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Estimation of % neutral detergent fiber (NDF) in mixed alfalfa and grass stands using 
the height of the alfalfa in inches and the % grass in the stand on a dry matter basis.  
NDF is used as a predictor of forage quality. 
 

%Grass in the stand (dry matter basis) alfalfa 
ht in. 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 
14 23.5 26.7 29.9 33.1 36.3 39.5 42.7 45.9 49.1 
15 24.3 27.5 30.7 33.9 37.1 40.3 43.5 46.7 49.9 
16 25.1 28.3 31.5 34.7 37.9 41.1 44.3 47.5 50.7 
17 25.9 29.1 32.3 35.5 38.7 41.9 45.1 48.3 51.5 
18 26.8 30.0 33.2 36.4 39.6 42.8 46.0 49.2 52.4 
19 27.6 30.8 34.0 37.2 40.4 43.6 46.8 50.0 53.2 
20 28.4 31.6 34.8 38.0 41.2 44.4 47.6 50.8 54.0 
21 29.2 32.4 35.6 38.8 42.0 45.2 48.4 51.6 54.8 
22 30.1 33.3 36.5 39.7 42.9 46.1 49.3 52.5 55.7 
23 30.9 34.1 37.3 40.5 43.7 46.9 50.1 53.3 56.5 
24 31.7 34.9 38.1 41.3 44.5 47.7 50.9 54.1 57.3 
25 32.5 35.7 38.9 42.1 45.3 48.5 51.7 54.9 58.1 
26 33.4 36.6 39.8 43.0 46.2 49.4 52.6 55.8 59.0 
27 34.2 37.4 40.6 43.8 47.0 50.2 53.4 56.6 59.8 
28 35.0 38.2 41.4 44.6 47.8 51.0 54.2 57.4 60.6 
29 35.8 39.0 42.2 45.4 48.6 51.8 55.0 58.2 61.4 
30 36.7 39.9 43.1 46.3 49.5 52.7 55.9 59.1 62.3 
31 37.5 40.7 43.9 47.1 50.3 53.5 56.7 59.9 63.1 
32 38.3 41.5 44.7 47.9 51.1 54.3 57.5 60.7 63.9 
33 39.1 42.3 45.5 48.7 51.9 55.1 58.3 61.5 64.7 
34 40.0 43.2 46.4 49.6 52.8 56.0 59.2 62.4 65.6 
35 40.8 44.0 47.2 50.4 53.6 56.8 60.0 63.2 66.4 
 


