ES 399: Immigrant Rights!
Winter 2018 CRN: 22866
MW: 2-3:20
Professor Lynn Fujiwara
fujiwara@uoregon.edu
Office: Alder 206
Office Hours: Tuesdays 1:00-3:00 and
Wednesdays 12:00-1:00

The United States was founded as a settler state, through European imperialism and the
conquest and colonization of indigenous lands and people. Immigration was a central
process in the colonization and disposition of Native land. In the violent project of nation
building race was central to national identity and immigration was no exception. This
course focuses on the racial politics of immigration in the United States. Immigration
historically and currently remains a highly contentious issues shaped by racial, economic,
gendered, and nativist concerns over who belongs, who can be an “American,” and who
should be excluded. Immigrant rights struggles occupy a central narrative to the social
movements that have shaped the country’s racial politics and national identity. In this
course we will examine historical and contemporary immigration in the U.S. through the
lens of immigrant mobilization, community activism, and advocacy efforts.
Learning Outcomes
The Goals of this course are for students to:
- Develop an understanding between racial politics and immigration policy.
- Acquire an analytical lens that can examine intersecting forces (race, gender,
religion, class, etc…) of immigration politics and immigrant experiences.
- Comprehend the historical and contemporary forms of mobilization and resistance
by immigrant communities.
- Develop skills for policy analysis.
Required Readings
All books are available at the UO Duckstore, and additional readings are available on our
Canvas course website (Indicated by an * in the course schedule.
- Undoing Border Imperialism, edited by Harsha Walia, AK Press, 2013.
- Uncivil Youth: Race, Activism, and Affirmative Governmentality, by Duke
University Press, 2013.
- Of Forests and Fields: Mexican Labor in the Pacific Northwest, by Mario Jimenez
Sifuentez, by Rutgers University Press, 2016.
- Family Activism: Immigrant Struggles and the Politics of NonCitizenship by Amalia
Pallares, Rutgers University Press, 2013.

Course Assignments
Ø Attendance and Participation (5%) Attendance and participation are essential. I will
take roll every class meeting; you are allowed 1 free absence, but after that 1st absence,
every absence will count as a 1 point loss out of your attendance grade. Excused
absences will still count, but you may have the opportunity to make up your absence
with 2 double spaced typed pages synopsis of the readings assigned for the day that
you missed. You must get permission to make up your absence through this format
with me first.
o I also want to stress that much of my lecture material will supplement the
course readings, thus if you do miss class it is up to you to acquire lecture notes
from a fellow classmate, or come see me during my designated office hours.
Please do not email me to ask if you’ve missed something important. I do a lot
of in-class work, resulting in materials that you will hand in which will go
toward your participation portion of your grade. If you find that you are ill with
flu like symptoms please follow the university protocol. Likewise, if you
experience a major illness or circumstance that results in multiple absences,
you must speak to me as soon as possible.
-

Weekly reading response papers (30%) Each week students are required to write
approximately 1-1.5 pages, that succinctly synthesizes the author’s primary
argument in the assigned readings for the week. They are due Canvas by
Wednesday at noon each week starting week two. There will be no response
papers for Weeks 1, 5, and 10. Students may choose to not write a response paper
for one additional week, thus 6 response papers are required. Papers should
respond to the questions on each week’s Reading Response assignment found in
the weekly modules on Canvas. Each response paper is 10 points each. Response
papers uploaded after 2:00pm on Wednesdays will be deducted 2 points, and one
additional point for each subsequent day it is late. For example if you upload your
response paper on Thursday your total maximum possible points will be 7. Papers
are evaluated by how well you engage with the author’s work, demonstrating your
reading and grappling with the material.

-

Mid-quarter Policy Paper (30%) Each student must write a policy analysis of
DACA, the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals. We will spend substantial class
time discussing DACA, mobilization efforts, and Trump’s actions to rescind DACA.
Students will select one theme or angle to engage their analysis. More guidelines
will be discussed in class. Approximately 5-6 pages.

-

Final Immigrant Rights Project (35%) Students will choose a theme, topic, or issue
centering immigrant rights to create a final project. Projects can be creative, activist,
community-based, media, or research. You can volunteer at a community or
campus immigrant rights organization or mobilization efforts, or you can lead an
effort yourself. You can create a media story with the intention of informing,
educating, or mobilizing around immigrant rights. You can create an artistic project

for sharing with the broader community that engages an immigrant rights topic.
You can produce a research paper, a policy analysis on another form of
immigration legislation (something like the current “Muslim Ban” for example. You
can conduct interviews or oral histories of folks engaged in immigrant rights
activism, or folks currently negotiating immigration policies. You are free to use
your artistic talents, activist proclivities, media savvy strengths, or research-oriented
ways to create a project with the intention for sharing with the Ethnic Studies
community. A 2-page proposal of your final project is due on Monday February 19
that outlines your project and your plans for completion. A 5-page description of
what you have created, drawing connections to the course themes and readings is
also required. Projects are due Monday March 19 by 4:00pm in Alder 406.
Grading Scale
A+
100
A
99-94
A93-90

B+
B
B-

89-87
86-83
82-80

C+
C
C-

79-77
76-73
72-70

D+
D
D-

69-67
66-63
62-60

A+: Work that represents superior excellence. Student exceeds expectations and is
creative in its approach.
A: Work that displays an exceptional grasp of material and is well executed and free of
errors.
B: Work that fulfills the criteria of the assignment and demonstrates command of the
material, but is not exceptional.
C: Work that demonstrates a basic grasp of the material and satisfies some of the
assigned criteria.
D: Work that lacks a substantive grasp of the material or is executed in a manner that is
below college standards, yet constitutes some effort to engage with the material.
F: Work that is weak and incomplete, representing a misunderstanding of that material
and assignment expectations.
Expected Workload
Per University policy, a 4-credit undergraduate course requires a total of120 hours of “real
work.” Students in this course will spend nearly 30 hours in the classroom, can expect up
to 5-6 hours of reading per week, and two hours per week on each Reading Response
(total 6 response papers=12 hours), approximately 8 hours outside of class writing your
policy analysis, and approximately 12-16 hours completing the final project.
Course Policies
• Academic Integrity and Plagiarism
Students should properly acknowledge and document all sources of information (e.g.
quotations, paraphrases, ideas). If there is any question about whether an act constitutes
academic misconduct, it is the student’s obligation to clarify the question with the
instructor. Please contact me with any questions you have about academic conduct.
Additional information about maintaining your academic integrity is available at

integrity.uoregon.edu; information about a common form of academic misconduct,
plagiarism, is available at http://library.uoregon/guides/plagiarism/students/index.html.
• Deadlines, Extensions, Incompletes
Assignments and other work are due before or on the dates specified in the syllabus.
Extensions or incompletes are only granted in the case of extreme medical and personal
emergency, which must be documented. You must notify me as soon as possible if you
are experiencing an emergency that will prevent you from completing an assignment on
time. Variations of the assignment requirements may be necessary for work that is late.
Where specified accepted late work may result in point deductions.
• Grade Disputes Policy
Students that wish to dispute grades must do so in writing with thorough justification.
Written grade disputes must be followed up with me during office hours. Disputes must
be submitted to me at least twenty-fours in advance of an appointment. Please note that
a dispute does not guarantee a better grade.
• Email
Email is the best way to contact me, but please note that I will likely only respond to
email between 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. M-F. : Email has become a space of casual conversation
and conversational safety. Please email me utilizing the respect and formality that you
would use in a conversation with me as your professor.
• Accommodations
The University of Oregon seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services, and
activities for students with physical, sensory, cognitive, systemic, learning, and
psychiatric disabilities. The Accessible Education Center works to create and sustain
physical, curricular, and informational environments that are informed by and
responsive to the diverse characteristics and experiences of students with disabilities and
variations of ability. If you will need accommodations in the class, reasonable prior
notice needs to be given to the Accessible Education Center at uoaec@uoregon.edu.
The Center will work with you and I will gladly make arrangements for
accommodations. All written information in this course can be made available in
alternative format with prior notification to the Accessible Education Center. My office is
in Alder 203, but the Alder Building is not ADA compliant, please don’t hesitate to let
me know if you would like to meet elsewhere.
• Harassment, Discrimination, and Sexual Misconduct
The University of Oregon is committed to ensuring that all students have access to a
quality learning experience and the opportunity to pursue their academic goals in a safe,
supportive, and inclusive learning environment. Any form of sexual harassment, sexual
assault, relationship violence, and gender-based stalking and bullying is contrary to the
community values of the institution. Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment
based on sex and gender is a Civil Rights offense subject to the same kinds of

accountability and the same kinds of support applied to offenses against other protected
categories such as race, national origin, and so on. For more information about policies
and resources or confidential reporting options, see the Office of Affirmative Action and
Equal Opportunity: http://aaeo.uoregon.edu/ or the Office of the Dean of Students’ page
on Student Conduct and Community Standards: http://dos.uoregon.edu/conduct
• Classroom Climate Statement: It is my belief that we must create a climate in this
course where everyone can speak about difficult topics openly. We don’t have to agree
with each other or “convert” others to our way of thinking. We do, however, have to
respect that others may have opinions and experiences that are significantly different
from our own and which may even trouble us deeply. To promote a positive learning
environment, we must engage in respectful communication practices, where it is
perfectly okay to disagree, but must not attack each other in the process of challenging
our ideas.
Schedule of Course Topics and Readings
(Readings should be done by the date listed)
**Please note that I reserve the right to change this schedule as necessary. Any changes will be announced
in class and posted on Canvas. You are responsible for being aware of any changes whether or not you
attend class.

Week 1

Immigration in the Context of Colonization and Imperialism

1/8

Introductions, Course Requirements and Expectations

1/10

Establishing a Framework
Readings: *“Settler Colonialism” by Dean Istuji Saranillo from
Native Studies Keywords, (pages 284-296) on Canvas.
-“What is Border Imperialism?” in Undoing Border Imperialism,
(pages 37-78).
Ø Introduce Yourself on Canvas by Friday January 12, 2 points
of participation grade.
Immigration, Labor, and Resistance in Oregon

Week 2
1/15

No Class Meeting, MLK Observed

1/17

Early Immigration in the Pacific Northwest
Readings: Of Forests and Fields, (Introduction - Chapter 3, pages
1-81)
Ø Reading response due by 12:00pm on Canvas

Week 3
1/ 22

Immigrant Rights and Family Rights
Immigrant Organizing and PCUN

Readings: Of Forests and Fields, (CH 4 – Epilogue, pages 82-137)
1/24

Week 4

Gender and the Politics of Family
Readings: “Introduction: Immigrant Rights Activism and the
Family Paradox” in Family Activism: Immigrant Struggles and the
Politics of NonCitizenship. (pages 1-22)
And Chapter 1 (pages 23-37)
Ø Reading Response Due by 12:00pm on Canvas
The Dream Act: Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals

1/29

Motherhood and Immigrant Activism
Readings: Family Activism: Immigrant Struggles and the Politics
of NonCitizenship, (Chapters 2-3, pages 38-96)

1/31

The Dream Act and Family Politics
Readings: Family Activism: Immigrant Struggles and the Politics
of NonCitizenship (Chapter 4 – Conclusion, pages 97-140)
Ø Reading Response Due by 12:00pm on Canvas

Week 5

DACA: Policy Analysis

2/5

Dreamers as Political Actors
Readings: *“Undocumented and Unafraid: The DREAM Act 5
and the Public Disclosure of Undocumented Status as a Political
Act,” by René Galindo (pages 589-611). Available on Canvas

2/7

Impact and Policy Analysis
Readings: *The Dream Act: Hearing Before the Subcommittee on
Immigration, Refugees and Border Security of the Committee on
the Judiciary, United States Senate, One Hundred Twelfth
Congress, first session, June 28, 2011 (pages 1-135)
Ø Group and Individual Presentations of thematic
examinations of policy provisions and impact of the
rescinding of DACA

Week 6
2/12

Individual Policy and Impact Analysis Due 2/9/2017 by 5:00pm
on Canvas.
From Exclusion to Removal
Historical Legacies of Exclusionist Policy
Readings: *“Immigration, Racialization, and Citizenship: Asian
American Critique” from Immigrant Acts by Lisa Lowe (pages 1-

36).
2/14

Week 7

Youth Activism and Community Organizing
Readings: “Introduction” Uncivil Youth: Race, Activism, and
Affirmative Governmentality (pages 1-25; and chapter 2, 45-72)
Ø Reading Response due by 12:00pm on Canvas
Resisting Deportation Nation

2/19

Cambodian Repatriation Agreement
Readings: Uncivil Youth: Race, Activism, and Affirmative
Governmentality (chapter 3-4, pages 73-119)

2/21

Resisting Cambodian Forced Removals
Readings: Uncivil Youth: Race, Activism, and Affirmative
Governmentality (pages 121-130).
Ø Reading Response due by 12:00pm on Canvas

Week 8

No One Is Illegal

2/26

Racialization and Religion in Community Organizing
Readings: *“Muslim American Immigrants after 9 /11: The
Struggle for Civil Rights” in God’s Heart Has No Borders, by
Pierette Hondagneu-Sotelo, (pages 27-52)
*”Don’t Deport Our Daddies” by Monisha Das Gupta, in
Gender and Society (pages 83-105).
Assignment: Reading Response due by 12:00pm on Canvas

2/28

No One Is Illegal: A Global Movement
Readings: Undoing Border Imperialism, edited by Harsha Walia
(Chapter 2 pages 97-156)
Ø Reading Response due by 12:00pm on Canvas

Week 9

Grassroots for Immigrant Rights in Decolonial Frameworks

3/5

Strategy and Tactics in Grassroots Organizing
Readings: Undoing Border Imperialism, edited by Harsha Walia
(Chapter 3-4, pages 171- 244).

3/7

Journeys Toward Decolonization Group and Individual
Readings: Conclusion in Undoing Border Imperialism, (pages
247-276)
Ø Reading Response due by 12:00pm on Canvas

Week 10

Immigrant Rights Projects

3/12

Group and Individual Presentations

3/14

Group and Individual Presentations

