In this course students will read a range of literatures: slave narratives, activist manifestos, speeches, essays, novels and science fiction.

The central analytical questions students will be challenged to ask concern narrative strategy, political and geographical context: What rhetorical tactics do the authors employ? What is at stake politically in these choices? Where and when are they writing from?

Part I. The course opens with the writings of fugitive slaves and radical black abolitionists. We will consider how these writers worked together, and how they differed in their political perspectives.

Part II. In the second section we will look at how authors related their environment to the social issues and themes of their work. We will consider what is called black ‘literary realism.’

Part II. We will consider two essayists, and how they speak to specific historical moments, James Baldwin to the Civil rights and Black Power movements, June Jordan to the conservative Reagan and Bush eras, and about war.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Part IV. In the last section we will consider black-authored science fiction as metaphorical studies of human absurdity, possibility and limitation.
