Create Your Own Poe Story

Students embark on a unique adventure of story telling
using Poe’s tone, literary elements, and spectacular
creativity. Each student chooses the names,
characteristics, and plot of their story using easy to
follow directions and many different choices. This means
that each student’s story will be different and the
twists and turns will keep them engaged!
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Poe is known for using dark, descriptive adjectives to help
readers imagine the setting and set up of the story he
creates. But even before he finds the words to describe
the story, Poe had to figure out what type of story he
wanted to create- a mystery, a horror, a love story gone
bad...and each story comes with a specific set of elements
that are unique to that specific style.

You are about to embark on a unique adventure of story
telling filled with Poe-isms, literary elements, and
spectacular creativity. Be sure to read each set of
directions THOROUGHLY because they contain the
information you need to complete each section. Have fun
and I am sure you are going to come up
with some AMAZING stories!
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First- the style is important to
understand as is the setting and time
period. Each of these elements helps shape
the story as it is written and places it
in a specific context. Without these
elements, the story would not have the
necessary foundation to set up the
characters, tone, perspective, and
development. This story is going to be a
Murder Mystery set in England in the 1880s.
Keep these elements in mind as you develop
your story and it will help create a
complete story. Good luck and have fun.
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Mystery Story Worksheets
So! You’re going to create a murder mystery story! Congratulations! Your story will be a
twisty, diabolical, unique, and filled with adventure with a conclusion that no one will be
able to guess- not even you!
OK! Let’s get started!
For the first challenge, I want you to figure out the different characters in your mystery.
Read the questions to help you develop each character in your murder mystery.
Who’s First?
Protagonist: This character is essentially the main character who is struggling against
some type of conflict, either externally or internally, and who changes in some way as a
result of this conflict. In Poe’s stories, the protagonist is usually a visitor who comes
upon a bad situation or is trying to change a person to be a little less “crazy” than he
already is or is changed by what he sees while visiting.

So...who is your protagonist? What does she or he look like?
What is her or his name? Circle your answers.
Will your protagonist be:
Male
or
Female
If your protagonist is male- choose his name from the following list:
William

Robert

James

Sylvester

Henry

Stuart

If your protagonist is female- choose her name from the following list:
Margaret
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Anne

Sarah

Maude

Samantha

For a male Protagonist:
Great! Now that we have his name, you will need to
decide on some physical characteristics.

Will he be...
(circle your choice)
Short

or

Thin

or

Tall
Heavy

Teenager (13-18) Young Adult (19-29) Middle Age (30-50) Older (51 and older)

What will his station be in life?
The “Help”

or

From a Privileged Family

What color hair will he have?
Brown

Blonde

Red

Black

Will his hair be...
Long and tied back with a ribbon
or
Short and cropped close to his head

What color eyes does he have?
Blue

Brown

Green

Hazel

What kind of clothes is he wearing?
(keep in mind the station in life you chose earlier)
Three Piece Black Suit
Loose Shirt, untied and disheveled
Basic wool pants and a linen shirt
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To help you visualize your protagonist, find pictures that represent your choices. The
collage does not need to have a picture of a person that looks and dresses exactly like
the person you designed, but you should find examples to help you “see” your
character. It will help you explore the character as you go forward.
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For a female Protagonist:
Will she be...
(circle your choice)
Short or Tall
Slim or Plump
Teenager (13-18) Young Adult (19-29) Middle Age (30-50) Older (51 and older)

What will her station in life be?
Only, orphaned daughter of a rich family with two deceased parents
Servant for a wealthy family
Poor cousin to a wealthy family who has come to stay to take
care of the family’s dying grandmother

What color hair does she have?
Brown

Blonde

Red

Black

What type of hair does she have?
Curly

Straight

What color are her eyes?
Blue

Brown

Green

Hazel

What kind of clothes is she wearing?
(keep in mind the station in life you chose earlier)
Satin, dark red dress with red, velvet ribbons
Simple, blue cotton dress with an apron and cap
Severe black dress, buttoned up the neck with no ribbons and very little decoration
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To help you visualize your protagonist, find pictures that represent your choices. The
collage does not need to have a picture of a person that looks and dresses exactly like
the person you designed, but you should find examples to help you “see” your
character. It will help you explore the character as you go forward.
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Now You Need a
Villain
Traditionally, Poe’s villains are either the “man of the house” and are slightly crazy, or
people who are “lost souls,” have lost a loved one, are devastated as a result, and they
go insane as a result of their loss. (Are you seeing a trend here?)
Challenge: Build the Perfect Villain!
Will your villain be a female or a male?
Female

or

Male

If your villain is a male- how is he related to your protagonist?
He is the owner and head of household of the property
He is the caretaker of the property
He is the son of the owner
He is the ghost of a man who was murdered in the house
What is his name?
__________________________
What does he look like?
Hair Color: ______________________
Eye Color: ______________________
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If your villain is female, how is she related to the protagonist?
She is the sister of the owner of the property
She is the young, beautiful daughter of the cook who works on the property
She is the wife of the owner of the property
She is the ghost of the wife of the owner who was murdered in the house
What is her name?
__________________________
What does she look like?
Hair Color: ______________________
Eye Color: ______________________
In the space below, find elements of this character from pictures in magazines or the
internet to help you visualize the villain.
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Method and Motive for Murder
When creating a murder mystery, there obviously needs to be a murder, right? For the
next set of questions, decide who the villain kills, the method of the murder, and how
the murder victim is related to the protagonist.
This is important because it helps create the conflict in your story and the development
of the reveal of both victim and murderer will create the rising action.
Your villain, ___________________, will kill ___________________, a(n)
(Name)
(Name)

REMEMBER! Your
villain is NOT killing
your protagonist!
______________________. He/She is _________________ years old with Choose someone
else to be the
(Occupation)
(Age)
murder victim!
_________________ color eyes and ___________________ hair. The murderer knows
(Color)
the protagonist because __________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________.
(Explanation)
Although it might not be understood by many, the villain has a reason or motive to

commit this atrocity, _____________________________________________________.
(Explanation)
This horrible incident occurred (during the middle of a moonless night/in the middle
(Circle your choice)
of the day/during a full moon). The murderer used this weapon,
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___________________, to kill his/her victim. The victim uttered these words when he/
(Type)
she was dying, “_______________________________________________.” The
(Phrase)
murder happened (in the woods behind the house/in the parlor room of the house/
(Circle your choice)

yet to be discovered/ _________________________________) The murderer (left
(Write in your own answer)
the body there to be found/buried it in the woods around the house/closed it up in
(Circle your choice)
a part of the house/ _____________________________) The murderer left one
(Write in your own answer)
significant clue at the scene of the crime, something that would eventually lead to his/

her identification,____________________________.
(Item)
Answer the following questions to better explain and specify the murder and its
aftermath. These answers will help you set up your story and increase chances for
success.
1. Does anything go wrong as the murder is happening?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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2. Does anybody see anything? If yes, who? How are they related to the story? How will
they reveal what they know?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
3. Does the villain sustain an injury while committing the crime? If yes, what is this
injury? Can it be seen to the discerning eye? Does this injury eventually lead to the
villain’s capture? Explain fully.
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
4. Is there special ways the villain cleans up after the murder takes place that is
unusual? Does the clean up, or lack thereof, pose a problem for the villain?
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
5. While committing the murder, does the villain use a disguise? If yes, describe the
disguise.
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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Explaining the Setting
The setting is incredibly important to the development of Poe’s
stories. He used many descriptive adjectives to explain the colors,
textures, light, ornaments, and atmosphere where his most
intriguing stories took place. Poe enjoyed using metonymy in his
stories. Metonymy is the use of words or descriptions to increase
the suspense and feeling for the reader. (Think windy rattles on the
windows mimicking the rattling of chains on a corpse)
In this exercise, you are going to choose from the following words and phrases to
incorporate into your story to set the story with the appropriate creepiness and
atmosphere. Choose and highlight a minimum of 6 different phrases to use but you
can always use more!
“Never shall I forget the
sensation of awe, horror, and
admiration with which I gazed
about me...”
“In one corner of the closet was
a very small furnace, with a
glowing fire in it, and on the fire
a kind of duplicate crucible- two
crucibles connected by a tube.”
“The windows were long,
narrow, and pointed, and at so
vast a distance from the black
oaken floor as to be altogether
inaccessible from within.”
“The shade of the trees fell
heavily upon the water, and
seemed to bury itself therein,
impregnating the depths of the
element of darkness.”

“Its principal feature seemed to be that of an
excessive antiquity. The discoloration of
ages had been great....”
“During the whole of a dull, dark, and
soundless day in the autumn of the year,
when the clouds hung oppressively low in
the heavens...”
“darkly sumptuous, exotic, and depraved”
“An air of stern, deep, and irredeemable
gloom hung over and pervaded all...”
“On all sides - save to the west, where the
sun was about sinking - arose the verdant
walls of the forest. ”

“ A sombre, yet beautiful and peaceful
gloom here pervaded all things. The trees
were dark in color, and mournful in form
and attitude, wreathing themselves in sad,
solemn, and spectral shapes that conveyed
“It was a night of unusual gloom ideas of mortal sorrow and untimely death..”
with a black and ghastly
mansion that lay vacant and
“The night hung around the room like a veil
foreboding...”
of death, creating an aura of terrified
“the day broke with a rush of
showers and ominous feelings”
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stillness that even the clock’s ticking
couldn’t break...”

Choose a Group of Adjectives that You will use
in your story. Once your pick the group, you
MUST use ALL adjectives within the group.
Horrid, Dry, Heavy, Creepy, Sweet,
Odd, Green, Slowly, Driven, Grey,
Cracked, Narrow, Worn out, Placid,
Damned, Empty, Torrent, Dirty,
Spiral, Large, Powerful, White,
Similar, Magical, True, Putrid

Depraved, Wild, Gloomy, Peaceful,
Unique, Red, Deserted, Old,
Crunchy, Smooth, Deep, Abundant,
Low, Horrible, Beautiful, Twisted,
Clean, Huge, Dutiful, Crazy, Awful,
Sharp, Steep, Torrid, Foul, Mild

Wild, Dreary, Curious, Faithful,
Black, Shameless, Rotting, Quaint,
Heaving, Rough, High, Burning,
Suddenly, Slippery, Condemned,
Kind, Cold, Grief-stricken, Horrified,
Icy, Silently, Unusual, Exotic

Negative, Evil, Silent, Tired,
Ancient, Slight, Plentiful, Brown,
Gently, Bumpy, Howling, Painful,
Full, Itchy, Tiny, Magnificent, Sharp,
Petrified, Sumptuous, Friendly,
Deep, Pitiful, Calm, Tangled

: Similes and Metaphors :

Increase Connections and Explanations by Using at
least 5 Similes and 2 metaphors.
1. Simile: _______________________________________
2. Simile: _______________________________________
3. Simile: _______________________________________
4. Simile: _______________________________________
5. Simile: _______________________________________
1. Metaphor: _____________________________________
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2. Metaphor: ____________________________________

In The Beginning...
How are you going to Start Your Story?
As a writer, it is important to figure out how you are going to start your story. You
need to create a fun, powerful beginning without giving everything away, however
you need to introduce the characters, setting, and provide your readers with
enough information to capture their attention.
Read through the various methods of story starters and choose which type you
think will work for your story. You can always change it if you feel it does not fit
after working through some of the other elements, but it is always a good idea to
come up with a way to set up the story starting with the beginning.

1. On a dark and gloomy night....
Starting with a description of the setting is a common and useful method for
story beginners. It provides the reader with a way to increase the spooky
factor, while also giving the reader an introduction into the time period,
perspective, and helps them create an image in their mind about what the
story will be about.

2. The Villain Crept Away, The Horrible Deed Done....
Some writers to choose to begin the story “in media res” or in the middle of
the story, after the main action has already been completed. Usually after the
initial description of the villain, the writer will then go back to the beginning,
explaining the characters and their connections with one another, creating a
web of explanations and reasons until the reader can piece together the who,
what, why, when, and how of the mystery.

3. “Who is coming this way and what might he want?”
By beginning a story in the first person voice, a writer has a chance to create
one specific character, developing him or her into a complex and dynamic
character, then use that character as the catalyst for the conflict in the story.
This can be dangerous because everything that happens in the story should be
in their voice and using their explanations, however it can a useful way to
streamline your story and create connections between characters from a
specific point of view.
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Plot your story below

/

/

In the boxes below, provide a brief description of how you are going to
organize your story. While you do not need to be specific and exact, you do
need to think about how everything will fit together. There are basic
concepts provided and they need to be written into the boxes below.
Setting Description
Introduction of Villain

Introduction of Protagonist
Explanation of Conflict

Change in Protagonist

Description of Murder

Evidence Found

Motive Explained

Villain Identified

Murder Solved

Introduction:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Part 1- Rising Action:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Part 2-Conflict:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Part 3-Climax:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Part 4-Falling Action:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Part 5-Conclusion:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Climax

sin
Ri

on
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Conflict

ti
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Introduction

ing
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This is how the plot is
visually arranged. Use
this Freytag diagram to
help you understand
how the story should be
put together

Conclusion

Understanding
Dialogue
Quoth the Raven, “Nevermore...”
Dialogue is an essential part of creating
a unique story. Much of what makes dialogue successful is the author’s use
of “dialogue tags,” or ways to introduce the word, “said.” How many
different words can you come up with for the word “said”? Write them in
the space below:
How many different words can you come up with to replace “said”?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Before you begin to incorporate dialogue into your story, you need to make
sure you understand the rules and punctuation that are required with
dialogue, specifically regarding commas and periods.
Rule #1- When you are using a dialogue tag to introduce a quote, place the
comma between the last letter of the tag and the quotation marks.
Example: The man looked around the room saying, “Must I never
be at peace?”
Rule #2- When you place a dialogue tag in the middle of the sentence, you
must place commas on both sides of the dialogue tag and a period at the
end of the quote.
Example: “I was wondering if we might be able to go to the park,”
Ashley said, “because it is such a beautiful day.”
Rule #3- A period can be used if the dialogue tag is in the middle of two
separate sentences without a transition word such as “because” or “so”.
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Example: “People are mistaken about George,” Robert stated. “He
is a big man, but a real nice guy.”
Rule #5- If the person speaking is asking a question and the question
mark is before the dialogue tag, the quote does NOT need a comma before
the last quotation mark and dialogue tag. Also, if there is a question, there
needs to be a period after the dialogue tag and the first letter after it needs
to be capitalized.
Example: “I thought we were going to store?” Rita asked. “I really
need to pick up milk for the baby.”
Rule #6- If you are creating a dialogue between two people, make sure
that the first line of each quote is indented. If the dialogue consists of short,
direct statements, each statement or question needs to be indented.
Example:
“True,” she said, “I didn’t think about it like that.”
“Why not?” Peter replied. “It seems like it would be something you
are used to doing without question.”
“I know,” Peggy answered, “but I guess I wasn’t really prepared.”
“That just isn’t like you.”
“Peter, I realized that. Please give me a little slack,” Peggy retorted.
Rule #7- Thoughts are italicized but are not usually in quotes but there is a
comma after the dialogue indication. The reason for this is to separate the
different perspectives so as not to confuse the reader.
Example: “That sounds like a perfect plan!” exclaimed Ima while
thinking, That sounds like a horrible plan! How in the world
will I be able to get out of this one!
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/ COngratUlations! /
You have completed your
pre-story assignment!
Use everything from here
to help you write your
Poe-Inspired story!

