Activity 1

Source1: 'The London Gazette' - Monday 13 July1789

Translation:
A general consternation prevailed throughout the town. All shops were shut; all public and private
employments at a stand, and scarcely a person to be seen in the streets, except the armed Burghers, who
acted as a temporary police for the protection of private property, to replace the established one, which no
longer had any influence.

Activity 2
Translation:
In the evening a detachment with two pieces of cannon went to the
Bastille, to demand the ammunition deposited there. A flag of truce
had been sent before them, which was answered from within: But
nevertheless, the governor (the Marquis de Launay) ordered the
guard to fire, and several were killed. The populace, enraged at this
proceeding, rushed forward to the assault, when the governor
agreed to admit a certain number, on the condition that they should
not commit any violence. A detachment of about forty accordingly
passed the drawbridge, which was instantly drawn up, and the
whole party massacred. This breach of faith, aggravated by so
glaring an instance of inhumanity, naturally excited a spirit of
revenge and tumult not to be appeased. A breach was soon made
in the gate, and the fortress surrendered. The governor, the
principal gunner, the jailer, and the two old invalids, who had been
noticed as being more active than the rest were seized, and carried
before the council assembled at the Hotel de Ville, by whom the
Marquis de Launay was sentenced to be beheaded, which was
accordingly put in execution at the Place de Grève, and the other
prisoners were also put to death.
Source 2: 'The London Gazette' - Tuesday 14 July1789

Activity 3
Translation:
The whole way from the entrance at
the barrier at Paffy to the Hotel de
Ville was lined on each side with
citizens, and the most perfect
tranquility was observed. After his
majesty had entered the Hotel de Ville,
he declared that he appeared there to
gratify the wishes of the citizens of
Paris, and to assure them of his
readiness to do everything in his power
to quiet their minds, and restore
tranquility to the city.
On his
majesty’s return he received every
testimony of loyalty and affection from
a most numerous and orderly
populace; and it is computed that this
day there were not less than 150,000
men bearing arms in Paris.
Source 3: 'The London Gazette' - Wednesday 15 July1789

Activity 4
Translation:
The Bastille made some resistance but was taken yesterday
evening. The governor and sub-governor had their heads cut off,
which were carried in triumph around the city.
…the King was at first very resolute. The thoughts however of
the danger he was in have this evening induced him to recant all
his former words and to submit in everything. Deputies have
arrived this afternoon form Versailles with this good news, and it
is reported that the king will be here hims[elf ] tomorrow, but I
own I very much doubt it. The consternation that has prevailed
in Paris for the last two days, is beyond all power of description.
Few people have gone out of their doors, and all public
amusement for the first time have been stopped. I however have
seen everything of importance from the first entrance of the
troops to the taking of the Bast[ille] which I was present at
yesterday evening, and indeed the whole sight has been such, that
nothing would have…tempted me to miss it.
Source 4: A letter from a Mr. Jenkinson from Paris, dated 15 July 1789

Activity 5

Source 5: Extract from a confidential report from the British Ambassador, 30th July 1789

Translation:
The numerous printed accounts, which daily appear, of all that passes, both at Paris and Versailles (for the
liberty of the press seems at present to have no bounds) leave but little, of a public nature, for me to
communicate to you grace.

Activity 6i

Source 6i: Extract from a confidential report from the British Ambassador, 30th July 1789

6i Translation:
For your grace receives, among other papers a Récit of the taking of the Bastille, which I have reason to
believe gives a pretty exact detail of the operations against the fortress

Activity 6ii
6ii Translation:
…excepting that it greatly exaggerates the number of persons killed;
not more than seven or eight having lost their lives during the whole
of that affair. The plan herewith enclosed, which I am told is very
accurate, serves to illustrate the account that is given of the attack
and subsequent advances. Either the misconduct or the pusillanimity
of the garrison (which consisted of not more than eighty invalids)
rendered the capture of the Bastille a work of no great difficulty nor
of long duration. The fate of the governor Marquis de Launay, is
generally lamented, for he was an officer of great merit and always
treated the prisoners committed to his charge with every degree of
levity and humanity of which the nature of their situations would
admit: it may be observed that the mildness of the present reign is
strongly characterized by the small number of persons who were
discovered in confinement in the Bastille: yet these considerations
were not sufficient to check the fury of the populace, animated by the
success of the enterprise and heated with the spirit of vengeance.
Source 6i & 6ii: Extract from a confidential report from the British Ambassador, 30th July 1789

Activity 7
Translation:
No less than seven princes of the House of
Bourbon and one princess, have fled in
consequence of the troubles, but it is
scarcely possible to imagine that the
nation will not when the violence of it’s
resentment begins to subside be desirous
of seeing these august personages
reinstated in their respective situations of
dignity, especially too upon the motive of
policy, when it is considered what
immense sums of money will be thrown
into the hands of foreigners, during their
absence from this kingdom.

Source 7: Extract from a confidential report from the British Ambassador, 30th July 1789

