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A Letter from the Department Head

G

reetings! This year, I would like to update you on two exciting
new developments:

Influx of new faculty: Last year we had searches for three new
faculty, but ended up recruiting five excellent members to the core
research faculty in our department. We haven’t seen such real growth
in our numbers for a long time and it is a testament to the central
role our teaching and research plays on campus. See pages 2 and 3 in
this newsletter, for details about profiles of the new faculty members.
We also welcome Dr. Ruth Ellingson as a new clinical research
professor who complements our clinical training of both graduate and
undergraduate students.

Influx of new centers: Three new research centers were either formed
within our department or joined forces with us during this last year. The Center for Digital Mental
Health (Director: Nick Allen, https://www.c4dmh.net) supports research, and builds digital tools,
to enhance mental health. The Center for Translational Neuroscience (Director: Phil Fisher, http://
ctn.uoregon.edu) translates knowledge from basic neuroscience and applies it to improve wellbeing, promote resilience, and mitigate the effects of early adverse experiences. The Center for
Brain Injury Research and Training (Director: Ann Glang, https://cbirt.org) devises resources for
schools and families to help children with brain injury. Combined, they add significantly to our
department’s research profile and our ability to translate basic science into real-world outcomes.
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One late update, on a very sad note, our colleague and dear friend Professor Emerita Helen
Neville passed away this October. For the department and the University, Helen was an
extremely important and forceful presence. Helen was one of the most influential and visionary
psychologists and neuroscientists of her time and she was honored by the William James Fellow
Award from APS and a membership in the National Academy of Science. Helen is greatly
missed. We have set up a tribute page if you’d like to share your memories and thoughts: https://
psychology.uoregon.edu/neville-tribute/
Finally, if you are interested in a deep dive into everything that happens in our department check
out our first ever “State of the Department” report that provides a detailed account of our activities
and progress: https://tinyurl.com/ya7qx8y7.
As always, we welcome your comments as well as news about significant events or activities in
your own lives. Please submit updates at the website (psychology.uoregon.edu/2016/08/19/
alumni-updates), contact us by e-mail at newsletter@psych.uoregon.edu, or write to Elliot
Berkman, our newsletter editor, at Department of Psychology, 1227 University of Oregon, Eugene,
Oregon 97403-1227. You can also find us on Facebook www.facebook.com/ uopsychology and on
Twitter at @UOPsych.
Best wishes for the coming year!

PSY

Ulrich Mayr
Department Head
psychology.uoregon.edu
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Welcome New Faculty We are thrilled to welcome a

Carolyn Allard, alum of the
dynamics lab (PhD, 2007) was
just elected president of Division
56 (Trauma psychology) of APA.
Congratulations Carolyn!

record five new faculty members to our department this year!

Jennifer Miner Weaver (BA, 2003)
was recently tenured at Boise State
University in the Department of
Psychology. She is enjoying life with
her husband (a fellow Duck) and
their three beautiful children.
Marina Gross (BS, 2015) received a
three-year NSF Graduate Research
Fellowship (2017) for her work at
Washington University in St. Louis
(in a PhD program). At this year’s
Psychonomic Conference, she was
awarded a travel and networking
award by the Psychonomic Society &
Women in Cognitive Sciences.
Steve J. Legallet (BS, 1981) writes
that after 23 years of service as
a Senior Mental Health Client
Specialist for Santa Cruz County
Children’s Mental Health, he is now
providing psychotherapy services
to the community as a Marriage &
Family Therapist in Private Practice
in Capitola, CA.
Alex Bies (PhD, 2017) will be
starting as an Assistant Professor of
Psychology at Gonzaga University
starting in the fall of 2018.
Jennifer M. Gómez (PhD, 2017)
won a Ford Foundation Postdoctoral
Fellowship from the National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering,
& Medicine, the Trainee Award
for the 2018 Summer Training
Institute for Research in Child
Abuse and Neglect funded by the
National Institute of Child Health
and Human Development, and did
program review for the clinical trial,
Supporting Survivors and the Self:
An Intervention for Social Supports
of Survivors of Partner Abuse and
Sexual Aggression funded by NIAAA.
She also presented her work with the
Help Not Handcuffs non-profit at the
United Nations Commission
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The theme for this group is building on our strengths and extending in new directions. In the socialpersonality area, David Condon and Sara Weston add to our already strong personality group and
bring new expertise in big data and health. In the cognitive-neuroscience area, Sarah Dubrow and
Ben Hutchinson further strengthens the research in our department on memory, attention, and
executive function and expands our repertoire of experimental and multivariate analytical tools.
Kate Mills rounds out our expertise in developmental social neuroscience and adds knowledge and
experience in open science and international collaboration.

David Condon
David Condon comes to the University of Oregon from Northwestern
University where he was an Assistant Professor in the department
of Medical Social Sciences. He is also a graduate of Northwestern,
having received his PhD in Psychology in 2014. His research focuses
on the measurement of individual differences across a wide range of
psychological domains, including personality, cognitive ability, emotion,
and engagement. Using large-scale data sets collected online, David’s
research has led to the development of several new measurement tools and a more informed
understanding of the ways that these psychological domains relate to one another. He is currently
getting started on a new line of research funded by the National Institute on Aging to develop a
mobile-phone based tool for measuring longitudinal changes in cognitive function. Condon says,
“I’m most excited about the opportunity to join the vibrant and enthusiastic team of scientists at
UO.” When he’s not on campus, he expects you’ll find him on the hiking trails around Eugene!

Sara Weston
Sara Weston was previously a postdoctoral fellow in the Medical Social
Sciences department at Northwestern University. She received her PhD in
Psychology from Washington University in St. Louis in 2017. Her research
focuses on the ways in which personality is associated with or influences
health, especially through behavioral and emotional mechanisms. Sara
is especially interested in the role of personality post-diagnosis, such
as how people differ in their capacity and willingness to change their
lifestyle and take responsibility for their health. Her work often takes a longitudinal perspective, for
example, by examining how traits may serve as risk factors for health over decades or by charting
idiographic responses to health symptoms over time. Sara has also committed herself to open and
transparent science and is working to develop new tools to keep her own research open. Weston
says, “I love the collaborative spirit of UO. Nearly every person I’ve talked to has inspired me to take
my research to new and surprising places. I cannot wait to start new projects with my colleagues.”

Share Your Alumni
Updates with Us!
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Elliot Berkman, Newsletter Director
Department of Psychology,
1227 University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 97403-1227
psychology.uoregon.edu
newsletter@psych.uoregon.edu
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Kate Mills

Alumni News
Continued from page 2

Former University of Oregon postdoctoral researcher Kate Mills has now
joined the faculty as an Assistant Professor. Kate completed her PhD in
neuroscience at University College London and undergraduate degree
at Portland State University. She also received pre-doctoral and postdoctoral training in Dr. Damien Fair’s lab at Oregon Health and Sciences
University, and is a former Research Associate at the Oregon Research
Institute. Her research focuses on the intertwined social, biological,
and cognitive processes that underlie the development of skills needed to navigate the social
environment. A main goal of this research is to understand how the prolonged development
of certain brain systems can facilitate cultural learning during childhood and adolescence. Her
research combines longitudinal social network analytic approaches with laboratory and social
environmental measures to understand how a child’s social environment affects the development
of cognitive and behavioral strategies. Kate says, “I feel fortunate to be in a department with such
excellent students and a progressive attitude towards open and reproducible science.”

Ben Hutchinson
Ben Hutchinson comes to the University of Oregon from Northeastern
University where he was an assistant professor of psychology. Before his
time in Boston, he was a post-doctoral fellow at Princeton University
and received his PhD from Stanford University. His research focuses
on how our we are able to interact with our memories and how our
memories guide our interactions with our world. Specifically, he
uses a combination of behavioral and neuroimaging techniques to
better understand how we might attend to information retrieved from the past, and how such
information might guide the focus of attention in our visual world. He has previously taught
courses on memory, cognitive neuroscience, and scientific programming and he will be teaching
courses on cognition and neuroscience here at Oregon. Ben says, “I’m thrilled to join my new
colleagues and interacting with the students here at U of O, particularly at a time when the
department and the university are growing in such exciting new directions.”

Sarah DuBrow
Sarah DuBrow comes to the University of Oregon from the Princeton
Neuroscience Institute, where she was a postdoctoral researcher. She
completed her PhD at New York University and undergraduate degree
at Stanford University. Her research investigates how we learn the
structure of our environments and how we use that structure to organize
our memories and guide our decisions. Using behavioral and cognitive
neuroscience techniques, she probes how the brain balances the need
to maintain stable thought patterns while still being flexible enough to update when the world
changes. Currently, she is investigating when and how the brain can support multitasking and
what consequences it has for later memory. She will be teaching courses on the psychology
and neuroscience of learning, memory and decision making. Sarah says, “I’m so excited to be
joining this fantastic group of researchers and educators in a department with a long tradition
of groundbreaking psychological science. I look forward to working with the innovative and
forward-thinking students of UO to make discoveries about human learning.”
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on Narcotic Drugs, “Institutional
betrayal against people who use
drugs” in March of 2018. She also
began a position in the Postdoctoral
to Faculty Transition Program at
Wayne State University
Elif Isbell (PhD, 2015) will be
starting as a developmental science
postdoctoral training fellow in the
Department of Psychology at the
University of Michigan.
Kathryn Becker-Blease (BS,
1998, PhD, 2002) began a new
position as Director of the School
of Psychological Science at Oregon
State University in December of 2017.
Cindy Liu (PhD, 2008) was
promoted to Assistant Professor at
Harvard Medical School late 2017. In
July of 2018, she moved from Beth
Israel Deaconess Medical Center
to Brigham and Women’s Hospital
in Boston to join the Departments
of Pediatric Newborn Medicine
and Psychiatry. She currently
has a grant from NIMH to follow
high-risk pregnant women with
psychosis and depression over the
course of pregnancy, to understand
underlying stress mechanisms
that may lead to later impairment
among their newborns. She also has
a grant from the Hope and Grace
Foundation where she and her team
are implementing and evaluating
group based prenatal care in Chinese
immigrant pregnant women from
Boston Chinatown. Pilot funds from
the Templeton Foundation will
allow the team to track women over
the time to identify psychosocial
stressors and perinatal outcomes
among women and infants.
Amanda Van Scoyoc (PhD, 2016)
is the recipient of a Visionary Grant
from the American Psychological
Foundation.
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Psychology Grant News
The Psychology faculty submitted 20 grant applications
covering a wide range of research topics over the 12 months
and secured 8 new grant awards during the same period. The
Department has 27 active research awards. Here are a few
highlights from the past year’s successful grant submissions:
Nick Allen – Mobile Assessment for the Prediction of Suicide (NIH/
NIMH) Suicide is the second leading cause of death among
adolescents, and despite this pressing public health crisis,
little is known about factors that confer imminent risk for
suicide. However, recent advancements in mobile technologies
afford the capacity to monitor known risk factors —including
emotional distress, social dysfunction, and sleep disturbance.
This research will leverage adolescents’ natural use of
smartphone technology, along with advanced signal processing
and computational modeling to identify promising short-term
predictors of suicide among high-risk adolescents.
Elliot Berkman “Neural Signature of Craving” (NIH/NCI) In this
project we will construct, validate, and share a neural signature
of craving for cancer-promoting substances and test the extent
to which this signature is general across substances and
whether it is substance-specific. The outcome of this research
will inform cancer control by (a) constructing, validating, and
freely sharing a tool that can be applied to human functional
neuroimaging data that quantifies a person’s experience of
craving for a depicted substance without requiring an overt
response from the person and (b) quantifying the similarity
of the underlying neural encoding of craving for various
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cancer-promoting substances, thereby enabling translation of
knowledge about craving across cancer control domains.
Brice Kuhl “Functional Contributions of Lateral Parietal Cortex
to Episodic Memory” (NSF) Cognitive neuroscience studies of
episodic memory have consistently observed that activity
in lateral parietal cortex increases during successful
remembering, suggesting a role for LPC in memory. However,
the specific way in which LPC contributes to memory remains
a subject of intense debate. The current proposal represents a
comprehensive and systematic program of research that will
culminate in the development of a new theoretical account of
how LPC contributes to memory. In addition, the project will
involve local middle school students in exploring the use of
math in context. The goal of the school outreach is to foster
students’ interest, awareness, and enthusiasm for careers that
involve math.
Jeff Measelle and Dare Baldwin collaboration with Mt. Saint
Vincent’s University (Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation).
Thiamine deficiency in infants is a significant cause of
premature albeit preventable mortality in SE Asia. Simple
fortification of household salt could save thousands of lives
annually. In this randomized clinical trial, nursing mothers
will receive Thiamine supplements to determine the level of
fortification needed to protect newborn infants. In addition to
reducing mortality and morbidity, the project aims to follow
families for six months after birth to determine whether
Thiamine fortification also protects infants’ neurological,
cognitive, and socioemotional development.
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Graduate Student and Faculty Awards
Faculty
Jennifer Ablow received a 2018 Incubating Interdisciplinary
Initiatives (I3) award for a collaborative project with Elinor
Sullivan from the UO’s Human Physiology Department.
Dare Baldwin received a Faculty Excellence Award from the
UO’s Office of the Vice President for Research and Innovation.
Elliot Berkman received the 2018 Janet Taylor Spence Award
for Transformative Early Career Contributions from the
Association for Psychological Science. Dr. Berkman also
received the Excellence Award for Outstanding Mentorship
in Graduate Studies from the UO Graduate School.
Sara Hodges won the first annual Marjorie Taylor Art of
Teaching Award from the department of psychology
Brice Kuhl received a National Science Foundation Faculty
Early Career Development (CAREER) Award.
Maureen Zalewski was named a 2017 Rising Star by the Association for Psychological Science

Grace Binion received the Committee for an Inclusive
Community’s Inclusivity and Diversity Award.
Theresa Cheng received a TL1 year-long pre-doctoral training
fellowship funded by NIH’s National Center for Advancing
Translational Sciences.
Brendan Cullen received a 3-year Graduate Research
Fellowship from the National Science Foundation.
Sarah Donaldson won the departmental 3-Minute Thesis
(3MT) Competition.
Jessica Flannery and Jessica Kosie received a 2018-19 College
of Arts and Sciences Dissertation Research Fellowship.
Jennifer Lewis received the 2017 Student Research Award
from the International Society for the Improvement and
Teaching of Dialectical Behavior Therapy.
Elizabeth Loi received a Gary E. Smith Summer Professional
Development Award.
Ben Nelson received a 2018-2019 Graduate Student Research
Grant from the Center for the Study of Women in Society.

Graduate Students
University General Scholarship: Theresa Cheng, Jessica Flannery,
Rita Ludwig

Dori Wright received the Sandra Morgen Public Impact
Fellowship from the Graduate School.

Support the Psychology Department!
Visit psychology.uoregon.edu/giving to find links to the mail-in and secure online donation forms

2017–2018 Psychology Honor Roll
Thank you for your Generous Gifts!
Kenneth Acton ‘76
Leonard Apenahier ‘76
Burton Boyd MS ‘56
Sherry and Matthew Burlingame ‘90
Susan Burton ‘09 and Benjamin Ordonez ‘11
Wendy and Mark Comstock ‘78
Jeffery Cox ‘70
Tim Cox
Constance Davidson ‘95
Suzanne Dieringer ‘76
Teresa and David English
Martha Fraundorf
Larry Friedman MA ‘82, PhD ‘84
Bernadine and Wendell Fujino
Paul Graham Sr. ‘76
Benilda Guico ‘16
Joanne Hitchcock-Bridges ‘62, MA ‘64
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Trasie ‘94 and Jason Humble ‘93
Diane ‘92 and Robert Karl ‘92
Steven Kopel MA ‘72, PhD ‘74
John La Londe ‘71, MEd ‘72
John & Stephany LaLonde Rev In Vivos Trust
Melody ‘79 and Lann Leslie ‘78, JD ‘82
David Markley MA ‘94, PhD ‘99
Aurelia Marquez-Barrera ‘75
and Manuel Barrera Jr. PhD ‘77
Kathleen ‘90 and Cole McCandlish ‘90
Mariana McNamara
Karen ‘83 and John Nevins MBA ‘82
Donice Pancost
Michael Pendleton ‘71, MS ‘73
Barbara Perry ‘68, MA ‘76, PhD ‘93 and Robert Weiss
Roberta Ray MS ‘65, PhD ‘70
Ashlin Roy ‘16

Kathleen Snyder ‘89
Frances Summers MS ‘85 and Laurence Dietzel
Rachel and Scott Temple ‘74
Darryl S. Teruya, ‘76 Atty At Law
Cody Thomas ‘16
Isaiah Truong ‘17
Pamela and Peter Vandeneynde
Andy Villa
Amanda Violas ‘14
Natalie PhD ‘73 and Robert Warren PhD ‘70
Patricia Wood ‘63
Loretta and Mark Wray
Ann and Theodore Zahn MS ‘53
Anonymous
American Psychological Association
Springfield Utility Board
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637
therapy hours
by the PSY Clinic

29
Tenure-Track
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Outreach Events
for Team Duckling

104
Graduate Students

339
Bachelor’s
earned

14
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12,450
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