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Abstract: In disability studies, the concept of “dys-appearance” refers to bodies made visible through
disabling social norms, practices, and environments. Chronic lack of shelter and access to private
facilities often produce dys-appearance, as private lives are forced into public spaces. In this talk
I consider three forms of security—in law, capital, and recognition—that contribute to this privatepublic dynamic of “homelessness” today: the policing and criminalization of the unhoused; mortgage
securitization; and social recognition that supports trust and mitigates personal vulnerability or
insecurity, that is, security as a dimension of “home.” Each of these works to define the public and
private, but only the last, I argue, does not seek security at the expense of the insecurity of others.
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