
What are the prospects for the develop-
ment of an Asian regional community? 
How might identity influence the formation 
of that community? Will this emerging 
community include or exclude the United 
States? In May 2010, a group of preeminent 
scholars from the United States, Japan, 
China, South Korea and India gathered in 
Beijing at a conference organized by the 
Sigur Center for Asian Studies and China 
Foreign Affairs University to discuss the 
influence of identity on the foreign policy 
of Japan, China, South Korea and India, as 
well as the impact of identity on regional 
cooperation.  

Asia is one of the most diverse regions on 
Earth. It contains countries with a broad 
spectrum of ethnicities, languages, relig-
ions, economic and political systems. Yet 
there continues to be discussion on the no-
tion of Asian community or regionalism at 
the popular, academic and policy levels in 
Asia. Two important components of iden-
tity are values and world views. This ASIA 
REPORT will explore some commonalities 
and differences between the values and 
world views of Japan, China, South Korea 
and India, and the implications of those 
values and world views on potential re-
gional cooperation. It will also examine the 
potential impact of these values and world 
views on the United States’ involvement in 

the region. 

Shared Values? 

One potential ingredient for regional coop-
eration is shared values between countries 
in the region. The following sections high-
light some of the values that are relevant in 
the Asian context. These values include 
trade; order, stability and unity; peace; 
liberal democracy; and ethnic identity. 

Trading States 

When considering Japan, China, South Ko-
rea and India, one significant shared value is 
the importance of free trade and open 
economies. All of these states share the 
identity of trading states. Although China 
may still claim to be a socialist market econ-
omy with Chinese characteristics, it has a 
vested interest in economic cooperation and 
trade with the rest of Asia and the world. 
From an Asian regional cooperation stand-
point, the shared identity of trading states 
should provide robust opportunities and 
incentives for Asian regional economic co-
operation. This value of the importance of 
free trade is also shared with the United 
States. The focus of China, Japan, South 
Korea and India on trade increases the like-
lihood that the United States will be in-
cluded in the emerging regional order.  
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Order, Stability, Unity, and Sovereignty 

Outside of the importance of trade, 
other values and identities are not nec-
essarily shared by Japan, China, India 
and South Korea. Order, stability, and 
internal unity are an important focus for 
both China and India. As a result, these 
two states also place a heavy emphasis 
on sovereignty and the non-interference 
in the domestic politics of other coun-
tries. Japan and South Korea in current 
times do not appear to emphasize order, 
stability, internal unity, and sovereignty 
as strongly as China and India.  

These shared values may lead to coop-
eration between China and India, but 
could result in friction with Japan and 
South Korea as well as an exclusion of 
the United States from an emerging 
community.  For example, although 
India is a liberal democracy, in 2007 it 
was not receptive to the idea proposed 
by Japan of a concert of democracies 
between India, Japan, Australia, Singa-
pore, and the United States. 

Peace States 

Japan and India could both be labeled as 
“peace states” as a result of their intense 
focus on non-aggression towards other 
states. Indeed Japan’s identity as a peace 
state is probably the most salient factor 
in its foreign policy. Although the iden-
tity of peace state could promote coop-
eration, other countries within Asia 
would need to believe that Japan and 
India have peaceful intentions. Despite 
Japan’s self perception, China, as well 
as many other Asian countries, do not 
recognize Japan as a peace state. In light 
of this mistrust of Japan’s intentions, it 
appears unlikely that this value will pro-
mote Asian regional cooperation. 

Liberal Democracy 

Japan, South Korea, and India are liberal 
democratic states. This shared identity 
could facilitate cooperation between 
these countries, but would not necessar-
ily help their relations with China. The 

shared value of liberal democracy could 
lead to a desire by Japan, South Korea 
and India to have the United States in-
volved in an emerging Asian regional 
community. That said, due to the fact 
that community building based on this 
value would result in an exclusion of 
China, it is unlikely to be a core value of 
an Asian regional community.  

Ethnic Identity 

China, Japan and South Korea all have a 
strong ethnic component of identity. In 
contrast, India’s identity is driven by a 
need for tolerance of diversity due to its 
own domestic ethnic composition. One 
important point is that South Korea 
arguably has both a national identity and 
a state identity that are not congruous, 
and may contain conflicting values. 
South Korea national identity sees itself 
as part of the Korean nation and 
strongly emphasizes reunification with 
North Korea. South Korea’s state iden-
tity emphasizes South Korea as an inde-
pendent, democratic state which has a 
great deal in common with other de-
mocratic states.  

Although China, Japan, and South Ko-
rea share a focus on ethnicity, they do 
not share an ethnicity, so this value is 
unlikely to result in regional coopera-
tion.  

Shared World Views? 

In addition to shared values, orientation 
within the international system and the 
resulting world views of these countries 
influences identity and potential for 
regional cooperation. It also impacts the 
degree to which the United States will 
be included in the developing regional 
community. 

China and India 

China and India are both rising powers 
and developing countries. In addition, 
these two countries are civilizations as 
well as states. They also both see an 
emerging multi-polarity in the interna-
tional system. These commonalities 
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could result in shared priorities be-
tween China and India in the formation 
of a regional community. On the other 
hand, Japan, South Korea and the 
United States do not share these traits, 
so China and India’s stances resulting 
from these world views could cause 
friction with those states. 

Colonial Subjugation 

One important shared world view 
among China, India and South Korea is 
a bitter history of colonial subjugation. 
Although this shared world view may 
enhance cooperation between these 
countries, it could also be detrimental 
to regional cooperation due to Japan’s 
past history as a colonizer. This shared 
world view will likely lead to tensions 
with Japan, the United States and the 
West in general. It would point to-
wards an exclusion of the United States 
from an Asian regional community.   

Orientation towards the West 

Finally, orientation towards the West 
could impact regional cooperation. 
Japan and South Korea are both formal 
allies of the United States. Japan con-
siders itself to be a member of the 
West.  Japan, South Korea, and India 
all consider their relations with the 
United States to be their most impor-
tant international relationship. China 
may consider the United States to be 
its most important bilateral relation-
ship, but it does not consider itself a 
member of the West and does not have 
a formal alliance with the United 
States. This orientation of Japan, South 
Korea and India towards the West 
could cause conflict with China due to 
China’s resentment arising from its 
history of colonial subjugation. Al-
though this orientation towards the 
West could lead to a desire by Japan, 
South Korea and India to include the 
United States in the regional order, it 
could also alienate China. 

 



Conclusion 

As discussed above, there are a plethora 
of values and world views within Asia. 
The only values shared by Japan, China, 
South Korea and India is the desirability 
of free trade. Other values and world 
views discussed are only held by a sub-
set of these countries. India and China 
share an intense desire for order, stabil-
ity, unity and respect for sovereignty. 
Japan and India see themselves as peace 
states, even if other countries may not 
be convinced. Japan and South Korea 
are liberal democratic states. China, 
Japan, and South Korea have a strong 
focus on ethnic identity. China and India 
are both rising powers and developing 
countries and see themselves as not just 
states but also civilizations. China, In-
dia, and South Korea share bitterness 
over past colonial domination. South 
Korea and Japan are allies with the 
United States and have a strong affilia-
tion with the West. 

From an identity standpoint, in order to 
form an Asian regional community, 
shared values and world views will need 
to be developed within Asia. They do 
not currently exist among all of the four 
countries examined in this brief: China, 
Japan, South Korea and India. In addi-
tion, strong anti-Western world views 
in the region persisting from colonial 

experience could become a barrier to 
inclusion of the United States in a future 
Asian regional community.  

This REPORT addresses identity issues 
using sovereign states as the unit of 
analysis, examining what tend to be the 
dominant perspectives and values at the 
national level. On each of those issues, 
internal debates and divides tend to 
exist in each of the countries covered by 
the REPORT. The macro level analysis 
in this REPORT does not, therefore, 
exhaust the relevant links between iden-
tity and regional cooperation in Asia. 
Also, further work is required in order 
to address problems of causal over-
determination in examining those links. 
For example, signing a free trade agree-
ment may be a consequence of a com-
mitment to a laissez-faire ideology or it 
may be a means of seeking to solidify a 
political relationship with the trading 
partner. Pursuing these questions fur-
ther will require sharper definitions of 
identity and a careful examination of the 
relevant evidence. This REPORT is a 
part of a larger three-year Power and 
Identity in Asia Project that undertakes 
such work in more detail.  
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The Sigur Center for Asian Studies is an international research center of The Elliott 
School of International Affairs at The George Washington University. Its mission is 
to increase the quality and broaden the scope of scholarly research and publications 

on Asian affairs, promote U.S.-Asian scholarly interaction and serve as the nexus for 
educating a new generation of students, scholars, analysts, and policymakers. The 
Center draws strength and resources from the world-class Asian Studies faculty 

within the university and in Washington, D.C. Not only is it the largest center for 
Asian studies in the capital region, The Center is also among the strongest in the 

United States.  

 
Report prepared by Dawn Murphy, PhD Candidate, Department of Political Science, The 

George Washington University 

Sigur Center for Asian Studies 
1957 E Street, N.W., Suite 503  

Washington, D.C. 20052  

Phone: (202) 994-5886  
Fax: (202) 994-6096 
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RISING POWERS INITIATIVE 

Under the Rising Powers Ini-
tiative’s  Power and Identity 
in Asia Project a conference 
was held in Beijing, China on 
May 19th that examined the 
prospects for regional coopera-
tion in Asia. The Project is made 
possible thanks to the generous 
support of the MacArthur 
Foundation. The conference 
was co-organized by the Sigur 
Center for Asian Studies and the 
China Foreign Affairs University 
(CFAU).  

The Sigur Center’s Rising 
Powers Initiative examines 
how domestic political debates 
and identity issues affect interna-
tional relations in Asia. This 
ASIA REPORT is sponsored by 
the MacArthur Foundation’s 
Asia Security Initiative. 

For more information, visit: 
http://www.gwu.edu/
risingpowers 


	A Comparative Analysis of Identity and Regional Cooperation in Asia

	Main Participants

	The Sigur Center for Asian Studies

	Issue No. 9, August 2010

	Asia Report

	Page #

	Page #

	The Sigur Center for Asian Studies



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



