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Randall V. Mills Archives 
453 PLC 1287 University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR 97403 
(541) 346-3925 
 

Archives Terms 
 

Choose terms that apply to your project and copy them to the appropriate fields on the 
Master Sheet. These terms will be the search terms for your project in the archives’ 
collections database. Additional terms may be found in the AFS Ethnographic Thesaurus at 
http://openfolklore.org/et/index.htm 
 
 
INFORMANTS 
 
A-Z  
[Enter names of informants.] 
[Use form: Last, First M.] 
 
GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS 
 
1) US States (States A-Z) 
2) US Territories 
3) Africa 
4) Asia 
5) Central America 
6) Eurasia 
7) Europe 
8) North America 
9) South America 
10) South Pacific  
11) Other Countries (to be removed)  
12) Oregon  

a) Counties 
b) Cities (A-Z) 
c) Eugene 
d) U of O Campus 
e) Portland 
f) Salem 

 
 
FOLK GROUPS 
 
1) Age  

a) Adult  
b) Children  
c) Seniors  

d) Teens  
2) Clubs/Organizations  

a) Alumni  
b) Boy Scouts  
c) Campfire girls  
d) Church  
e) Fraternities  
f) Girl Scouts  
g) Sororities  

3) Ecomonic/ Class  
4) Family  
5) Recreational  

a) Auto/Cycle  
b) Camp/ Camp Counselors  
c) Collectors  
d) Dance  
e) Fishing  
f) Hobbies  
g) McKenzie Raiders  
h) Performers (Re-enactors)  
i) Pilots/ Skydivers  
j) Skateboarders  
k) Sports  

6) Regional/ National/ Ethnic  
a) Africa  
b) Asia  

i) Chinese/Chinese American  
ii) Indian  
iii) Indochinese  
iv) Japanese/ Japanese-American  
v) Korean/ Korean-American  
vi) Malayan  
vii) Taiwanese  

c) Europe  
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i) Belgian  
ii) British  
iii) Czechoslovakian  
iv) Dutch  
v) French  
vi) Estonian  
vii) German/ Austrian  
viii) Greek  
ix) Hungarian  
x) Icelandic  
xi) Irish  
xii) Italian  
xiii)  Lithuanian  
xiv)  Polish  
xv) Portuguese  
xvi)  Rumanian  
xvii) Russian  
xviii) Scandinavian  
xix) Spanish  
xx) Swiss  
xxi) Ukrainian  
xxii) Yugoslavian  

d) Middle East  
i) Jewish/ Israeli  

e) North America  
f) Canadian  

i) French-Canadian  
g) Caribbean  
h) United States  

i) African-American  
ii) California  
iii) East Central States  
iv) Hawaii  
v) Middle Atlantic  
vi) Native American  
vii) New England  
viii) Northwest  
ix) South Central  
x) Southeast  
xi) Southwest  
xii) West Central  

i) Oceania 
j) South America 

7) Occupational  
a) Accounting  
b) Agriculture/ Forestry/ Fishing  

i) Animals/ Farming  
ii) Fishery  

iii) Forestry  
iv) Gardening  
v) Hunting/Trapping  
vi) Mining  

c) Art  
d) Benchwork  
e) Clerical/ Secretarial  
f) Computing  
g) Crafts  
h) Education  
i) Entertainment/Recreation  
j) Illegal  
k) Machine Trades  
l) Museum/ Library  
m) Processing  

i) Food  
ii) Leather/ Textiles  
iii) Metal  
iv) Paper  
v) Petroleum/ Gas  
vi) Stone  
vii) Wood  

n) Professional  
i) Administrative/ Managerial  
ii) Architecture/ Engineering  
iii) Law  
iv) Pharmacists  

o) Religion 
p) Sales 
q) Science 

i) Life Sciences  
ii) Math/ Physical Sciences  

r) Services  
s) Students  

i) Preschool  
ii) Elementary  
iii) Junior High/ MiddleSchool  
iv) High School  
v) College  
vi) Foreign  

t) Writing  
8) Religion  

a) Baptist  
b) Buddhist  
c) Catholic  
d) Folk 
e) Goddess Worship  
f) Islam  
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g) Judaism  
h) Mennonite  
i) Methodist  
j) Mormons  
k) Protestant  
l) Quakers  

9) Sex/ Gender  
a) Female  

i) Menarche  
ii) Mothers/ Pregnancy  

b) Lesbian/ Gay/ Bisexual  
c) Men  

10) Situational  
a) Apartment/ Dorm Residents  
b) Bar  
c) Criminals/ Prisoners  
d) Disabled  
e) Situational continued 
f) Hitchhikers  
g) Pet Owners  
h) Pioneers/ Homesteaders  
i) Pop music culture  
j) Rural  
k) Sports  
l) Subculture  

i) Activists  
ii) Counterculture  
iii) Draft-dodgers  
iv) Drug  
v) Hobos  
vi) Motorcycle gangs  

m) Tourists  
n) Urban  

 
 
GENRES 
 
1) Anecdote  
2) Beliefs & Customs  

a) Animals, Animal Husbandry  
b) Athletes, Sports  
c) Automobiles  
d) Birthdays  
e) Camplore/ Clubs  
f) Cosmic Phenomena  
g) Death and Funeral Customs  
h) Divination  
i) Economic, Social Relationship  

j) Ethnic/ Regional National  
i) Africa  
ii) African American  
iii) Australian  
iv) Basque  
v) Chinese  
vi) East European  
vii) German/ German American  
viii) Hawaiian  
ix) Irish/ Irish-American  
x) Italian/ Italian American  
xi) Jewish  
xii) Korean/ Korean-American  
xiii) Mexican/ Mexican-American  
xiv) Middle Eastern  
xv) Pacific Islands  
xvi) Roma (Gypsy)  
xvii) Scandinavian  

k) Evil Eye  
l) Fishing/ Maritime  
m) Gambling/ Chance  
n) Ghosts  
o) Good Luck Charms  
p) Hitchhikers  
q) Holidays  
r) Home  
s) Human Body  

i) Folk Medicine  
ii) Tattoos/ Body Piercing  
iii) Pregnancy  
iv) Menstration  

t) Hunting  
u) Lesbian/ Gay/ Bisexual  
v) Love, Courtship, Marriage  
w) Material Culture  
x) Miscellaneous  
y) Military/ Vets  
z) Motorcycles  
aa) Numbers  
bb)   

i) Logging  
cc) Oregon  
dd) Plants, Gardening  
ee) Political  
ff) Prison  
gg) Quilting  
hh) Religion 

i) Catholic  
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ii) Student  
i) College  

(1) U of O  
ii) High School  

jj) Supernatural Beings  
kk) Theaters  
ll) Travel, Communication  
mm) UFO, Alien Abduction  
nn) United States  
oo) Water Witching (Dowsing)  
pp) Wishing Wells  
qq) Witchcraft, Witches  
rr) Women  

3) Celebrations  
a) Festivals & Holidays  
b) Life Cycle  
c) Religious  
d) Year Cycles  

4) Children’s Folklore  
5) Community Events  
6) Computer Folklore  
7) Conversational Genre  
8) Counter-Culture Folklore  
9) Dance  
10) Drama  
11) Epic Poetry  
12) Epitaphs  
13) Family Folklore  
14) Feminism  
15) Films  
16) Folklore & Literature  
17) Folklore Scholars  
18) Folklore & Storytelling  
19) Folklore Theory  
20) Folktale  

a) Aarne-Thompson Tale Types  
b) Parables  

21) Foodways  
22) Games  

a) Ball  
b) Car  
c) Card  
d) Circle  
e) College  
f) Counting Out  
g) Drinking  
h) Ethnic  
i) Hand 

j) Hiding 
k) Jump Rope 
l) Kissing 
m) Speech 
n) Stunt 
o) Tag 
p) Video/ Computer 

23) Gestures 
24) Graffiti 

a) Academic 
b) Advertisement 
c) Drug-related 
d) Ethnic 
e) Lesbian/Gay 
f) Humorous 
g) Latrinalia 
h) Love 
i) Men 
j) Philosophical 
k) Scatological 
l) Sexual 
m) Women 

25) Heroes / Anti-heroes 
26) Instrumental Music 
27) Jokes 

a) Children’s 
b) College 
c) Disaster 
d) Elephant 
e) Ethnic 
f) Insults 
g) Knock-knock 
h) Moron 
i) Occupational 
j) Political 
k) Practical 
l) Puns 
m) Religious 
n) Riddle 
o) Sexual 
p) Sports 

28) Legends 
a) American 
b) Children 
c) College 
d) Drug 
e) Ethnic 

i) African-American 
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ii) Hawaiian 
iii) Native American 

f) Family 
g) Historical 
h) Hitchhiking 
i) Medical 
j) Modern Horror 
k) Naming 
l) Occupational 

i) Military 
m) Oregon 
n) Prison 
o) Religious 
p) Urban 

29) Mass Media 
a) Films  
b) Comics  
c) Magazines  
d) Radio  
e) TV  

30) Material Culture  
a) Agriculture 
b) Architecture  

i) Barns  
ii) Bridges/ Covered Bridges  
iii) Churches  
iv) Porches 

c) Art 
i) Ceramics 

d) Craft 
e) Dolls / Dollhouses 
f) Easter Eggs 
g) Ethnic 

i) Native American 
h) Fences 
i) Firearms 
j) Fishing 
k) Floral 
l) Food 

i) Coffee 
ii) Drug-related 
iii) Ethnic 

(1) African-American 
(2) Greek 
(3) Italian 
(4) Japanese 
(5) Jewish 
(6) Native American 

(7) Polish 
(8) Scandinavian 

iv) Fish 
v) Holiday 
vi) Religious 

(1) Easter 
m) Furniture 
n) Glass 
o) Harness making 
p) Household utensils 
q) Hunting / Fishing 
r) Mailboxes 
s) Musical instruments 
t) Medicine 
u) Metal 
v) Mining 
w) Pipe-making 
x) Quilts 
y) Rugs 
z) Sailing 
aa) Sculpture 
bb) Skiers 
cc) Soap 
dd) Stone 
ee) Surfer 
ff) Tatoos, piercing 
gg) Textiles 
hh) Tombstones 
ii) Tools 
jj) Toys 
kk) Transportation 
ll) Water-witching 
mm) Weathervanes 
nn) Yard art 

31) Museums 
32) Mythology 
33) Oral History 

a) Feuds and battles 
b) Depression 
c) Individual life histories 
d) Women 
e) Ku Klux Klan 
f) Occupational 
g) Oregon 

34) Personal Experience Narratives  
a) American  
b) Campus  
c) Cars  
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d) Children  
e) Computers  
f) Druglore  
g) Ethnic  

i) African American  
ii) Hawaiian  
iii) Native American  

h) Family  
i) Ghost Stories/ Supernatural  

i) Bigfoot/ Sasquatch  
ii) UFO  

j) Humor  
k) Medicine  
l) Occupational  

i) Military  
m) Oregon  
n) Religious  
o) Sports  
p) Women  

35) Poetry  
a) Ethnic  
b) Occupational  
c) Religious  

36) Proverbs  
37) Religion  

a) Belief & Custom  
b) Rituals  
c) Specific Denominations  
d) Songs  

38) Rhymes  
a) Belief  
b) Children’s  
c) Circular  
d) Counting Out  
e) Drinking/ Obscene  
f) Game  
g) Graffiti  
h) Jump Rope  
i) Limericks  
j) Nonsense  

39) Riddles  
40) Rituals  
41) Songs/ Music  

a) Ballad  
b) Dance  
c) Drinking  
d) Ethnic  
e) Foreign Countries  

f) Greece  
g) Humorous  
h) Instrumental  
i) Lullabies  
j) Nonsense  
k) Occupational  
l) Popular  
m) Recreational  
n) Religious  
o) Sexual  

42) Speech  
a) Blaison Populaire  
b) Dozens  
c) Games  
d) Jargon  
e) Mnemonic Devices  
f) Nicknames  
g) Phrases  
h) Puns  
i) Religious  
j) Single Words  
k) Slang  
l) Toasts  

43) Stereotypes  
44) Tall Tales  
45) Thesis  
46) Traditional Manuscripts  
47) Urban Folklore  
48) Xeroxography 
 


