
what is this 
class about?

what is “design 
thinking”? 

i’m 
confused.

project based 
learning is way of 

analyzing a 
problem. 

hi all. I’m 
professor 
mckenzie. 

not long after, we were 
introduced to the ihs community. 

i’m 
excited for the 
opportunity to 

bring pbl to the 
high schoolers. 

Design thinking will transform the standard 
test based education system to a project-
based learning system. 

To strengthen our own skills before entering into Ithaca 
high school, we were challenged to try project-based 
learning. The process brought difficulty as it had us use 
parts of our brain we rarely are encouraged to use. 

this is 
fun. 

We spoke to Margaux (ms.Rose) to determine our role in 
helping to bring project-based learning into the 
curriculum. Her project is multi-step, with the first being 
a pechakucha. 

ho
w can we 

help? what are 
your 

concern

i will need help 
inspiring students to 

spark their creativity, and i 
need you to relay 

excitement about this 
new project. 

i wish i had 
this in high 

school. 

i don’t 
understand how 
this will benefit 

the students.

by: ellie, Manu, MArissa, and Zoe



what is a 
pechakucha?

each student will be challenged to work on 
critical thinking, public speaking, and creativity.  

A pechakucha is a 
storytelling format 

where a presenter shows 
20 slides for 20 

seconds of 
commentary each.

this 
seems 

difficult. 

i 
would rather 
just write a 

paper. 
this is 

awesome! 

back at Cornell, we discuss the concerns we faced, 
and the challenges of the project. 

we help facilitate the process, and help to 
engage their creative minds.  

sh
ould 

phones be 
allowed in 

school

should 
valentine’s day 
be a national 

holiday? 

i’m 
struggling to 
come up with 

an idea. 

i 
think it went 

really well, but i 
struggled to get 

a student to 
talk. 

same 
here. we need to 

make sure to share that 
although sometimes it is 

difficult, this type of 
learning is beneficial 

and exciting.

Exactly. for some 
students it feels unnatural 
but, it is beneficial for life 
skills. our presence is even 

positive for them. 

we return to iHS to check in with the progress of the 
projects. as we get there, we see margaux speaking 
to another teacher who is very impressed by her 
students’ work. 

the task is to pick 
a controversial topic 

that you are passionate 
about. then, create a 

pechakucha.  

my students heard 
about a project you are 

working on that is guided by 
cornell students. i would love 

to integrate it into my 
curriculum.

thi
s is 

difficult

thi
s is 

awesom

it is called project 
based learning. It 

fosters collaboration, 
creative thinking, and 

transmedia knowledge. 

the english 
board has been 

hesitant because 
of the grading 

system.



anna, how’d you go 
viral? I’m concerned 

about it. 

mom, 
it’s okay. This is huge! 
Ms.rose gave us this 

opportunity to prosper in a 
new and different way. I 

created a pechakucha. I finally 
feel like i can express my 

ideas and skills.  

we thank ithaca high school for allowing us to come to 
share project based learning. It brought both struggles 
and successes. however, all of IHS classes will soon 
implement pbl. the trend is spreading to other schools in 
the area. 

ms. Rose’s class is 
so lucky that they were 

able to make 
pechakucha. 

i want 
ms.rose as 
a teacher! 

anna 
is going 
viral!! 

the positives: 
a student went viral.
students were excited about learning. 
teachers found that some students that don’t 
always strive did so with PBL. 

the struggles: 
Some students would rather write an essay. 
the english board was hesitant at first. 
parents were concerned by this new format. 

the project gained attention throughout the school 
and in neighboring areas. students gained more 
excitement about learning. i am 

concerned 
with how your 
curriculum is 

working. 

the 
pechakucha is the first 
part of the multi-step 

project. it teaches critical 
thinking, collaboration, and 
public speaking. we will then 

focus on more traditional 
writing. 

please let me 
know when you have 

questions. it has been a 
huge success. we have had 
the opportunity to work 

with cornell 

anna goes home to her concerned mother. she 
explains her mother the positivity of the project. 

all of the talk in the halls gets 
the english board more concerned. 


