Three faculty Weiss Presidential Fellows and two Appel Fellows honored

By Linda Myers

Cornell Prestdent Hupier Rawlings
bos named the university’'s 1999
Stepnen H. Weiss Presidential Fel-
lows, recognizing effective, insparing
v distinguished teaching of vader-
rudnate students.

fhe winters are: Professor Flo-
renee Berger, Scheol of Hotel Admin-
Istiasion; Professor Dantel Schwarz, Department of Enghsh
i1 College of Aris and Sciencas; and Professor Chartes
ok Willamson, Sibley Schoal of Mechanical and Aero-

pics Engineening, College of Engineering, The awards

575 0000 each professorover five years —-are named for the
rimmedeate past charman of the Corneil Board of Trustees,
Stcphen H. Weiss 57, who endowed the program,

Collins

Schwarz

tellows and the 1999 reaipients of the Appel Fellowships
for Humanists and Social Scientists in the College of Arts
and Sciences, named last April: Christopher T. Callins, an
asaociate professor of inguistics, and Timothy J. Yogelsang,
an ussociate professor of economics and statisiical seience.
Established in 1995 by Helen and Robert Appel, the feilow-
ships honor creativity in teaching and research among

sabbatical leave, at full salary, to write,
developnew courses, conduci research
or otherwise ennich their teaching and
scholarship.

Here are biographies of this year’s
honorees, adapted from ones compiled
by George Lowery m Alamini Affairs
and Developricnt Commurications.

Florence Berger

Asateacher, adviser, Faculty Fellow and mentor, Berger
has given hundreds of Hosel School students the guidance.
encobiragement and mouvation ko succeed academically
and as individuals. Berger teaches ourses in management
operations, miman resources and osganizational behavior
at the School of Hotel Administration as well as courses in
the Center for Professional Development and n Cornell

Coniined on puge 2

“ dinnes on campus Oct. 7 henored both the Weiss  newer [aculty. They cnable recipients to take a year's

Adult University. A popular Bergér course
is Organizational Behavior and Human Re-
lations Skills.

Berger received her bachelor’s degree
[rom Goucher College, her master’s degree
from Harvard and her Ph.D, from Cornell.

Students report that Berger's love of
teaching is manifest in her lively lectures
and carefully designed instructional plars,
which emphasize creative thinking and col-
laborative teams. Known for her energy
and enthusiasm, Bergerhas been praised by
students for- her extraordinary ability to
engage them in the subject matter at hand
and stimulate their interest in the world
around them. She has won four awards
forher outstanding teaching, among them

the Merrill Presidential Scholar outstand-

ing educator..

“Professor Berger’s coentributions are -
unique,” wiote a colleague, * because they -

encompass not only the inteliectual devel-
opment, but also the emotional and spiritual
development of students. She believes that
life must be balanced and that academic
achievemcnt must be accormpanied by per-
sonal growthif the true meaning of auniver-
sity education is to be realized.” '

Danie! R. Schwarz

Schwarz is perhaps best known as a
scholar of the writings of James Joyce and
Joseph Conrad. His major fields are the late
19th- and early 20th-century British novel,
literary theory and modernist literature of
the 20thcentury. Students describe Schwarz
as a passionate teacher. In 1998 he received
the Stephen and Margery Russell Distin-
guished Teaching Award, the Collcge of
Arts and Sciences’ highest teuching honor.

Schwarz slso is a prolific writer whose
many critically acclaimed books elaborate

on his teaching interests-Fhe-most-tecent— -Feaching Prses, a-natonal $10,000 WM,

are: Reading Joyce's Ulysses (St. Martin's
Press, 1987), Reconfivuring Modernism:
Explorations in the Relationship Between
Modern Arr and Modern Literature (St.
Martin’s, 1997) and finagining the Holo-
caust (St Martin's, 1999),

Schwarz eamed his bachelor’s degree at
Union College and his master's and doe-
toral degrees at Brown University.

A mentor und adviser who has hslped
many students in crisis, Schwarz has served
0n numerous committees on undergraduate
affairs and directed nine National Endow-
ment for the Humanitics Summer Scminars.
He is an avid tennis player who advises
Cornell's men's varsity tennis team.

Acolleague of Schwarz's writes: “Dan’s
teaching is marked by a terrific, and infec-

. Gous, enthusiasm. He gives students the
: sense ofhow warks of literature, while they

arc the products of their authors, arc also
the products of the wider culture in which
thosc authors worked. Studentsin hisclasses
feel almost as if they are being luken back
into that culture. ... It 1s this broad, gerer-
ous, inquisitive spirit that the students re-
spond to so well.”

Chartes H.K. Willlamson

At the Sibley School of Mechanical and
Aerospace Engineering, Williamson teaches
difficult, required courses in which stu-
dents' ratings of instructors are typically
lower than in smaller, elective courses. Yet
students consistently rank him very highly
within the college. Indeed, his detailed
supplementary course notes are described
by many students as far superior to the
actual textbooks used in the course.

A stadent wrote: “Dr, Williamson
makes fluid mechanics exciting and also
acknowledges the hard work studerits put
into his and other engineering courses.
He made us feel proud of oiir work, but at
the same time inspired us to do better. 1t
was obvious he loved to teach, and this
really made a difference in how the stu-
dents approached the subject.”

Acolleague wrote: 1 do not believe that
[ have seen Charles’s equal in his ability to
translate the excitement of rescarch into the
classroom, and to engage undergraduates in
the research process.”

Willidmson was educated in England.
receiving his bachelor's degrec with first-
class honors in naval architecture from
Southampton University in 1978 and his
doctorate in fluid mechanics fram Cam-
bridge University in 1982, He has won
seven leaching prizes at Cornell, among
them iwo Dean's Prizes, two Comell Soci-
ety of Engineers-Pi Tau Sigma Outstanding

Keck Foundation Award for Excellence in
Teaching and the Panhellenic and Interfra-
ternity Outstanding Professor in Enginecr-
ing Award, His teaching innovations in-
clude creating a “laboratory on wheels,” 10
demonstrate key features of flow fields and
the screening of the movie "op Gun™ o
explain vorticity.”

Christopher T. Collins

Coliins earned a bachelor’s degree in
mathematics and adoclorate iniinguisrics at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
He catalogs rare languages and researches
the theory of syntax, compurative syntax of
African languages and English syntax.

Inclass he is knownas ahands-vn teacher
who emphasizes classroom participation,
He draws on audio-visual presentations,
sounds. examples from a variety of lan-

guages and other leaching techniques 10
illustrate the many structures of human com-
munication. He cultivates his students” cu-
riosity by allowing them to pursue indi-
vidual areas of interest, often sparking the
exciternent of discovery within them.

QOne demonstration of his dedication: In
a large tntroductory course he teaches in-
volving many prohlem-set assipnments, he
insists on evaluating each student's papers
to learn where students experience diffi-
culty, then adjusis his teaching accordingly.

Collins’is generous with his time as an
adviser, and his commitment to teaching
undergraduates in and ouiside the class-
room is well known among his students and
colleagues, One student described him as
“one of the most able teachers I'have ever
had.” Another wrote: “l remember sitting in
his class transfixed by the intricacies of
language and the beauty of the man's capac-
ity toexplain it.” A third described aclass he
took with Collins as “one of the most re-
warding classes I have taken during my time
at Comnell.”

Timothy J, Vogelsang

Vogelsang received his bachelor’s de-
gree in mathematics from the Massachu-
selts Institute of Technology and his doctor-
ate in economics from Princeton Univer-
sity. He teaches econometrics, international
monetary theory and international trade.
Despite the demanding nature of these rig-
orous subjects, enrollment in his courses
continues to rise, spurred by his reputation
among students for lucid exposition and
innovative presentations. He also is known
for his accessibility to students and for his
interest in them as individuals.

A swdent writes of Vogelsang: “His
door is frequently open to any student who

-wants-to drop in and chat about any issue,

academic or personal. ... It is the general
consensus among economics majors that
Dr. Vogelsang's commitment lo uncergradu-
ate students and their education is unparal-
leled by any professor at Comnell. We are
extremely fortunate o have him as a profes-
sor and a fricnd.”

Of Vogelsang's teaching style, a col-
league writes: *Tum is a gifted and wonder-
ful educator and all-around great professor,
I have guite a bit of contact with under-
graduate majors in the economics depart-
ment and other undergraduates taking eco-
nomics courses. Students from zll overcam-
pus are always singing Tim's praises.”

‘Weiss fellows are nominated by a com-
mitlee of students und faculty and selected
by the president. Appel fellaws are selected
by the dean of the College of Ans and
Sciences and Cornell administrators.



