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The above image shows 3-D reconstructions of cardiac intercellular gap-junction channels
and needle complexes that were isolated from Salmonella bacteria. The molecular
reconstructions are arranged on a background containing raw image data of the needle
complex as well as processed crystallographic data from the gap junction sample.

The biological sciences involve many hypotheticals, equations,
and deductions. But having the ability to actually view biological
specimens with their own eyes allows researchers to make
connections and better understand the complex science of life.
Northwestern’s Cryo-Electron Microscopy (Cryo-EM) Facility
gives researchers a unique glimpse into molecular structures.
In this facility, researchers can peer inside of a molecule to see
what makes it work.
Such an up-close look is made possible by the JEOL 3200FS fieldemission electron microscope, which is the heart and soul of the core
facility. The facility also has a smaller electron microscope, the JEOL
1400, used to prescreen samples.
“The CryoEM allows us to image biological samples at scales from
entire cells and organelles to single molecules, sometimes at atomic
resolution,” says facility director Vinzenz Unger, molecular biosciences.
“Exploiting this versatility and factoring in very exciting recent
technological advances, CryoEM is poised to become a key technology
for the advancement of life sciences in the ‘post-omics’ era.”
Unger uses the facility for his research to understand how cellular
processes function at the molecular level. In particular, he is focused
on problems ranging from the transport of simple ions such as copper,
to understanding how cells change the shape of their membranes, to
the molecular basis of synaptic scaffolding. In many cases, using the
high-powered microscope led to “a-ha!” moments in his own work.
“By using cutting-edge technology,” he says, “we can see what nobody
else has yet seen. We can go where no one has gone before.”
continued…
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Unlike Northwestern’s Biological Imaging Facility—which
has tools to image an array of samples, such as fixed cells or
polymers at lower resolutions—the CryoEM Facility is dedicated
to high-resolution imaging of biological and other soft materials.
Its microscopes are so sensitive that commonly used chemicals
used for preserving samples to do lower resolution work would
contaminate the instruments to the point where high-resolution
work would no longer be possible. Even the facility’s space in the
basement of Silverman Hall was renovated with the instruments’
sensitivity in mind: the room is soundproof with a stabilized
temperature and humidity control. Workers installed a 7,000-pound
granite slab that supports the large microscope, isolating it from
the vibrations in the building.
The “cryo” part of cryo-electron microscopy refers to the
necessity of rapidly freezing specimens before viewing them
under the microscope. By first freezing the samples, biological
activity is ceased but structure is preserved, allowing the
specimen to become stabilized in a lifelike state. To prepare
samples, the facility provides a Cryoplunge instrument, which
flash freezes samples in aqueous solutions. From there, no
further processing is needed. The sample can be observed
without having been stained or fixed in any way, showing it
in its native environment.
Despite rapid technological advances since its purchase
four years ago, the JEOL 3200FS remains a state-of-the-art
instrument. Notably, before the CryoEM Facility opened in
September, there were no other similar microscopes in Illinois.
The current setup provides a much-needed resource that Unger
hopes will be used by other institutions in the area, including
the University of Illinois-Chicago and University of Chicago.
“We are the only CryoEM facility for Chicago and the greater
Chicago area,” Unger says. “No doubt, having this instrument
and keeping abreast with more recent technological improvements
to the instrumentation increase Northwestern’s standing in the
local community and will allow researchers to make unprecedented
advances in the life sciences.”
In order to prepare users to handle the equipment, facility
manager Jonathan Remis trains interested parties. “Training
is free,” he says. “But we only train people with a serious
commitment to continue using the facility.” To ensure this
commitment, trainees are required to pay for and reserve
15 hours of time on the microscope after training. Remis
also provides support ranging from specimen development,
preparation, imaging, and structure determination.
“Northwestern has a training mission,” Unger adds. “We want
to empower researchers through training in the facility, so they
can take this expertise back to their labs.”

For more information about the CryoEM Facility,
visit www.facilities.research.northwestern.edu/browsefacilities/cryoem-facility.

Page 2

Jona Testifies at
Congressional Hearing
Kemi Jona, education and social policy, testified before a

Congressional committee in Washington, D.C., on January 8
to share his expertise on industry partnerships for STEM
(science, technology, engineering and mathematics). The
hearing for the Committee on Science, Space and Technology’s
subcommittee on research and technology focused on “Private
Sector Initiatives That Engage Students in STEM.”
Jona directs the Office of STEM Education Partnerships (OSEP)
at Northwestern, which develops liaisons with schools and
industry partners for innovative initiatives in STEM education.
“My key message to the committee is that what has been missing
from the recent discussions about the proper role of federal
STEM policy and funding is a recognition of the importance
of creating robust dissemination mechanisms that support
the scalability and sustainability of those high-quality STEM
education programs developed with federal or private sector
support,” said Jona.

Read the full article on the SESP website.
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Helix Magazine Launches
Science in Society has been publishing original articles,
Q&As, and blog posts by Northwestern faculty, students,
staff, and alumni since 2008. Now that material has a new
online home—HELIX Magazine.
Over the past six years, Science in Society’s magazine has grown
by tenfold, reaching more than 175,000 unique visitors per year
worldwide. In order to support this growing readership, the
magazine and Science in Society’s office now occupy two
separate websites.
Launched on January 8, HELIX showcases the same in-depth
articles and blogs that Science in Society has been creating over
the years. The “features” section showcases articles written by
graduate students about their research. In “Sci Q&A” you’ll find
interviews with Northwestern researchers and scientists in the
community. “In the News” brings the latest scientific research.
And the SiS blog features science-related opinions, musings,
and anecdotes from Northwestern labs.
The previous Science in Society website now leads to the office’s
redesigned homepage. It is a place for readers to catch up on the
latest SiS events and news about each of its 10 initiatives.
The HELIX wordmark and
redesigned Science in Society
wordmark mirror one another.
The new design reflects the
interconnectedness of science and society, and the strength that
comes from Science in Society’s commitment to creating lasting
partnerships with schools and other community groups.

Visit HELIX Magazine at helix.northwestern.edu.

Dixon Grant Awardees
Northwestern Memorial Hospital and the NUCATS Institute
have announced the 2014 Dixon Translational Research Grant
awardees. The grants are awarded to Northwestern investigators
for highly innovative, multi-disciplinary clinical and translational
research collaborations that accelerate the identification and
implementation of new treatments to improve human health.
Recipients of the Young Investigator Awards are: William Funk,
preventive medicine; Sarika Jain, medicine: hematology/
oncology; Matthew Maas, neurology; Raja Mutharasan, medicine:
cardiology; and Amisha Wallia, medicine: endocrinology.
Recipients of the Innovation Awards are: Timothy Carroll,
radiology and biomedical engineering; Brian Layden, medicine:
endocrinology; Kristin Swanson, neurological surgery; Jason
Wertheim, surgery.

Click here for more information about the recipients and
their projects.
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New Interim Director
of Lurie Center
The Feinberg School of
Medicine has named Leonidas
Platanias, MD, PhD, professor
of Medicine-Hematology/
Oncology, interim director of
the Robert H. Lurie
Comprehensive Cancer Center
of Northwestern University,
effective immediately.
Previously the deputy director of the Lurie Cancer Center,
Platanias arrived at Feinberg School in 2002 as the Jesse, Sara,
Andrew, Abigail, Benjamin and Elizabeth Lurie Professor of
Oncology. Prior to joining the medical school, he was the chief
of the Division of Hematology/Oncology at the University of
Illinois at Chicago. In addition to his duties as interim director,
he will continue his molecular biology and biochemistry
research focused on signaling pathways in cancer cells.
“I am honored to become interim director of one of the leading
cancer centers both nationally and internationally,” Platanias
says. “We have experienced remarkable achievements under
the outgoing leadership of Steve Rosen and are now well
positioned for the next phase of growth.”

Click here to read more about Leonidas Platanias.

NMH Names President
Northwestern Memorial
HealthCare (NMHC) announced
this month that it has named
Richard J. Gannotta as president of
Northwestern Memorial Hospital
and senior vice president of
NMHC, effective February 10.
Gannotta currently is president
of Duke Raleigh Hospital, one of
three hospitals comprising the
Duke University Health System.
“Rick is an accomplished
healthcare executive who understands academic health systems
like ours,” said Dean M. Harrison, NMHC President and CEO.
“He has a track record for working collaboratively and achieving
results. We expect Rick to play an important role in the
leadership of Northwestern Medicine®.”
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Wolverton Wins Walder Award
Christopher M. Wolverton, materials science and engineering, has

been named the 12th recipient of the Martin E. and Gertrude
G. Walder Award for Research Excellence.

This award, established by Joseph A. Walder in 2002 and given
annually by the provost, recognizes excellence in research
at Northwestern.
Trained as a physicist, Wolverton is an expert in computational
materials science related to energy applications. He directs
a large research group that studies the application of first
principles quantum mechanical calculations to solid-state
materials. Wolverton’s goal is to predict and optimize the
properties of materials and help solve the problems of energy
storage and conversion.
Specific applications of his research include thermoelectric
energy conversion and solar thermochemical energy sources,
battery and hydrogen energy storage, nuclear power and the
development of lighter, more efficient structural materials.

Wolverton’s research has been published
in leading journals. In 2012 alone, he
had 24 publications. Wolverton holds
eight patents.
“Chris has been very successful in
all aspects of research, teaching and
service since joining the highly ranked
materials science and engineering
department in 2007,” says Julio M.
Ottino, dean of the McCormick School.
For the past three years, Wolverton has served as his department’s
graduate admissions chair. “The department and McCormick are
fortunate to have his analytical skill set to predict behavior and
properties of prospective graduate students as well as materials
systems,” Ottino says. “As a teacher and mentor, he is dedicated
to developing well-rounded scientists who can communicate
their research.”

Honors for Outstanding
Undergrad Researchers

“Whether the end results are great or not great, it doesn’t make
any difference,” Civetta says. “What is consistent is that all three
students learned the process and learned how to think in a new
way, problem solve and adapt.”

At a luncheon at the James L. Allen Center in December, the
Office of Undergraduate Research honored the winners of the
second annual Fletcher Undergraduate Research Grant Awards.

The undergraduate honorees are Natalie Bergner, a senior
majoring in Jewish studies; Lillian Chen, a senior studying
biological sciences; and Michael Gandlmayr, a senior studying
violin performance and musicology.

The students’ wide-ranging independent research looked at
the life and compositions of a famous French violinist, how
the brain turns newly learned tasks into consolidated memorie,
and various interpretations of a challenging line from a Jewish
Orthodox morning blessing.
“It’s a great opportunity to see what it’s possible for
undergraduates to do and to see how faculty can assist,” says
Peter Civetta, director of the Office of Undergraduate Research.
“We’re seeing students achieve things that they wouldn’t be able
to achieve just through the traditional curriculum.”

Elizabeth Larsen was also honored for receiving this year’s

Circumnavigator Travel-Study Grant. The winner of this award
receives $9,000 to spend the summer traveling to at least five
different countries. A Weinberg junior, Larsen will travel to
Guatemala, Peru, Cambodia, Bangladesh, Nepal, Uganda,
Rwanda, and Cameroon, working on her project about tackling
childhood nutrition.

Funded by the Fletcher Family Foundation, the $250 Fletcher
Undergraduate Research Grant Awards were presented to three
undergraduates and two alumni for research they did this past
summer with support from Northwestern Undergraduate
Research Grants (URG). Their faculty advisers also received
$250 awards in recognition of their work with the students
and joined them at the celebratory luncheon.
Left to Right: Karl Rosengren, John Disterhoft, Lilian Chen, Natalie Bergner,
Mira Balberg, and Dan Linzer.
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In Memory: Walter Johnson
The Center of Comparative Medicine
(CCM) is saddened by the loss of
Walter Johnson, CCM Group Leader.
Johnson was recruited from George
Washington University and the
National Institutes of Health in late
2003 as a part of a new team to assist
with enhancing CCM operations. He
had an enormous impact on animal care.
Not only was Johnson effective and efficient in his job, he was
an extremely caring individual. During Chicago’s 2011 blizzard,
Johnson spent the night on campus to ensure the animals and
research would be adequately maintained. He even braved the
blustery weather at 3 a.m. to check on a frog colony in the
Ward Building.

Richardson Receives
OR STAR Award
Karen Richardson received the Office for Research’s fall 2013

OR STAR (Staff Team Award Recognition” Leadership Award.
Richardson is a grants assistant in the Chicago Office for
Sponsored Research. She received the award at the November
18 OR STAR celebration at 1800 Sherman in Evanston.
Other nominees were Jessica Crujeiras, Sandra Eng, Kevin

Andre Johnson, Rochelle Jones, Michael Kelley, Nadine Killick,
Jan MacDermid, Karen Bobo Martin, Braden VanBuskirk, and
David Vandenack.

The OR STAR program is designed to recognize OR employees
who demonstrate leadership and support of the
Office for Research goals to achieve excellence
at all levels and promote a workplace culture
which models Northwestern behaviors of
coachability, collegiality, communication,
compliance, customer focus, efficiency,
planning, and leadership.
The deadline to nominate
colleagues for the next OR STAR
Award is Friday, February 28.
The spring OR STAR event
will take place on the Chicago
campus on March 6.
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Johnson was instrumental in preparing for the early AAALAC
and USDA site visits and improving regulatory compliance.
He recently completed the Certified Manager Animal Resources
program. He was involved in numerous renovations and other
improvement projects and had the ability to coordinate and
complete these projects quickly and effectively.
Johnson had an amazing talent for building networks; he
interacted with many Northwestern groups, including facilities
management, Office for Research Safety, and the Northwestern
police department. He provided support and care beyond his
influence in CCM.
“Walt was impressively dedicated to CCM and the larger
Northwestern research community; he was one of my ‘go-to’
leaders within CCM. His loss is certainly felt within CCM,
among the many researchers whom he helped, and definitely
by me”, said Jay Walsh, vice president for research.
A plaque will be placed at the entrance of the Lurie
sub-basement in tribute to Johnson.

Honors
Luis Amaral, chemical and biological engineering; Erik Luijten,
materials science and engineering; Adilson Motter, physics and
astronomy; and Frank Petriello, physics and astronomy, were

elected fellows of the American Physical Society.

Giuseppe Buscarnera, civil and environmental engineering,

received a Faculty Early Career Development (CAREER)
Award from the National Science Foundation.

Family Secrets: Living with the Shame from the Victorians to
Present Day by Deborah Cohen, history, was named a best book
of the year by three United Kingdom publications: The Spectator,
The Sunday Times, and The Times Literary Supplement.
Horacio Espinosa, mechanical engineering, and David Seidman,

materials science and engineering, were elected fellows of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS).
Bryna Kra, mathematics, was elected to serve on the 2014

Executive Committee for the Association for Women
in Mathematics.

The National Academy of Inventors elected Chad A. Mirkin,
chemistry, as a fellow. Mirkin also received the 2013 Vittorio
deNora Award from the Electrochemical Society.
School of Law Dean Daniel Rodriguez was inaugurated as the
president of the Association of American Law Schools at its
annual meeting in January.
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Faculty Research Around Campus
Jeremy Birnholtz, communication studies, led a study finding that

embarrassing Facebook posts cause certain people more anguish
than others. Read more…
Research led by Marla Clayman, medicine, found that saving
fertility is not a priority at most cancer centers. Read more...
Research by Nicolas B. Cowan, CIERA, found that massive
exoplanets may be more Earth-like than previously thought.
Read more...
Research by Eszter Hargittai, communication studies, found that
minority parents are more concerned than whites about online
safety issues. Read more...
Mark Hersam, materials science and engineering, and his

collaborators grew graphene on a single-crystal silver substrate.
Read more...

A study by Yoram Lithwick, physics and astronomy, found that
many small exoplanets are covered in gas. Read more...
A new zebrafish study led by David McLean, neurobiology,
connects the data between fish and mammalian locomotion.
Read more...
A team including Chad Mirkin, chemistry, and Monica Olvera
de la Cruz, materials science and engineering, was the first to
build near-perfect single crystals out of nanoparticles and DNA.
Read more...
A study led by Matthew Smith, psychiatry and behavioral
sciences, found that marijuana users have abnormal brain
structure and poor memory. Read more...
Ellen Wartella, communication studies, led a study that explores

media use among young Hispanic children. Read more...

Virginia Kaklamani, medicine: hematology/oncology, led a study

finding a new chemotherapy drug combination for treating
breast cancer. Read more...

Research in the News
Research by Marla Clayman, medicine, finding that leading
cancer centers neglect patients’ fertility was covered by U.S. News
& World Report.

Gregory Miller and Edith Chen, both psychology, wrote an

Dick Co, Argonne-Northwestern Solar Energy Research (ANSER)

Jyoti Patel, medicine: hematology/oncology, discussed sec-

Eli Finkel, psychology, discussed the stigma of using dating

websites with the Washington Post.

Research by Susan Perkins, management and organizations,
which examined the link between GDP growth and female
leaders, was covered by the Washington Post.

Douglas Foster, journalism, took part in a conversation about

Manijeh Razeghi, electrical engineering and computer science,

Center, was quoted in a Chicago Tribune article about ANSER’s
work to develop a solar challenge for OSEP’s FUSE program.

Nelson Mandela on PBS Newshour.

Ben Gorvine, psychology, discussed the influence of fathers with

the Christian Science Monitor.

Ruchi Gupta, Center for Healthcare Studies, commented on the

safety of eating nuts while pregnant with The Wall Street Journal,
Fox News, and NBC News.
Nina Kraus, communication sciences and disorders, discussed

the positive effects of music training for the brain in National
Geographic.

National Geographic covered research by Yoram Lithwick,
physics and astronomy, that determines the make-up of extrasolar planets.

op-ed about the effects of upward mobility on health for
The New York Times.
ond-hand smoke with Forbes.

discussed using cameras for spectroscopy with the Royal Society
of Chemistry.
Lauren Rivera, management and organizations, discussed how,

when hiring, banking executives prefer potential drinking
buddies to candidates with better grades with Bloomberg News.
Diane Whitmore Schanzenbach, education and social policy,

discussed growing rates of food insecurity with CBS News.
A study by Matthew Smith, psychiatry and behavioral sciences,
that found smoking marijuana can hurt brain and memory was
covered by The New York Times, NBC News, Nature World News,
U.S. News & World Report, PBS Newshour, CBS News, Fox News,
Al Jazeera, and Psychology Today.
Nature mentioned Suzan van der Lee, Earth and planetary
science, in an article about the Midcontinent Rift.
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Dialogue:
The Virtual University

Seminar: Rhetoric in
Science Communication

The Alice Kaplan Institute for the Humanities will host a discussion
about online learning as a part of its DIALOGUE Series.

Rhetoric has been a key part
of the history of science since
Hesiod tried to convince
farmers to use his calendar to
better understand the seasons
in 700 BC. Scientists have
used persuasion to show their
colleagues and competitors
the fitness of their methods
and results.

“DIALOGUE: Knowing in the Age of the Virtual University”
will take place at 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, February 18 in Harris Hall.
The discussion will feature Vinay Lal and Michael Patrick Lynch.
Lal is an associate professor of history at UCLA where he teaches
the contemporary politics of knowledge, Indian history, and the
politics of culture, among other courses. Lynch is a writer and
professor of philosophy at the University of Connecticut. He is
the author or editor of seven books and presently working on
a new book about the changing face of knowledge, called
Prisoners of Babel: Knowledge in the Datasphere.
The DIALOGUE Series brings nationally prominent scholars
together to offer different perspectives on a given topic. By
circulating readings in advance of the event and partnering two
scholars in conversation, the Kaplan Institute hopes to create an
unusually interactive environment for the exchange of ideas.

For more information, visit www.humanities.
northwestern.edu/events/dialogue-series.html.

Lecture:
National Security
Journalism
The Buffett Center for International and
Comparative Studies will sponsor an
upcoming lecture about covering
national security issues.
“National Security Journalism: Asking the Right Questions” will
take place at noon on Friday, January 31 at 1902 Sheridan Road
in Evanston.
Timothy McNulty of the Medill School will talk about his

experiences and give advice on the topic. McNulty is a veteran
journalist whose career in national and foreign news coverage
includes roles as both a war correspondent and White House
correspondent. As the national and foreign editor of the Chicago
Tribune, he helped direct the newspaper’s coverage of the
September 11 tragedy, the American strike on Afghanistan,
and the invasion of Iraq.
For more information, contact Krzysztof Kozubski at kozubski@
northwestern.edu.

Despite this importance, persuasion is rarely included in traditional
science education, and many STEM students graduate without
the skills to communicate the details of their work to nonspecialist audiences.
Northwestern’s “Ready, Set, Go” program will present “The
Importance of Rhetoric in Science Communication” at noon
on Monday, January 27 in the Ford Building’s ITW Classroom.
Keith Gibson from Allen Communication Learning Services

will review the history of rhetoric in science, describe the role
of persuasion in modern science, and provide suggestions
for STEM practitioners to communicate their findings to
non-expert audiences.

To RSVP for the event, visit rsg.northwestern.edu/set.html.

Seminar: Research
Administration Training
Once each quarter, the Office for Research Integrity (ORI) takes
research administration out of the office and puts it into the
classroom. The Research Administration Training Seminar is a
four-session event geared toward research administrators and
staff involved in research administration.
The seminar installments will take place on the following dates
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.:
Tuesday, February 11
Thursday, February 13
Tuesday, February 18
Thursday, February 20
All four sessions build on each other, so participants are encouraged to attend all four. Each installment will be held in the lower
level classroom of Chambers Hall in Evanston. The seminar is
free, but registration is required.

For more information or to reserve a seat, contact ORI at
nu-ori@northwestern.edu or (312) 503-0054.
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Now Accepting: Reach for the Stars
Reach for the Stars is now accepting applications for the 2014-15
academic year. Reach for the Stars places STEM graduate student
fellows in K-12 science classrooms for the academic year with
the goal of enriching their education and strengthening their
development as researchers by advancing their communication
and teaching skills.
Doctoral candidates in STEM fields who use computational
modeling in their research and are U.S. citizens are eligible
to apply.
Applications are due February 23.
An informational meeting will take place at noon Wednesday,
January 29 in room F160 in Tech.

The Sequester ‘Haircut’
The year-to-date research award figures through November 2013
(page 9) show a funding decrease of 10 percent over this time
last year, raising the question of the cause—more specifically,
whether the government shutdown, sequestration, or something
internal to Northwestern were the dominate causes. Given that
proposal numbers prior to October were strong, we surmise that
the latter explanation is least likely. There is, however, little doubt
that during the October shutdown Northwestern received few
awards from the federal government; further, the approximately
25 percent reduction in funding from the National Institutes of
Health (NIH), our biggest federal research funding source, could
also be tied to the sequester.
The sequester is the name given to the package of automatic
federal spending cuts that was passed as the Budget Control
Act (BCA) in August 2011. The cuts were projected to total $1.2
trillion evenly divided over the nine-year period between 2013
and 2021. These cuts are known as “sequestration” because the
government withdraws the money after Congress has released
it. The BCA authorized the cuts to take effect beginning January
1, 2013 if a Congressional supercommittee didn’t agree to a $1.2
trillion deficit-reduction package by November 23, 2011. The
group did not reach a deal, so the sequester was triggered.
“The sequester was basically a haircut that Congress gave
the budget in an effort to contain costs,” says Jay Walsh, vice
president for research. “There’s no doubt in my mind that our
decrease can be attributed at least in part to sequestration.”
Sally Rockey, NIH’s Deputy Director for Extramural Research,
who serves as the principal scientific leader and advisor to the
NIH Director on the NIH extramural research program, was
upfront about the effects of the sequester in her January 10 blog

post. “Application success rates, as I blogged about in December,
declined in 2013 to a historic low,” she wrote. “Sequestration …
lowered NIH appropriations by more than 5 percent or $1.55
billion below the previous fiscal year. So these smaller numbers,
such as fewer new awards and lower application success rates,
are not surprising,” she reported. The application success rate
of competing research project grants Rockey quoted for the
NIH in FY2013 was 16.8 percent, compared to 17.6 percent
in FY2012. She also said that the agency made about 8 percent
fewer competing awards in 2013, but the number of grant
applications decreased as well.
There is now, however, some good news. According to
Northwestern’s Office of Government Relations, the recent
budget deal reached by Congress in December will partially
eliminate sequester cuts for FY2014 and FY2015, which is
good, but still leaves us about 15 percent below 2010 levels
when you account for inflation.
Congress’s $1.1 trillion appropriation bill, passed by Congress
last week and signed by the president on January 17, gives NIH
$29.9 billion in FY2014, which is about $0.775 billion more than
the sequestration-impacted budget in FY2013, but still less than
the FY11 and FY12 appropriation ($30.4 billion and $30.8
billion, respectively). The NSF appropriation for FY14 is
approximately $7.2 billion, up slightly from FY13 ($6.9 billion)
and FY12 ($7.0 billion). The DOE Office of Science appropriation
is approximately $5.1 billion, up from FY13 ($4.6 billion) and
FY12 ($4.9 billion). An appropriations summary table for these
and other major funding agencies can be found by copying and
pasting this link into your browser, https://www.aau.edu/
WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=14327.
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Proposal and Award Report: through November 2013
The total amount of award funding received through November
2013 is $108.6 million, a decrease of 10 percent ($11.8 million)
over November 2012. Despite the early shortfall of awarded
dollars, there has been a 6 percent increase in the number of
awards thus far within the fiscal year. (See article on page 8
for more details.)
Through November 2013, the dollar volume of awards from
industrial sponsors increased by 13 percent ($2.3 million),
while those from foundations rose by 20 percent ($1.2 million).
Awards from federal agencies reflected a decrease of 16 percent
($14.8 million).
The dollar volume of proposals submitted through November
2013 is $738.1 million, an increase of 24 percent ($140.6 million)
over the total reported through November 2012. The number
of proposals this fiscal year has increased by 6 percent.
Through November 2013, the dollar volume of proposals submitted
to federal agencies grew by 23 percent ($122.9 million), while
those to educational institutions rose significantly ($13.1 million).
Proposals to foundations and industrial sponsors increased by 42
percent ($6.5 million) and 27 percent ($3.8 million) respectively.
Proposal activity to industrial sponsors reflected a decrease of
27 percent ($3.8 million), while those to voluntary health
organizations were down by 17 percent ($2.7 million).
To access the reports, please click here. You will first be brought
to the university’s single sign on access page, where you will then
need to provide your NetID and password. From the report
launching page, find the appropriate report type and select the
desired month.
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