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Analog and Digital Numbering Systems

Camera Metering / The Histogram

THE ZONE SYSTEM
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Evaluative (averaged) metering: Centered
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A centered meter is not always correct! This scenario would result in a “correct” 
reading that is toward the “+” side, usually indicating that the image is 

overexposed, since the frame is filled with highlights.



Evaluative (averaged) metering: toward “+”



Evaluative (averaged) metering: 
A correct reading here would be toward “-”



LENS BASICS / TERMS
Wide , Normal, Telephoto (FOCAL LENGTHS)

*Normal lenses see as the eye sees

*Wide-angle lenses expand space, making things in the frame seem further away
*Telephoto (long) lenses compress  space and make things feel closer

PRIME vs. ZOOM (variable focal length)

*a prime lens has a single focal length, and a zoom (or variable focal length) lens can 

change, or zoom between focal lengths. NOT ALL ZOOMS ARE TELEPHOTO. 

FAST vs. SLOW

*Fast lenses open to wider apertures (f2.8, f1.8, f1.4, f1.2)
*Slower lenses have smaller maximum apertures (f3.5, f4, f5.6)

*Zoom lenses often have different maximum apertures depending on the focal length









CAMERA SETTINGS
1. EXPOSURE on MANUAL

2. QUALITY on RAW (Not RAW+JPEG or JPEG only)

3. COLOR SPACE on Adobe RGB (NOT sRGB)

4. FOCUS on AUTO (FLEXIBLE SPOT or SIMILAR)

5. WHITE BALANCE on AUTO

6. Nikon: FILE NUMBER SEQUENCE ON

7. Canon: File Number System: CONTINUOUS (NOT Auto Reset)

8. Playback screen includes Histogram

ALSO: KNOW YOUR LENSES BY NEXT WEEK 

(i.e., focal length(s) and maximum/minimum apertures).


