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Overview

Less than 20% of the city of Toledo’s adults have a college degree (or higher) even though
postsecondary education and skills training are essential in the 21* century economy. For
example, students with a college degree or postsecondary certificate, on average, earn 66% more
than students who only complete a high school degree (U.S. Department of Education, n.d.). Yet,
many students from low-income families, such as those attending Jesup W. Scott High School in
Toledo, simply cannot afford the cost of a postsecondary education.

In addition to the financial circumstances that influence low-income youth’s ability to succeed in
postsecondary education, their familial environment is also paramount. Parenting is the primary
engine of healthy or unhealthy youth development yet is rarely addressed or considered in the
postsecondary education narrative. HOPE Toledo Promise seeks to address intergenerational
social and economic mobility by drawing on the strengths of families—youth and parents
together.

HOPE Toledo Promise is a family-centered, two-generation strategy that purposefully and
systematically integrates scholarships and services for youth and parents with the goal of
promoting postsecondary education success for two generations at the same time. HOPE Toledo
Promise offers a cost-free postsecondary education to graduating high school seniors of Scott
High School and one parent or guardian.

This report presents findings from the first implementation study of HOPE Toledo Promise, and
it draws upon quantitative administrative and survey data in addition to qualitative focus group
and interview data. It emphasizes the voices of all those who participated in the program,
including Parent and Youth Scholars and community leaders, as well as some who chose not to
get involved. The report presents a nuanced and complex portrait of the program and the
experiences of its inaugural class of 2020 and explores ways to strengthen HOPE Toledo Promise
in the future.



Executive Summary

What are the demographic characteristics ofthe city of Toledo and
Scott High School?

1 Toledo is a mid-sized city consisting of primarily White (59%) and Black (27%) residents
with a smaller Latinx population (9%). Most residents of Toledo have a high school
degree (86%) but only 18% have a college degree. Over 60% of residents are working but
living in households with a median income of approximately $38,000.

1 During the 2019-2020 school year, Jesup W. Scott High School served 596 students who
primarily identified as Black. Graduating seniors had an average grade point average of
2.30 and SAT score of 795.

What are the characteristics of Youth and Parent Sholars who select into
the program and thosewho do not,
and what are key descriptive differences among them?

1 HOPE Toledo Promise was offered to the 116 graduates of the 2020 Scott High School
class, and almost 55% participated in the program while another 18% expressed interest,
with almost three-fourths of eligible students demonstrating program engagement.

1 The average GPA (2.53) and SAT score (814) of Scott High School graduates who
participated in HOPE Toledo Promise (“Youth Scholars”) were notably higher than the
average GPA (2.05) and SAT score (766) of those who did not participate.

1 Although only 16% of eligible parents participated in HOPE Toledo Promise (“Parent
Scholars”), those who entered stayed in the program. Moreover, some potential Parent
Scholars could not participate because they were either too educated (already received a
BA or above) or not educated enough (needed a GED to enroll in college).

What do we know about Youth Scholars and Parent Scholars
in the program?

1 Most Youth Scholars participated in the program with the goal of receiving a free college
education (76%), seeking the college experience (56%), and linking their college
education to better employment and earnings prospects (52%).

1 Alarge majority of Youth Scholars sought (85%) and enrolled in (65%) four-year schools,
primarily around the Toledo area, while a smaller proportion of Youth Scholars sought
(43%) and enrolled in (29%) two-year schools.

1 In contrast, most parents enrolled in two-year schools (60%) followed by four-year
schools (40%).



Compared to other college students around the country, Youth Scholars, on average,
lacked the learning and study skills needed to be academically successtul, including
effective time management, low anxiety, high concentration, and high motivation.

Most Youth Scholars were employed (67%) and working part-time in low wage jobs, yet
over one-third of scholars placed high importance on a career over simply working
(38%).

Almost all Youth Scholars expressed worries over finances including having enough
money to buy food (84%) and affording medical care (76%).

Over half of Youth Scholars reported high self-efficacy (52%) but at the same time had
much lower rates of emotional support (19%) and optimism (14%). Almost two-thirds of
Youth Scholars reported feeling lonely (62%) with some reporting significant
psychological distress (44%).

What are the main barriers Youth and Parent Scholars faced in
attending college, and in what ways did the
scholarship influence their college going?

The main barrier that Youth and Parent Scholars faced in attending college was the idea
and reality of paying for college. Although many Youth Scholars already planned to go to
college, the scholarship led them to decide to go to college over working.

Other key influences on Youth Scholar’s enrollment in college included: early college
preparation, parents’ college experiences, and self-identification.

What experiences, positive and negativeare currently enrolled
Youth Scholars having in college?

Many Youth Scholars seemed to enter the program with a limited understanding of
college expectations and requirements, needing to adjust their expectations and approach
as they grew in the experience.

The scholars were faced with the unique challenge of attending their first year of college
during a global pandemic and thus did not feel they had the full college experience.
Youth Scholars received numerous supportive services from their universities and
colleges including mentors and advisors who helped them navigate their college
experience, choose courses and majors, and structure their time.

Reverend John Jones offered an effective core foundation for the college scholarship
experience yet was in limited supply.

HOPE Toledo Promise seemed to reinforce the high school and college peer connections
that many students had made and created a sense of family among Youth Scholars (and
some parents).




What experiences, positive and negativeare
Parent Scholarshaving in college?

For many Parent Scholars, the idea of attending college at this stage in their lives felt
challenging and even overwhelming, given many life demands including work and family.
Many parents experienced difficulties in adjusting to online learning and the impact of
attending college during a global pandemic.

At the same time, Parent Scholars, like Youth Scholars, also reported receiving academic
supports from their colleges and universities.

Parent Scholars, in general, felt that they did not have enough time to consider the
scholarship opportunity and better understand how college related to their career goals
and current life circumstances.

Youth and Parent Scholars often seemed to feel that their knowledge and preparation for
college were limited, and both generations shared a sense of frustration and challenge.

For families with both generation in the program,
what interpersonal dynamics were taking place?
In what ways were these dynamics promoting/not promoting the
educational success of either or both generations?

Youth and Parent Scholars who were in the program together seemed to experience
numerous opportunities for mutual learning and support in college which were often in
both directions and appeared to foster healthy competition between generations.

What are the ecommendations as identified by HOPE Toledo
youth, parents, and leaders?

The primary recommendation from stakeholders in HOPE Toledo Promise was to start
the program earlier and offer a range of options.
0 Most community leaders believed it was critical to orient parents toward
postsecondary education while their children were young.
0 Community leaders also seemed to support the notion that parents needed more
time and supports to evaluate how school would help them in their careers.
Additional recommendations for Youth and Parent Scholars included stipends for living
expenses, more time to digest the scholarship opportunity, and increased exploration of
career opportunities.
Other strategic recommendations included improving collaboration with Toledo Public
Schools, further promoting partnerships with postsecondary institutions, increasing
staffing, and fostering a stronger network for these efforts in the community.




Introduction

What is HOPE Toledo Promise?

HOPE Toledo Promise is the only known two-generation college scholarship program of its kind
in the United States. The program is designed to create intergenerational economic opportunity
by providing a cost-free postsecondary education to graduating high school seniors in the most
underserved high schools in Toledo, Ohio and one parent or legal guardian. HOPE Toledo
Promise began with the 2020 graduating class of Jesup W. Scott High School and launched
despite a worldwide pandemic. The program will expand to serve the Scott High School
graduating class of 2021.

The HOPE (Helping Our Population Educate) model is the vision of Pete Kadens, a native of
Greater Toledo and highly successful business entrepreneur. HOPE Toledo Promise is part of
HOPE Toledo’s broader cradle-to-career education initiative that is currently focusing on
universal pre-K and college promise. Initial funding for HOPE Toledo Promise for the class of
2020 comes from the Kadens Family Foundation.

Why Study HOPE Toledo Promise?

HOPE Toledo’s distinctive approach warrants a near-term study of its implementation, especially
under the challenging circumstances of COVID-19 and the array of virtual and in-person
learning approaches across educational institutions.

An early implementation study will both improve the program model as it expands and could
lead to a full evaluation of its effectiveness in promoting the education and career success of
youth (and their parents) from one of the most underserved schools in the country.

This research study has several goals:
1 Describe the program and its participants for use by the HOPE Toledo team in
promoting the program to future families and in fundraising.
1 Better understand the experiences of eligible young adults and parents, including their
successes, challenges, and what has helped them overcome roadblocks.
1 Learn more about the dynamics of multigenerational education within the same family.
1 Explore ways in which HOPE Toledo can be strengthened going forward.



The research involved six core data components that were collected and/or analyzed
February through June 2021:

1. Census data on the city of Toledo from the U.S. Census Bureau

2. Administrative data from Toledo Public Schools on the 2020 graduating class of Scott
High School (N = 116)
Administrative data from HOPE Toledo on Youth and Parent Scholars (N = 72)
Survey of Youth Scholars (n = 25)
Focus groups of Young Scholars (n = 9) and Parent Scholars (n = 10)

A

In-depth interviews with program leaders, staff, and partners (n = 12)

Toledo Public Schools provided administrative data on the 116 graduates of the Scott High
School 2020 class, including grade point average (GPA), SAT score, and Individualized
Education Plan (IEP) status. HOPE Toledo provided administrative data on the 62 youth and 10
parents who participated in the Promise program, including college application, admittance, and
enrollment. A quantitative survey was sent electronically to the 62 Youth Scholars, with 25 Youth
Scholars (40%) successfully completing the survey by June 2021.

At the end of the survey, youth indicated whether they would be interested in participating in a
focus group. Youth also provided their parents’ contact information, which was used to send
parents an invitation to participate in a focus group. This process resulted in nine Youth Scholars
participating in three youth-only focus groups and 10 parents (half whom were Parent Scholars
and half who were not) participating in their choice of a parent-only focus group or one-on-one
interview. We were unable to recruit Youth Scholars who were eligible for HOPE Toledo
Promise but chose not to participate in the program. We believe that parents and youth who
participated in focus groups and interviews were likely more motivated and engaged than the
youth and parents who choose not to participate.

Reverend Jones provided a list of 12 community leaders with direct involvement in HOPE
Toledo Promise. All leaders from the list participated in a Zoom interview lasting 45-120 minutes
and included:

President, HOPE Toledo

Founder, HOPE Toledo

Board Chair, HOPE Toledo

Principal, Scott High School

Superintendent, Toledo Public Schools

Chief Philanthropic Officer, ProMedica

President, Greater Toledo Community Foundation

=

Business Executive, Plastic Technologies

=4 =4 4 4 4 -4 -4

President, ProMedica Social Determinants of Health



1 Vice President for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, University of Toledo
1 Mayor, Toledo, OH
1 Leader and Philanthropist, the Toledo Community

Using these data, we sought to answer the following eight questions:

1.
2.

What are the demographic characteristics of the city of Toledo and Scott High School?
What are the characteristics of scholars who select into the program and those who do
not, and what are key descriptive differences among them?

What experiences, positive and negative, are currently enrolled Youth Scholars, having in
college?

What are the main barriers Youth and Parent Scholars faced in attending college, and in
what ways did the scholarship influence their college going?

What experiences, positive and negative, are currently enrolled Youth Scholars having in
college?

What experiences, positive and negative, are currently enrolled Parent Scholars having
in college?

For families with both generations in the program, what interpersonal dynamics are
taking place? In what ways were these dynamics promoting/not promoting the
educational success of either or both generations?

What are the recommendations as identified by HOPE Toledo youth, parents, and
community leaders?



Background

Two-Generation Education Programs

Two-generation education interventions have a long history, and they include many types of
programming for parents and children alike. At the Northwestern Two-Generation Research
Initiative, we think about two-generation programs in the 21% century in the following ways:

1 A family-centered or two-generation strategy purposefully and systematically integrates
services for parents and children with the goal of promoting the education and skills of
both generations.

1 Two-generation programs combine high quality, intensive educational programming for
parents and children/youth in the same family at the same time.

Two-Generation CollegePromise Programs

1 College promise, or free college, programs vary in their offerings but typically guarantee
tuition coverage to students who meet certain requirements such as residing in a
particular place or attending a specific school.

1 Two-generation college promise programs are part of the larger field of two-generation
education interventions and are designed to create intergenerational economic
opportunity by providing a cost-free postsecondary education to a high school student
and one parent (or legal guardian) at the same time.

1 Current college promise programs typically focus solely on the youth, and promise
programs centered only on the parent generation are rare. Notably, few college promise
programs take a family focus.

1 Figure 1 demonstrates the characteristics of two-generation college promise programs for
youth and parents in the same family.

0 On one end of the continuum, youth-focused approaches typically center on college
scholarships and supportive services for youth only or parents only (although these
types of programs are rare).

0 There is some involvement of the other generation as youth- and parent- programs
move toward the center of the continuum (e.g., FAFSA completion workshops for
youth with parental involvement, parents increase their social capital translating to
benefits for youth).

0 However, true two-generation education programs all recognize the
interconnectedness of youth and parents and integrate services and supports for the
whole family.



0 In this instance, HOPE Toledo Promise employs a family-centered lens in its
approach to a two-generation college promise program, with high-quality
programming for both generations.

Figure 1
The Two-Generation College-Promise Continuum

o

|

.

YOUTH-FOCUSED YOUTH-FOCUSEDWITH PARENT-FOCUSEDWITH  PARENT-FOCUSED
College scholarships and FAMILY ELEMENTS FAMILY ELEMENTS College scholarships and
supportive services for Parent engagement, college oy Educational, cultural, and supportive services for
youth only application and FAFSA social capital parents only
completion, college campus TWO-GENERATION
tours, etc. COLLEGE PROMISE
PROGRAM

Family-Centered Approach:
High-quality, intensive,
educational programming
for both generations

Figure 1 adapted from Ascend at the Aspen Institute (https://ascend.aspeninstitute.org/resources/making-
tomorrow-better-together).

Why do college and postsecondary education matter so much?

1 Education is a central lever for advancement in the 21* century.

1 Postsecondary education and skills training are essential in the 21* century economy.

1 Students who attain a college degree are more likely to end up in the top 20% of the
income distribution compared to students who only complete a high school degree,
regardless of parent income.

1 Students with a college degree or postsecondary certificate, on average, make 66% more

than students who only complete a high school degree.
(Isaacs, Sawhill, & Haskins, 2008; U.S. Department of Education, n.d.)

What have we learned from the evidence on singlegeneration college
scholarship programs including promise programs?

1 Fully-funded college scholarship programs are rare: Single-generation programs typically
do not cover full tuition, room and board, and school-related costs.

1 Few college scholarship programs have been studied rigorously: A 2020 meta-analysis
identified only six college scholarship programs with experimental and quasi-
experimental research designs.

1 Impacts tend to be modest: Average impact across six programs: 10 percentage point

increase in college enrollment among participants.
(Castillo, Collins, & Maynard, 2020)
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Why would a family-centered approach be more successful than a program
designed just for youth?

1 Youth cannot be the only agents of change in their environment.
1 For youth to change behavior, the context around them needs to change.

1 The family is an environmental context that has a significant influence on youths’ success.
(Bronfenbrenner & Morris, 2006; Davis-Kean et al., 2021; Sabol et al., 2021).

Parents and guardianse * s b qeb dob”~gbpqg fkcirbk b |
trajectories over their lifetimes.

1 Parenting is the primary engine of healthy or unhealthy youth development.

1 Parents’ educational attainment is linked to children’s and adolescents’ skill development
and academic achievement, due to parents’ beliefs and behaviors.

1 Parents’ education is also associated with their children’s economic mobility through
parents’ careers, economic standing, and psychological wellbeing.

1 Parents who have experienced educational and economic success may serve as

educational role models and help youth develop strong academic and career identities.
(Akee et al., 2010; Bronfenbrenner & Morris, 2006; Chase-Lansdale & Brooks-Gunn, 2014; Davis-Kean, 2005; Davis-
Kean et al., 2021; Dubow et al., 2009; Duncan et al., 2014; Gennetian et al., 2008; Gardner et al., 2017; Felfe & Hsin,
2012; Heinrich, 2014; Liu, 2018; Magnuson et al., 2002, 2007, 2009; Sastry & Pebley, 2012).

Youth face many family-centered opportunities and challenges to their
educational advancement

1 Low-income parents want to give their children more resources than they had, and they
believe that a college education will improve their children’s economic circumstances.
1 Most parents seek to be good educational role models.

=

Many parents do not directly connect their own educational success with their children’s.

1 Asyouth succeed in school, they may also inspire parents to meet their own educational
goals.

1 Many parents are not equipped to guide their college-going children on the best ways to
succeed if they did not acquire higher education themselves. In turn, youth may be unable
to rely on their parents for substantive support and counsel when in college.

1 Youth may not experience a college-going culture at home or school, resulting in less
motivation and preparedness for college.

1 Youth from low-income families may feel more pressure to prioritize immediate

employment and family care needs over education and/or provide financial support to

their families.
(Sommer et al., 2012).
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HOPE Toledo Promise
Core Programmatic Elementsof HOPE Toledo Promise

High School Senior Scholarships: Every graduating senior at Scott High School is
eligible for a fully funded scholarship to attend a postsecondary education program
of their choice in Ohio, including career certification and AA and BA degree
programs. The program covers tuition, room & board, books, and fees for up to 4.5
years after financial aid (excluding loans) is applied. Young Scholars also receive
individual and group coaching.

Parent or Guardian Scholarships: For Young Scholars who are accepted into the
program and who enroll in a postsecondary education program, one parent or legal
guardian is also eligible to enroll in a postsecondary education program of their

choice with the same financial benefits and supportive services.

HOPE Toledo Promise was recently offered to its first cohort of students: the 2020
graduating class of Scott High School in Toledo, Ohio and one of their parents or legal
guardians. At this time, parents/guardians may only participate in the program if their child
participates. Young adults (“Young Scholars”) and parents/guardians (“Parent Scholars”) in this
cohort had the opportunity to enroll in a college, university, or technical school in the fall of 2020
and beyond. HOPE Toledo’s innovative program has the potential to reframe how program and
policy makers view college access and opportunities for a high-quality education.

Key Innovations of HOPE Toledo Promise

1 Addresses the critical financial barrier to college enrollment and covers all college-related
costs to complete a degree or career certification program.

1 Takes a family-centered approach to economic mobility by financially supporting the
education and career advancement of a disadvantaged youth and one parent (or
guardian) at the same time.

1 Puts youth and their families at the center of choosing an educational path forward and
offers coaching to help HOPE Toledo Scholars make fully informed education and career
choices that suit their skills, interests, and life circumstances.
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Findings

What are the demographic characteristics ofthe city of Toledo and
Scott High School?

The City of Toledo

Toledo is a mid-sized city of primarily White and Black residents
with high school educations who are working but receiving low incomes.

The city of Toledo, where Jesup W. Scott High School is located, has a population of
approximately 273,000 people living in 118,000 households. The city’s residents are
predominately White (59%) with a quarter of residents identifying as Black (27%) and less
identifying as Latinx (9%). A large majority of residents aged 25 years or older have at least a high
school degree (86%) but only 18% have attained a Bachelor’s degree or higher. About a quarter of
residents are living in poverty (26%) with the median household income of the city at
approximately $38,000. Almost two-thirds of those aged 16 or older are in the labor force (62%).

Table 1
Statistics for the City of Toledo from the U.S. Census Bureau
Demographic Characteristics

Population 272,779
Households 118,365
Race/ethnicity
White 58.7%
Black or African American 27.4%
Hispanic or Latinx 8.6%
Asian 1.3%
American Indian/Alaska Native 0.3%
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.0%
Two or More Races 5.4%
Education®
High school degree or higher 86.1%
?N" " ebilo$p abdobl 18.3%
Income and Poverty
Median household income $37,752
Persons per household 2.3
In poverty 25.5%
In Labor Force 61.7%

Note. City of Toledo statigtics from the U.S. Census, 2019 estimates
(www.census.gov/quickfacts/toledocityohio).
- Percent of persons age 25 years+; Percent of persons age 16 years+
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Scott High School is located in the Old West End neighborhood of Toledo (see school building
icon in Figure 2). The boundaries for Scott cross multiple zip codes including 43620, 43610,
43612, 43608, 43611, 43604, 43609, 43607, and 43606 as depicted by the check marks in Figure 2.
Toledo Public Schools offers intra-district open enrollment.

Figure 2
City of Toledo Borders Outlined in Red and Zip Code Boundaries for Scott High School

-

|
4 ﬁ%ﬁ Location of Scott High School -

{ Scott High School Boundaries
\
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JesupW. Scott High School

Scott High School serves around 600 students who primarily identify as Black.
Graduating seniors had an average GPA of 2.30 and SAT score of 795.

Jesup W. Scott High School is one of 11 high schools in the Toledo Public Schools District. This
mid-sized school is allocated Title I funding and implements a school-wide Title I program,
suggesting that most, if not all, students come from low-income families'. During the 2019-20
school year, Scott High School enrolled 596 total students and employed 86 teachers resulting in
a student-teacher ratio of 6.93. Students at the school identified predominately as Black (89%),
followed by White (4%), multiracial (4%), Hispanic (2%), American Indian/Alaska Native (>1%),
and Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander (>1%). The average grade point average of the 2020
graduating class was 2.30 (out of 4.31%) and the average SAT score was 795 (out of 1600).

All 2.30

of 596
students,

89%

identified as TeeT

= 795 SAT

! Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) provides supplemental federal funding to
state and local education agencies to help schools with high concentrations of students from low-income homes
acquire additional education resources. A school-wide program uses its Title allocation to upgrade the entire
educational program of the school in order to raise academic achievement for all students at the school.

2 4.31 represents the highest grade point average earned in the 2020 graduating class of Scott High School.




15

What are the characteristics of Youth and Parent Sholars who
select into the program and those who do not, and what are key
descriptive differences among them?

Scott High School Graduates and HOPE Toledo Promise Participation

Of the 116 Scott High School 2020 graduates, 54% participated in
HOPE Toledo Promise and were noticeably distinct from non-participants.

Of the 116 graduates of the Scott High School class of 2020, almost 55% participated to some
degree in HOPE Toledo Promise. This includes students who are currently participating and
actively enrolled in a college, university, or school (38%) and those who started the program but
dropped out or decided to stop for a short time with plans to return to school (16%). Some
students initially expressed interest in HOPE Toledo Promise but did not commit to the program
(18%). Approximately 28% of eligible students did not participate at all.

Table 2
Participation in HOPE Toledo Promise Among Scott High School Graduates

Currently Participating 44 38% > | Bsbo M~roqf
Dropped/Stopped Out 18 16% n==62, 54%
Expressed Interest 21 18% > l Kbsbo M7*oq
Never Participated 33 28% n=>54, 46%
TOTAL 116 100%

Noteworthy differences exist among students in the Scott High School 2020 graduating class,
reflecting their participation in HOPE Toledo Promise. On average, students who ever
participated in HOPE Toledo Promise (i.e., currently participating or dropped/stopped out) had
a grade point average (GPA) approximately 0.50 points higher than students who never
participated (i.e., expressed interest but did not commit or never participated). Further, those
who had ever participated in the program scored, on average, 48 points higher on the SAT
standardized assessment. Lastly, the likelihood of having an Individualized Education Plan (IEP)
for those who never participated in the program is more than double that of those who ever
participated.

Table 3
Educational Status of Scott HS Graduates in HOPE Toledo Promise

Ever Patrticipated 2.53 814 19%
Never Participated 2.05 766 41%
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Of the 62 eligible parents, 16% participated in HOPE Toledo Promise.

Parent eligibility for HOPE Toledo Promise was contingent on their young adult child’s
participation in the program (i.e., those currently participating or dropped/stopped out). Thus,
54 parents of the class of 2020 graduates were never eligible for the program. Of the 62 eligible
parents with Youth Scholars who ever participated in HOPE Toledo Promise, a relatively small
number (16%) actually participated, although additional program requirements were likely a
limiting factor (i.e., parents who had yet to attain a GED or had already received a Bachelor’s
degree could not participate). Thus far, no Parent Scholars dropped or stopped out of the
program once enrolled. Approximately 21% of eligible parents expressed interest but did not
commit to HOPE Toledo Promise.

Table 4
Participation in HOPE Toledo Promise Among Eligible Parents of Scott HS Graduates
Group Size Proportion
Currently Participating 10 16%
Dropped/Stopped Out 0 0%
Expressed Interest 13 21%
Never Participated 39 63%

TOTAL 62 100%
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What do we know about Youth Scholars and Parent Scholars inhte
program?

HOPE Toledo Promise Participation

Reasons for participating in HOPE Toledo Promise:
(1) Free college education,
(2) Wanting the college experience, and
(3) Opportunity for a higher paying job in the future.

Approximately three-quarters of Youth Scholars ranked the opportunity for a free college
education or career certification among their top three reasons for participating in the program
(76%). More than half of Youth Scholars identified with wanting the college experience (56%)
and an opportunity for a higher paying job in the future (52%) as top reasons for participating.
Slightly more than 40% of Youth Scholars ranked encouragement and support from family and
friends as a chief motive for participation. Less than one-fifth of Youth Scholars ranked the
opportunity to go to college near home (16%), the opportunity to go to college away from home
(16%), and the fact they enjoy learning (16%) among their top three reasons.

Top 3 Reasons for Participating in HOPE Toledo

Free Want College Higher Supportfrom  College Near College Away Like
College Experience Paying Job  Family/Friends Home from Home Learning
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College Applications, Admittances, and Enroliment

Most Youth Scholars sought and enrolled in a four-year school.

Of the 62 Youth Scholars who participated in HOPE Toledo Promise, a large majority applied to
at least one four-year school (85%). Less than half of Youth Scholars applied to at least one two-
year school (43%) and a very small number applied to at least one technical school (5%). Of the
Youth Scholars who applied a four-year school, only about half were admitted (53%). Although
most Youth Scholars did not apply to a two-year school, those who did saw very high rates of
admittance (93%). This pattern was similar for technical schools (67%).

In the end, 65% of Youth Scholars chose to enroll in a four-year school. About 30% enrolled in a
two-year school. Technical schools saw the lowest rate of enrollment (6%).

CollegeApplication and Admittance College Enrollment
Applied Admitted
o
. 65% 4-year schools
93%

A-year 85%

. 29% 2-year schools
B 6%

67%

53%

2-year 43%

5%
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The majority of Parent Scholars enrolled in two-year schools.

Parents could only participate in HOPE Toledo

College Enrollment
Promise if their young adult child also
participated. Of the 62 eligible parents,

10 parents participated in the program and

. 40% 4-year schools

enrolled in colleges, universities, and schools.
Most parents (60%) attended a

two-year school while less than

half attended a four-year school (40%).

. 60% 2-year schools

Most Youth and Parent Scholars enrolled in schools near Toledo.

Youth Scholars enrolled in 11 different colleges, universities, and schools around the state of
Ohio (with one Youth Scholar attending school in Michigan; see Figure 3). The school with the
highest number of Youth Scholars was the University of Toledo (29%, n = 18), followed by
Owens Community College (18%, n = 11), Lourdes University (13%, n = 8) and Central State
University (13%, n = 8). Five students or less enrolled in Hocking College, Bowling Green State
University, Paul Mitchell The School, Terra State Community College, Ohio State University,
Wright State University, and the Toledo Academy of Beauty.

Half of the Parent Scholars enrolled Figure 3

in Owens Community College (50%, n=5),  Colleges, Universities, and Schools Attended by
and the remaining parents enrolled in Youth and Parent Scholars

the University of Toledo (n = 3), Toledo/Sylvania

3 U of Toledo 18 Paul Mitchell The
esU 8 Toledo Academy.df Beauty 1

Perrysburg 9
OwensCC 11

Fremont

Terra StateCC 2

Bowling Green State University (n = 1), and
Stautzenberger College (n = 1).

Bowling Green
Bowling Green StateU 3

Columbus
Ohio StateU 1

Dayton
Wright State U 1 .
_ Nelsonville
Wilberforce Hocking College 5
Central StateU 8

Ohio
Number of Youth Scholars enrolled

at each school at program start
*Eastern Michigan (Ypsilanti, MI) not pictured
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Positive Learning and Study Skills

Most Youth Scholars need to improve their learning and study skills in college,
especially academic motivation.

Learning and study skills were scored based on percentiles, or comparisons to a normed group of
diverse college students across different institution types and various geographic settings. The
75" percentile serves as a benchmark to identify strengths and weaknesses of students’ skills in
relation to academic performance. Students who score below the 75" percentile on any domain
should improve their relevant knowledge and skills to increase their chances of succeeding in a
postsecondary setting, with particular attention paid to domains with scores below the 50"
percentile.

The average Youth Scholar percentile score on time management principles and practices for
academic tasks (69%) came very close to meeting the 75" national percentile benchmark, and
half of scholars scored higher than the 75" percentile in that domain. Slightly lower was the
average Youth Scholar percentile score on the degree of anxiety and worry about school and
academic performance (62%) and the ability to concentrate attention on academic tasks (53%).
The average Youth Scholar percentile score on motivation and diligence to successfully complete
academic requirements was extremely low (16%), and no scholars scored higher than the 75
percentile in that domain.

Positive Learning and Study Skills

Benchmark: 7 5th percentile

Effective Low High High
Time Management Anxiety Concentration Motivation



Employment and Career Identity
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Most Youth Scholars were working part-time at entry-level service jobs.

Two-thirds of Youth Scholars were employed.
Youth Scholars worked, on average,

24 hours per week with some students working
as little as 6 hours and others working as much
as 40 hours. Of the Youth Scholars working,
almost 40% of them started their job within
the first four months of school

(i.e., September 2020 through December 2020).
Youth Scholars worked at a range of places
including fast food restaurants

(e.g., Burger King, Krispy Kreme),
supermarkets (e.g., Walmart, Meijer), and
healthcare and assisted living facilities.

Two-thirds of students

were working

One-third of Youth Scholars reported a high sense of connection to their career.

Almost 40% of Youth Scholars reported high
career identity. Career identity reflects the
importance of and commitment to career.

One-third of students
reported high career identity
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Financial Worries

Youth Scholars had significant worries about finances,
with the highest concerns on money for food and access to medical care.

Almost all Youth Scholars reported being highly worried about having enough money for food
(84%) and getting medical care if they or a family member became sick (76%). Approximately
65% of Youth Scholars were worried about getting or keeping a job, paying bills, and affording
adequate housing.

Students Were Worried About...

Money for food 84%
Access to medical care 76%

Getting or keeping a job 64%

Paying bills 64%

Affordable housing 64%



Psychological Wellbeing
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Half of Youth Scholars indicated high self-efficacy, but
fewer reported high rates of emotional support and optimism.

Approximately half of students reported high rates of self-efticacy or feeling that they can reach

their goals (52%). Less than one-fifth of Youth Scholars reported high rates of receiving

emotional support from their support system (19%) and feeling optimistic and positive about the

future (14%)

Rates of High Positive Psychological Wellbeing

self-efficacy [N 52%

Emotional support [N 19%

optimism [N 14%

Most Youth Scholars reported high loneliness,
while less than half reported high psychological distress.

Many students reported feeling extremely lonely and disconnected from others (62%) but less
than half reported high psychological distress stemming from depression or anxiety (44%).

Rates of High Negative Psychological Wellbeing

Loneliness 62%

Psychological distress 44%
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Relationship Quality

Most Youth Scholars selected their mother as the most influential person in their life
and reported near-positive relationship quality.

Over three-quarters of Youth Scholars identified their

mother as being the most influential parent or guardian
in their lives (76%). Other Youth Scholars reported that
they were most influenced by their father, grandmother, 7 6 %

aunt, older sibling, or cousin. identified
their mother
as most
influential

On a scale of 1 (very negative) to 5 (very positive), Youth Scholars, on average, rated their
relationship quality with their influential parent or guardian as 3.84 or very close to positive.

Relationship Quality with Parent/Guardian

equilibrium

very negative very positive
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The following section summarizes the voices and perspectives of
youth, parents, and community leaders who were involved in
HOPE Toledo Promise during the 2020-2021 academic year.
While they do not represent all points of view, especially among
youth and parents, we believe that they represent the range of
experiences of many of the program participants with a likely greater

emphasis on the perspectives of more motivated and involved families.

What are the main barriers Youth and Parent Scholars faced in
attending college, and in what ways did the scholarship influence
their college going?

Paying for College: Primary Concern

Paying for college seemed to be the most significant barrier for Youth and Parent Scholars alike:

, 'F grpg gefkh ~ 1l rg geb tbfdeqg qge
Now that all that is paid for, it lessens the burden of having to pay for
I “liibdb’
i Youth Scholar

, i F g befokgdnizagion has the right name, HOPE, because you can see,
elmb t~p fkpgrkqgiv fkpgfiiba XfT2Z >ka fKk
mr~"obkqgp XY1Z Hfap afak¥qg hklt elt
Xz ?rq ql hklt qe”qg dadfaabngwithane ~qfl k t
mr~"obkqg | o dr~oaf”~k+ Qe~q fp ifhb ~ j~rgl
=Community Leader
Many Youth Scholars had already planned to go to college:
, ' F t~"p ~iob~rav dlfkd ql "1l iibdb#+

“"l'iibdbp _bclob fg e”mmbkba XfZ Pl) F m
[ 1 Youth Scholar
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For some Youth and Parent Scholars, the scholarship led them to decide to go to college over just

working:
, ' F$a mol _~ _iv tloh) i fhbldcflopeT mg
I 1 Youth Scholar

Free college seemed to be the highest priority among Youth Scholars, even if it may have meant

deferring or denying their dream school:

, 'Fq afa " e"kdb jv | ofdfk?"i mi "kp
F$a or"qgebo kl gk Hd1I fgl kv abb@jagp el l i+’
-4 Youth Scholar

Yet for at least one Parent Scholar, the scholarship meant attending the school of their dreams:

y 4 'F e~a ~ aob”j I c dlfkd _~"h XfYidg
gl p el | i crii qfjb XYzZ Pl) F hfka | c d
afp mml fkgba tfqge jvpbic XYZ ?2rq qge”™q |
[University of Toledo], which | have a son who just graduated from there,
Ap ifhb ]1TlIt) F p”™kb tp*gi~“hd b* "~opl pepf jgbe “tge f °
| t f kd+~
i Parent Scholar
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Other Key Influences on Youth Scholars’ Enrollment in College

Early college preparation, parents’ college experiences, and self-identification seemed to
influence Youth Scholars’ decision to attend college. For some students, programs like
Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) exposed them to the opportunity of college
and helped prepare them for the experience:

qg P Il qgqg) F t~p fk qgefp " i*pp ~~
5S SO everything that happens in college right now, | expected it to
mmb k +°

V4

Youth Scholars also seemed to be influenced by the postsecondary education experiences of

1 Youth Scholar

family members, including, for example, a mother and a sister:

I Peb$p _bbk gl “efandhbrdribndsihg tgllidgmenp |

about the college life saying, Just follow your dreams, this is your time,

al k$qg jbpp fqg rm XY1Z Peb t~*p qgbiif

bumbof bk b ~ka jbbg mblmib) vIr hk
i Youth Scholar

kd j
|t

b
) b

v pfpgbdop ~o”*wv _b > ~rpb peb dlq

oh XYz PIl) fqgqg ob”iiv afa mrpe jb gl ~

ggbo pqrcc tfge jv 1 fcb ~ka tfqge geb
T Youth Scholar

At least one student saw themselves as no different from their peers, believing that their friends
could also attend college like they did, despite the struggles they all faced:

'!'Cl o geb | kbp tel afak$qg mr~og”~hb f
X+++Z Qebv ~ob | cofbkap XYT1Z Te”q F al
VIir ir hv+ F$j hb) el t ~j F ir > hv) tb
c
Y

J
[
J
b | mml oqr
?

Qebv grpg mrpe Fdjccqge'pq)F$jr g eq ek
geb p7j fqv+ Pl ) /AH ka$igk $gb tg* kigh
gl eb”o fqg XTZ "rpb F$j] pgorddifkd g

T Youth Scholar
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What experiences, positive and negativeare currently enrolled
Youh Scholars having in college?

Transition to College

Many Youth Scholars seemed to enter the program with a limited understanding of college
expectations and requirements, needing to adjust their expectations and approach as they grew

in the experience.

, '!'Le) Jjv bumbofbk b+ F qgelrdeq flqg
realized it was different. So, I've changed some things. Well, | learned
some things from last semester and applied it to this semester, so now
F¥j) alfkd _bggbo+’

I Youth Scholar

Current College Experience and COVID-19

HOPE Toledo Scholars were faced with the unique challenge of attending their first year of
college during a global pandemic and did not have the full college experience. Adjusting to the
online experience of learning was a challenge for many, although some thought grading was

, ' Tbii “liibdb) vIir hklt) 7~qg qeulgotj
geb i ~“ppbp) vlIir dl g bsbovqgefkd bipb _r
experience. So for me, | was pretty much in my dorm all day, kids will try
to go out and do something but it was kind of dull. The seniors and
grkflop tbobk$g gebbd$p ~ka~vhr il kkljtilqgfs
el kbpqiv+ Pl) ofdeqg klt) jv bumbofbk b
i Youth Scholar

N
































































































