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Gazing in the Grass 
Frank S. Rossi, Ph.D. 

Welcome to the 2nd issue of 
our 19th season of the 
S h o r t C U T T ( C o r n e l l 
University Turfgrass Times) 
newsletter! Once again, new 
funding sources in 2018 allow 
for the newsletter to be 
available to all turfgrass 
managers interested in “just-
in-time” science-based cool-
s e a s o n t u r f g r a s s 
recommendations from a collection of turfgrass educators and researchers in the Northeast US. 
If you are a member of a Professional Association then you will receive them though your 
regular email. If you know someone who’d like a copy get in touch with us at our Cornell 
Turfgrass Website @ turf.cals.cornell.edu. Or our Twitter and Facebook pages 
@Cornell_Turfgrass.  

The long Winter’s Journey into Spring continues with 
below normal temperatures last week everywhere, but 
further south closer to normal. “Warmer” temperatures 
lead to rapid recovery of many areas that have received 
traffic or core cultivation last Autumn or this Spring, not 
from Winter Injury (discussed in this week’s ShortCUTT 
Conversation). The “Picture of the Week” is an excellent 
example of how rapid that recovery can take place without the addition of supplemental N, 
rather the strategic use of darkening agents such as pigmented products, iron, or covers (and 
some bright sun) that lead to an increase in soil temperature and promote green-up. Soils are 
still in the high 40’s at the 2” depth under sod. 

Annual bluegrass seedhead development has begun in areas where the annual biotype 
populations are the highest, typically this is unirrigated areas on golf courses, sports fields and 
lawns. No reports of seedheads have been made from putting surfaces. However, annual 
bluegrass is actively growing more than most other turfgrass species at this time and the 
prolonged Winter could lead to increasing populations. Cumulative Growth Potential this 
season is roughly 30% of that observed in 2017 and sunlight hours significantly lower as well. No 
amount of fertilizer will help turf overcome these deficits. The return to “normal” temps and 

 

Week 3 :
April 12, 2004
Weather
More Cold and Wet!
Check out the latest weather data at:
 http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/grass.html
Last Week
• Temperatures: Warmer to north 3 above norm, South and Coast 6 below norm.
• GDD: since March 1st,< 10 for week, <30 region-wide. Full 1 week behind normal.
• 2" Soil Temperatures under sod: Mid-upper 40’s, some Hi’s in low 50’s.
• ET: 0.1"- 0.3" regionwide
• Precipitation: Coastal NewEng >4", LI, WestMA WestCT >2", 0.5-1" for the rest.

This Week.
• Weather Forecast for the Coming Week: Another cold and wet week with some storms

in excess of 2" especially along the coast. West part of region will be driest. Temps
for the week will be Hi in the 40-50’s, lo 30-40’s still some sporadic frost.

Around the Region
• Western and Central NY: Things on hold with cold weather, reports of mole/vole

damage. Some winter injury to Holly’s and Budlea. Greenhouse problems with
Downy Mildew on Impatience.

• Capital District: Poa trivialis invading lawn, snow mold damage slow to recover.
• North Country: Animal activity raising grub concern, mole damage.
• LI: Cold wet conditions slowing recovery. Many athletic fields with poor drainage are

suffering.

Gazing in the Grass with Frank S. Rossi, Ph.D.
Black or Green Sand? : Severe winter injury on golf courses and athletic fields have

motivated many to look for options for recovery. A new technique developed by
Professor George Hamilton at Penn State University has been the use of dark sand
to accelerate surface warming and thereby spur recovery. Black and green dyed and
undyed white topdressing sand was applied at 800 lbs. per 1000 square feet on
February 18. Spring color and surface temperature ratings were collected in early
April 2002. Color ratings were highest for black and green with no significant
difference between the two. The same held true for the surface temperature where
black and green sand were 3 to 5 degrees warmer than untreated or white sand. In
fact, green sand had the highest surface temperature than black on some rating
dates. Hamilton states that a few degrees increase in surface temperature can relate
to a multiple week advance in spring temps.

The Dog Days of Summer are Here Early. Be precise with practices

Week Sixteen at a Glance! Week 16 July 17,  2006

ForeCast
Heat stress will be high for most of the region as we enter a “dog day” period when the 

temps and humidity very high. A warm and dry period will bring some of the disease 

risk down for some areas except those driven by temp

Gazing in the Grass
The consistent reports about poorly rooted turf suggests we are in for another month of 

turf stress. This will require a number of management factors to be as precise as 

possible, especially on high value, intensely managed turf. be sure your mower blade 

and reel units are well sharpened and properly adjusted to avoid excessive tearing of the 

leaf tissue that will increase turf water loss and put even more pressure on the turf.

 Insect Update
Most reports indicate that supts are actively treating areas and keeping populations 

under control. However, even in study areas that are not being treated populations are 

very low and we are not sure why.

Weather & Pest Predictions
Available in pictures on-line at
http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/grass/ 
Temperature:  A normal week for most of the region with most areas 

within 1 to 3 degrees of normal temp. Significant heat stress recorded 

for most the region especially in the I-95 corridor.

Base 50 GDD:  The DC area saw 170 last week and has 1800 to 2000 

for the season. About 160 in NJ, most of LI and SE PA.  Central LI 

has a seasonal accumulation of about 1300. In southern New England 

about 140 last week and about 120 in a big part of upstate NY. These 

areas have about 800-1000 GDD so far this season.  Seasonal 

accumulations are  within a half of a week of normal with coastal 

areas slightly ahead and northern and interior areas slightly behind. 

ET:  LOTS! most areas 1-1.25”.

Precipitation:  Spotty rainfall with most areas getting between 0.5 

and 1”  in the Tues-Wed timeframe last week. NYC/LI, West and 

Central NY 1-2”. This has lead to continued high disease risk 

especially anthracnose and brown patch in the coastal areas and I-95 

corridor.

2 inch soil temps:  In the north, lows in the mid 60’s and highs in the 

mid 70’s. South lows in the mid 80’s and highs in low 90’s.

ForeCast
Heat stress will be high for most of the region as we enter a “dog 

day” period when the temps and humidity very high.

Disease Forecast: A warm and dry period will bring some of the 

disease risk down for some areas except those driven by temp and 

humidity, notably brown patch and Pythium. Dollar spot models all 

predicting low risk for the coming week.

Weather Forecast:  A ridge will set up over the east and will bring the 

dog days of summer in a little early this year, i.e., before August when 

they usually arrive. Temps will be 8 to 10 degrees above normal into 

Tues with highs well into the 90’s Lows will be in the upper 60’s at 

night (about 8 above for normal lows. A showery period moves in 

Tues-Wed as we enter the longer range forecast of normal temps and 

wet conditions. 

Regional Observations
Western NY: Many areas dormant and dry.

Central  NY: Most areas look good. Some sports fields with anthracnose 

and leafspots diagnosed.

Westchester: Tornado hits Westchester 

County in the Valhalla area bringing down 

many trees and disrupting power for a few 

days. (see pic)

EastLI: Slime mold diagnosed on a lawn 

from the hot and humid weather. An organic 

landscape firm reported some herbicide 

injury to a clients lawn.

Sports Turf Update
Joann Gruttadaurio
Scalded Turf: Rainfall in Western NY has given turf a good growth 

spurt. In the Hudson Valley region 

frequent downpours and copious 

amounts of rain over the past two weeks 

have caused damaged turf due to rain 

water collecting in low areas and not 

being removed before the sun and higher 

temps hit. Overseeding these areas may 

ShortCUTT July 17, 2006" 1

"

Core Cultivation holes closing from Early to Mid-April 2018.

Rainfall > 1 inch across the region 
increasing soil moisture and decreasing 
soil temps….return to “normal” air temps 
this week will feel like a warm-up!

http://turf.cals.cornell.edu
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clear skies will spur some growth. If you have been adding supplemental N, get ready for an 
early growth surge! 

Late Autumn turf establishment from seed has been poor to date. Cool soils whilst excellent for 
root growth can be too cool for most species to germinate. Certainly covers have helped 
recently but if you have worn goal mouths or other high traffic areas, trying to get seed 
established at this time will be difficult. If you need it quick fix, investigate sodding options-
including the use of various thickness. Thick cut sod is always a temporary convenient fix. 

ShortCUTT Conversation:Winter Injury in the Northeast 
This week’s ShortCUTT Conversation with Senior Agronomist for the 
United States Golf Association and Cornell Alum Jim Skorulski ’89 
focused on the Winter Injury he has observed across the Northeast 
north of CT into Canada and west to CNY. The damage seemed to have 
occurred during various cold periods where the ground was open and 
turf exposed to winds and very cold temperatures-in some cases well 
below 0oF. In some regions this was early January, others the end of 
January. Some are suspicious of the February warm-up and then return 
to cold to date. Regardless of when it occurred Jim reports the injury is 
diffuse (as opposed to wholesale) and almost entirely related to 

desiccation or direct low temperature injury as opposed to the typical crown hydration 
experienced in low areas with very poor drainage. Many of these plants, if still alive, are 
struggling to produce roots from the lower crown meristem typically the site of the most severe 
injury. Snow molds were a minor problem for most as even the unprotected higher cut turf has 
only superficial damage. Interestingly, the low areas that held moisture in many cases are 
actually doing better! Areas where snow persisted did better on average than exposed areas. 
Adding insult to the injury is the painfully slow recovery that have driven more to using covers 
and colorants such as pigments, iron and dark topdressing to encourage recovery. Jim 
commented that he has seen covers working well, especially those that transitioned from 
impermeable to permeable during the prolonged cold temps. Jim ended the conversation with 
encouraging golf course superintendents to pressurize their irrigation systems, especially in 
marginal areas where warm and cold conditions continue to fluctuate so that annual bluegrass 
plants with green leaves and limited ability to produce 
roots can get access to some moisture. 

Sports Turf Minute: Talking to Your Coaches 
The prolonged Winter conditions have wreaked havoc on 
Spring sports at every level. A record number of MLB 
games have been postponed and some schools in Central 
NY had not had an outdoor practice! Of course this 
creates an opportunity to communicate the steps taken 
to ensure fields are ready for Spring that take advantage 
of every minute of favorable weather. Be sure they are 
closed in the Autumn properly with fertilizer and 
topdressing, use covers, apply high iron rates or pigmented products to encourage warming to 
accelerate growth under the less than favorable conditions. Do your coaches and administrators 
know? Do not assume these folks don’t care to hear as many of these folks will be held 
accountable for issues that arise due to field safety. See the tips for communicating @ http://
safesportsfields.cals.cornell.edu/coaches. 

 

http://safesportsfields.cals.cornell.edu/coaches
http://safesportsfields.cals.cornell.edu/coaches

