .. We need to fabricate a tantalizing
piece of gossip. U

AEpistemological Premiseas 62 SQf f U N
progress through our social group, and interpre
the results through the competing academic

prisms of memetic theory, algebraic gossip, an
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Theoretical Premises

Theoretical premises offer the main
ideas and purpose that serve as
foundations for an inquiry. The literature
review Is a primary source for finding
the major schools of thought about a
topic.



Theoretical Premises (Why)
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Methodological Premises

Methodological premises then
present a description of why and how
she's going to investigate her topic in a
particular way.



Methodological Premises (How)




Epistemological Premises

Epistemological premises refer to
how the researcher perceives and
experiences the social world and how
she constructs personal knowledge
about Iit. Her lenses, filters, and angles
iInform the reader of her positionality
and standpoint.



Epistemological Premises (What)
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Visual Models as
Conceptual Frameworks

YOU WON'T READ MY
TECHNICAL REPORT 350
I SUMMARIZED IT IN

THIS COMPLICATED




Visual Models as
Conceptual Frameworks
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Visual Models as
Frameworks

Conceptual
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